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THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths) rook the Chair at 11.00 am, and read prayers.

PETITION - TAXIS
Temporary Taxri Licences -Increase, Opposition

The following petition bearing the signatures of 200 persons was presented by Hon George
Cash (Leader of the Opposition) -

To the H-onourable the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Western Australia, request the Members
of the Legislative Council to urge the Government to take due and proper notice of
the fact that the present state of the economy, and tourism in general, will not support
increases in the number of temporary taxi plates; and further request that the Members
of the Legislative Council urge the Government to immediately place a moratorium
on the issuing of any further temporary taxi licences in the State of Western Australia.

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See paper No 807.]

PETITION - G OVERNMIENT BUSINESS DEALINGS

Losses Concern - Royal Commission Appointment
The following petition bearing the signatures of 13 persons was presented by Hon Margaret
McAleer -

To the Honourable the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned citizens of Western Australia, are deeply disturbed at public
disclosures of this Government's losses, in various business dealings, of hundreds of
millions of dollars involving Rothwells, the petrochemical project, Teachers Credit
Society, Swan Budlding Society, Spedleys, R & I Bank, S.G.I.C., and others. We
recognise the inevitable increases in taxation which will apply for many years to pay
for these losses.

We are also disturbed that before the State Election the truth of these dealings and
losses was hidden. This deception clearly invalidates the Government's mandate.

We call, therefore, for the appointment of a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the
Government's improper business dealings. Should the Government fail forthwith to
appoint such a Commission, we call upon it to resign.

If the Governent fails to resign or appoint a Royal Commission, we are of the view
that the Parliament should do whatever is necessary to ensure that the Government
face the people at an Election, so as to restore proper democratic processes and
responsible government to this State.
Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See paper No 808.1
WARDLE, STEPHEN - DEATH INQUIRY

Ombudsman's Letter
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths): I have a letter from the Parliamentary
Commnissioner for Administrative Investigations, which reads as follows -
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14 December 1989
Mr President, Mr Speaker

Recent concerns have been expressed concerning the police investigation into the
circumstances of the death of Stephen John Wardle,

So that Members may be informed. I attach a copy of my letter dated 13 December
1989 to Mr and Mrs Tilbury. This letter outlines my involvement to date.

Yours sincerely

E G FREEMAN
Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administrative Investigations

A copy of that and the attached letter will be distributed to all members in addition to being
tabled.

[See paper No 816.]
MOTION - SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

Earlier Commencement Times

HION J.M. BERINSON (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) (11.06 amnl: I move -

That from and including Tuesday. 19 December, ihe commencement time for sittings
of the Council, until otherwise advised by the Leader of the House, shall be -

(i) Tuesdays 2.30 pm:,

(ii) Wednesdays 10.30 am;

(iii) Thursdays 10.30 am.
This and the following motions were given on notice yesterday so that members would have
some time to consider them. This motion does not need anything beyond an exipression of
the views of the House. I do not intend to speak at any length, or practically at all, on the
detail. The matter is self-evident in that if we are to despatch a reasonable amount of the
remaining business in a reasonable number of days we will need more than the regular hours
and, certainly, we could all agree that if there are to be longer hours they should be extended
from early in the day rather than by an extension of our night sitting.

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) 111.07 am]: The
Opposition has had time to consider the motion proposed by the Leader of' the House and it
cannot support it. I will outline same of the problems that would occur if we were to agree to
those sitting hours. However, more than that, the fact that the House sat for something like
only eight days in the earlier part of this year, did not recommence its sittings until very late
August and now finds in the alleged closing days of this session that a huge amount of
legislation is still to be dealt with, is purely and simply the fault of the Government. It is
certainly not the fault of the Opposition.

Hon Carry Kelly: You had no part in delaying legislation?

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Order!

Hon GEORGE CASH: Ilam pleased Hon Garry Kelly thinks that. If, as Hon Garry Kelly
has indicated, the Opposition, through conscientious questioning of the Government's
legislation - although the Government has refused to give fair and reasonable answers - has
caused some Bills to take longer than might previously have been anticipated, then so be it.
The job of the Opposition is to question the Govemmtent and it is the Government's
responsibility to provide answers to those questions. That obligation rests fairly and squarely
on the shoulders of the Leader of the House.

The motion suggests that we sit at 2.30 pm next Tuesday. The Liberal Party has permanent
commitments for party meetings at that time and we therefore cannot agree to that.
The second proposition is for the House to sit on Wednesdays from 10.30 am. The Leader of
the House and other members would be aware of the number of official committees which sit
on Wednesday mornings, and when those committees do not sit members on this side of the
House make appointments to attend to general electorate work.
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The third proposition is for the House to sir on Thursdays from 10.30 am. I would have
thought that the mere fact the Leader of the House only a few weeks ago had the House
agree, in my case somewhat unwillingly, to the House sitting from 11.00 am on Thursday
mornings is a clear indication that the extra half hour is really grasping at straws.

It is important when considering this motion to read it in conjunction with the ocher motions
listed on the Notice Paper. If the three motions are read together it is obvious that not only
does the Leader of the House expect the sittings of the House to comnmence earlier on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, but also he proposes that the House should sit on
Fridays. The third motion is nothing less than an opportunity [or the Leader of the House to
have this House sit after 11.00 pmi on an unlimited basis.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Would it help you if I indicated now that I intend to withdraw the third
motion?

Hon GEORGE CASH: It would help me, but it will not help me to change my mind.

The Opposition is pleased to work with the Government to ensure an orderly flow of business
through this House. but it will not be put in a position where, at the end of the year, 39 items
are listed under Orders of the Day and it has to listen to the Government saying that it is
desperate for legislation to go through this House. I put it to you, Mr President, and to the
Leader of the House that these matters could have been resolved earlier had the management
of this House been handled in a proper way.

HON J.N, CAIDWELL (Agricultural) [11. 12 am]: National Parry members have
difficulties with regard to attending meetings which are held earlier in the day on the days
listed in the motion. The times at which these meetings are held will clash with the proposed
sitting times. I endorse the comments made by Hon George Cash. The National Party is not
in favour of the earlier starting times on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Question put and negatived.

MOT ION - SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
Friday, 22 December

HON J.M. BERINSON (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [11. 13 amnj: I have
lost the first motion and I have indicated that I do not intend to proceed with the third motion
on the Notice Paper. I wonder whether I could be successful with the second motion as a
consolation prize. I seek leave of the House to amend the motion listed on the Notice Paper
in order that it will read December 22 instead of December 15. This amendment will enable
me to cover the position of next Friday only and not tomorrow.

Leave granted.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I move -

That while the Council continues to sit in December, and commencing Friday,
22 December, the Council resolves to sit each Friday between 10.30 am and 6.00 pm.

Discussions with a number of members indicated to me that it was impracticable to attempt to
mrange a sitting of the House for tomorrow given the lack of notice and the number of
commulitments members have at this time of the year. As with the previous motion I leave this
matter, which is really asking for the opportunity of a sitting next Friday to be left open, to
the judgment of members.

HON GEORGE CASH (Nonlh Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) (11.14 am]: The
Opposition cannot agree to a sitting on Friday, 22 December. I advise the Leader of the
House that I discussed, very carefully, with the majority of Liberal Party members the
possibility of sitting tomorrow and found, as he no doubt did with his members, it was
absolutely impracticable.

Hon J.M. Brown: No it was not.

Hon GEORGE CASH: Aire members opposite prepared to sit tomorrow?

Hon J.M. Brown: Yes.

Several members interjected.
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Hon 3.M. Brown: Any idiot would know our place is in the Parliament.

Several members interjected.

Hon GEORGE CASH: Members opposite may come in tomorrow.

Hon J.M. Berinson: We will be in that.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon GEORGE CASH: Members of the Government who want to come to Parliament House
tomorrow are more than entitled to. Members of the Liberal Party and the National Party
have commitments in their electorates - many of them are school commitments and in some
instances members are representing the Leader of the Opposition in their electorates. It
would be totally impracticable, not only to sit tomorrow, but also to sit on Friday,
22 December. In fact, if we were to sit on 22 December country members would have little
opportunity of travelling to their electorates prior to the Christmas weekend and that is
grossly unfair to them.

I make the point again that we are forced into even considering this motion because of the
inability of the Leader of the House to organise the business of the House in an orderly
fashion. I put it to him that rather than have the log jam at the end of every year it would be
easier on members and more convenient to those who work in Parliament House if the
Parliament were to sit on more days in the first half of any one year.

I oppose the motion.

HON P.H-. LOCKYER (Mining and Pastoral) [ 11. 17 am]: Normally I would not speak on
a motion like this, but I would like to correct a comment made by one of my parliamentary
colleagues on the other side of the House. I remind him that he said, "Any idiot would know
our place is in the Parliament."

Hon J.M. Brown: You do not have to remind me of anything.

Hon P.H. LOCKYER: Listen to me.

Hon J.M. Brown: I will not.

Hon P.H. LOCKYER: The member will listen or he will go outside.

Hon J.M. Brown: I do not have to listen to you.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon P.H. LOCKYER: The Standing Orders clearly state that the Parliament will sit on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. I have sympathy for the Leader of the House because
he is trying to finish the work of this Parliament, but at this time of the year members,
particularly those who represent large electorates, have many commitments in their
electorates. Conmmitments for Friday, 22 December have, in many cases, been made well in
advance and those commitments involve families and, in some cases, travel. It is not easy to
get on a plane and to travel to places in the north at this time of the year. I may be an idiot in
the view of Hon Jim Brown -

Hon J.M. Brown: If you think so, so be it.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon P.H. LOCKYER: - but that is entirely up to him. I am surprised that a man who
normally has a high standing in this place is carrying on like this.
I well know the duties of members of Parliament. We have to represent the people in this
House and we also have duties in our electorates. I am not unsympathetic towards the Leader
of the House. We have received some more advice on this mailer and it simply means we
may have to come back in January. 1 do not support this House sitting tomorrow and I
certainly do not support it sitting on 22 December, idiot though I might be.

HON J.N. CALDWELL (Agricultural) [11.19 am]: I signified that I was against the first
motion and I am 115 per cent against this motion because it affects country members more
than it does city members. Therefore, the National Party is totally against this motion. The
matter of sitting times is entirely up to members in this House. It is up to them, because of
our limited sitting time, to get their point across quickly in order that we can get on with the
business of this House.
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On occasions the sitting time could be extended. For example, if we were debating the
Appropriation Bill at the time the House was to rise and only about one hour was required for
the debate to be completed, there is no reason the sitting time should not be extended to
accomplish that end. It would not cause a great deal of discomfort to members. I am not
suggesting that we must do it, and I hope it is not necessary because the sitting times are laid
down and we should stick to them, On occasions we must make a decision that enough is
enough, get on with the business of the House, and stop dillydallying around playing politics.

Question put and negatived.

MIOTIO)N SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

Earlier Commencement Times - Withdrawal
HON J.M. BERINSON (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [11.21 aml: I have
already indicated I do not intend to proceed with motion No 3 but, with your indulgence,
Mr President, I would like to indicate the reasons for that.

Again, I have been approached by a number of members who indicated their preference for
deciding this issue on a day by day basis. We already have that capacity and I am content to
remain with it. I am disappointed that we cannot start earlier on some days next week; I
would have thought the postponement of committee work for one week was a small price to
pay for the benefit of starting at 10.30 am and going through a long day. As I indicated at the
outset, I put these matters to test the feeling of the House and, that being clear, I accept it.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOTION - POLICE FORCE
Royal Commission of Inquiry

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [11.22 am]: I
move -

That this House requests the Government to advise His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor and Administrator to appoint a Royal Commission of Inquiry for the
purpose of inquiring into and reporting on -

(1) Improper political interference in the Police Force at any level over the past
five years.

(2) Whether there is substance in claims that -

(i) charges politically sensitive to the Government have been delayed or
discontinued;

(ii) officers investigating persons or matters politically sensitive to the
Government have had their usual and due promotions delayed;

(iii) capable officers with a reasonable expectation of promotion have not
been promoted because of their being politically unacceptable to the
Government.

(3) The reasons for and effect of the current low morale in the Police Force.

(4) The effectiveness of the administration of the Police Force.

(5) The effectiveness and adequacy of existing structures and mechanisms to deal
with corruption in the Police Force.

(6) Whether it is desirable and or necessary to appoint a Police Board.
(7) The overall effectiveness of the Western Australian Police Force as the

prinary protector of the public from violence and crime and to ensure the
freedoms of citizens.

Some weeks ago Western Australians became aware that the Commissioner of Police in this
State was conducting surveillance of his Deputy Commissioner, Mr Frank Peters. After that
revelation and the newspaper reports that followed, the Legislative Assembly determined that
the Ombudsman, Mr Eric Freeman, should be given an opportunity to consider the various
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matters that had been raised and, by resolution of that House, Mr Freeman was invited to
conduct an inquiry.

During the course of that inquiry Mr Freeman interviewed a number of people, including
senior police officers Bull, Peters and others, various civilians and, to my knowledge, two
members of Parliament - the Minister for Police and Pmergency Services and me. It is not
my intention to discuss the evidence I gave to Mr iFreeman; firstiy, because I am under
direction from him not to discuss those matters and, secondly, those matters were considered
by him in arriving at the report tabled in the Legislative Assembly last week. Members will
no doubt be aware that when the report was tabled in another place consideration was given
to the intent of the document. During debate on that matter the Government moved a motion
that generally gave support to the existing Commissioner of Police, Mr Bull, and made
general comments in respect of Mr Freeman's inquiry. The Government rejected calls by
members of the Opposition parties in the Legislative Assembly to conduct a Royal
Commission of inquiry into the matters Mr Freeman had uncovered during his inquiry. It is
also worth noting that on the day after the Bull-Peters affair broke in the newspapers, I
attempted - by asking that the House consider the suspension of Standing Orders - to have the
matter debated in the Legislative Council. I was very disappointed that the Government was
not prepared to allow debate. At the time I indicated by interjection to the Leader of the
House. who was leading for the Government on the Bull-Peters affair, that [ believed I had
something to contribute. In fact, I wanted to advise the House that on a number of occasions
in the past three or four months I had met with one of the key players in this affair. As I
could not advise the House of the evidence of which 1 believed it should be apprised, I
decided to consult Mr Freeman and gave evidence to him. After considering the various
evidence Mr Freeman produced a report that in my view contained some startling revelations.
One such revelation is contained in paragraph 71 of the report, under the heading "Corruption
and Serious Misconduct in the Western Australia Police Force" as follows -

At my request, the Commissioner showed me a list of 58 matters which were under
monitoring or investigation, involving allegations of serious misconduct, against at
least 45 past and present officers. In some cases, it was thought that several officers
were involved. Some of the matters were extremely serious.

Later in the report in paragraph 74 under the heading "A Need for a Royal Commission?"
Mr Freeman states -

A strong argument might be advanced for a Royal Commission to investigate the
question of corruption and serious misconduct in the Western Australia Police Force.

In paragraph 75, which I will not quote, Mr Freeman suggested that such inquiries could in
fact further damage the reputation and morale of the Western Australia Police Force, and the
general public perception of it. He said it might also prejudice certain current investigations
unless the Royal Commission referred to earlier were granted extended powers, as was done
in the Fitzgerald inquiry. He referred the matter of the Royal Commission to the Legislative
Assembly for its consideration, and that was the subject of a debate in another place last
week.

The Ombudsman proposed a number of alternatives to a Royal Commission. He suggested
that it might be appropriate for the Government to make funds, immediately available to
expand or reconstitute the internal affairs unit which conducts operations within the Western
Australia Police Force. He also suggested that Parliament give consideration to the
establishment of a police board. His final suggestion on alternatives was that Parliament may
wish to give consideration to the role of the Official Corruption Commission. In an earlier
paragraph he had suggested that consideration might be given for the Corruption Commission
to be given an extended role and be informed by the commissioner when complaints about
serious misconduct of past and present officers are received and inquiries instituted. In that
way the Corruption Commission, as an independent body outside the police service, might
monitor the progress of the complaints and report to the Minister if it had concerns.

The motion before the House invites the establishment of a Royal Commission arnd contained
in the terms of reference are those matters generally raised by Mr Freeman. I refer to
consideration of the setting up of a police board. With regard to expanding the power of the
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Official Corruption Commission, members will be aware that this morning Hon Phillip
Pendal gave notice of an amendment to the Official Corruption Commission Act. We have
already instituted our own moves in that regard. We intend to give that commission greater
powers, so that matter is not dealt with in the proposed terms of reference of the Royal
Commission, which include such things as an ability to inquire into and report on improper
political interference in the Police Force at any level over the past five years. It is not my
intention this morning to outline the various matters of improper political interference that
may have occurred during the past five years: the opportunity to do that will arise for other
members and me, in fact for the public generally, in due course upon the appointment of a
Royal Commission. I remind members of the Police Union study completed a couple of
years ago which was conducted by John Weaver from the University of Western Australia,
and Geoffrey Suter and Lawson Savery from the Curtin University of Technology. At page
26 under the heading "General Police Issues" the question of involvement of the police
Minister is raised and the document states, in part -

A major concern of the Union Executive was the level of Ministerial involvement in
the administration and operation of the Police Department. Of particular concern was
the involvement of the Minister in the promotion of full-time Police Officers.

Hon Gordon H-ill was Minister for Police and Emergency Services at that time. Later, at page
27 of the report, it states -

To overcome any ambiguity that might arise over the interpretation of these results
three additional questions were included asking members -

That is, Police Union members -

- whether they felt the Minister should be involved in the three areas of decision-
making - departmental operations, administration and promotional decisions.

The results confirm those recorded previously in this document-, almost 90 per cent of the
respondents did not believe that the Minister should be involved in those areas of the Police
Force. Clearly this document acknowledges that there was ministerial interference in the
operational activities of the Police Force. That is something I condemn roundly. That, of
course, is the subject of one of the terms of reference of the proposed inquiry.

As to whether or not there is substance in claims that charges politically sensitive to the
Government have been delayed or discontinued, I put to the House that there is an enormous
amount of rumour and innuendo within the community as to the actions of various
Government Ministers and others in respect of delaying or attempting to have discontinued
politically sensitive mailers that may embarrass the Government. I do not believe it is for me
to outline to the House any of the rumour or innuendo that I have heard in the community.
However, there is sufficient talk of that type in the community that in the interests of the
99.9 per cent of police officers who do a tremendous job in conducting police operations in
Western Australia this matter should be considered by a Royal Commission and reported on.

One of the purposes of my moving for this Royal Commission is to clear the names of all
those police officers who do their job so well in this State. The sooner those who have been
involved in corrupt acts are identified and cleaned out of the Police Force the better. As to
the other matters in the terms of reference; that is, whether or not officers who have
investigated persons or matters politically sensitive to the Government have had their usual
and due promotions delayed; or whether capable officers with a reasonable expectation of
promotion have not been promoted because of their being politically unacceptable to the
Goverrnent;, again, I believe that if a Royal Commission is instituted present and past police
officers and other persons closely connected with the Police Force will be able to come
forward and show evidence that those sorts of activities have occurred. However, I leave it to
the Royal Commission To assess the degree to which those actions may have occurred.
Other points I have raised as pan of the terms of reference include the reasons for and the
effect of the current low morale in the Police Force. In speaking to that generally I say again
that I believe that of the approximately 3 5001 police officers in this State 99.9 per cent do a
great job and are entitled to the respect of the community. They are entitled to hold their
heads high in the execution of their duties and it disturbs me that we have a situation which is
perhaps not a result of but certainly compounded by the recent Bull-Peters affair which has
again seen the morale of the WA Police Force plummet to an all time low.
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I also invite the House to consider the proposed terms of reference chat invite the Royal
Commissioner to inquire into and report on the effectiveness of the administration of the
Police Force and the effectiveness and adequacy of existing structures and mechanisms to
deal with corruption in the Police Force. We need an independent organisation to have a
good look at the hierarchy within the Police Force to determine why there is the level of
resignations of senior officers that has occurred in recent times and to try to identify some of
the problems that exist in the general administration of the Police Force. Again, it is not for
me to cast aspersions on any senior officer;, it is our job in this Parliament to give support to
our Police Force. However, the facts are clear that there is a problem in the administration of
the Police Farce and it is a matter that needs to be addressed.
As to whether or not there should be a police board in Western Australia, I have included that
as a term of reference I believe should be inquired into and reported on. It is an important
matter. It is a matter on which I have a personal opinion and my party has made it clear we
are interested in exploring the possibilities of a police board and the consequences of such a
board. Personally, I do not believe a police board is necessary in Westemn Australia. My
view - one formed over the four years I have been shadow Minister for Police and
Emergency Services - is that there is no need for a police board so long as there is a strong
and effective leader as Commissioner of Police. We all know the autonomy given to the
Commissioner of Police and all recognise the various formns of authority given to him under
the Police Act.
I put to members that if there is a strong, effective and well respected Commissioner of
Police there is no need for a police board. In fact, I go one step further in saying that recent
comments by the Minister for Police and Emergency Services when talking about the
possibility of, and in fact encouraging the view that there should be, a police board in
Western Australia, appeared to me to somewhat undermine the position of the current
Commissioner of Police, someone who has from time to time been cited as a person for
whom the Government's support is very strong.

The inal term of reference is for the Royal Commission to inquire into and report on the
overall effectiveness of the Police Force as the primary protector of the public from violence
and crime and to ensure the freedoms of citizens. It seems to me that, given the difficult
period that the police have gone through in recent times, the general effectiveness and
efficiency of the Police Force has been impaired. That must be a matter of grave concern to
this Parliament. I recognise that the Government will no doubt claim that it is providing
additional resources to the Police Force in this year's Budget; and I acknowledge that a
greater amount of money is to be provided to the Police Force. However, that does not
necessarily mean we will have an effective and efficient police service in this State. ALI the
money in the world can be thrown at the Police Force; in the end the Police Force has to
enjoy the confidence of the Government, the Opposition, and, more importantly, the public of
Western Australia if it is to carry out its duties in a forthright, efficient and effective way.

Hon John Caldwell, when speaking to earlier motions, said he believed we should make our
points briefly, having regard to the fact that we are in the closing days of this parliamentary
session; so it is not my intention to speak at great length on this matter, but there is one other
point that members should be made aware of. It relates to political interference in the Police
Force. A statement was made in the president's report to the 52nd Annual Conference of the
Western Australian Police Union of Workers, held in June 1988, on page 2, that -

I do not need to elaborate on the Political push by Government last year to divide the
Council of this Union in an attempt to exert Goverrnent influence on its activities.

That is a damning indictment of this Labor Government, because the president of the union
has suggested that during 1987, attempts were made by the Government to exert political
pressure to attempt to influence the union's activities.

In closing I advise and remind Governiment members, and the Minister handling this motion
on behalf of the Government in this House, that the newspapers in Perth - that is, The West
Australian, the Daily News and the Sunday Times - and, indeed, The Australian, have all run
either editorials or editorial comments urging that a Royal Commission be held as a matter of
urgency into the affairs of the Western Australia Police Force. I believe the opinions
expressed in those newspaper articles reflect the opinion of the public in Western Australia.
More than that, it seems to me that until such time as we have a public inquiry, to which
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members of the community can freely give evidence of what they believe is occurring in the
Police Farce, we will not get to the situation where the community perception of the Police
Force will change for the better. I urge the Government very strongly to give consideration
to the establishmnent of a Royal Commission. It is an important opportunity not just to find
the corruption that Mr Freeman alleges may exist in the Police Force but to show the people
of Western Australia. through a public inquiry, that 99.9 per cent of our police officers
deserve our support and should enjoy our confidence.

It was suggested that the expansion of the internal affairs unit of the Police Force would solve
the problem of the public perception of alleged corruption in the Police Force. That may
indeed lead to people being charged and, perhaps, convicted of offences, but it will never
solve the public perception that while those inquiries are being conducted by the police
internal affairs unit, it is a case of Caesar judging Caesar, behind closed doors; that is a matter
that should concern this Parliament. I am calling for an open, public inquiry in- the form of a
Royal Commission to consider the terms of reference in this motion, and others that the
Government may wish to add to it. The motion has been moved in good faith, in the hope
that we will be able to clean up the problems that currently exist in the Western Australia
Police Force and allow it to get back to the very fine job it has been carrying out since its
inception on behalf of the citizens of this State. I urge the House to support the motion.

I-ION J.N. CALDWELL (Agricultural) [11.47 am]: I second the motion. The National
Party agrees entirely with it. We have to look at our State in a realistic way and see which
way it is heading; it appears that it could be heading into turmoil in some areas. This is one
area where perhaps we could, by having a Royal Commission, nip this situation in the bud
before it blows too much out of context and a lot of people get hurt.

( would also lie to say that in supporting this particular motion, in no way will I bring down
my wrath on the Liberal Party. It was reported in Wednesday's The West Australian that
when the National Party moved to establish an Honorary Royal Commission, "the National
Party incurred the wrath of the Liberals by winning Government support". I did not notice
any wrath; I noticed a jolly good debate. T7he Liberal Party members probably felt a little
disappointed that it looked as though the possibility of a Royal Commrission was slipping out
the window, but there will not be any wrath incur-red by me nor my colleagues by saying that
we should support the setting up of a Royal Commission to look into the Police Force.

I do not intend to carry on for too long because I do not have the expertise of Hon George
Cash, who has been dealing with police matters for many years. I only hope that in the years
to come he might have the opportunity to be the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.
I am sure he has the capabilities.

Hon P.G. Pendal: "Mr Fix-it".

Hon George Cash: I shall do my best.

Hon J.N. CALDWELL: If this motion is carried and the investigation undertaken I feel sure
some highlights will come out and he might become the Minister more quickly than he
thinks.

Hon P.C. Pendal: He might regret it then.

Hon J.N. CALDWELL: I liken the Police Force to the Army, the Air Force or the Navy.
When superiors squabble and can be seen to have problems between themselves, it is only
natural that there will be uneasiness among the troops. This uneasiness is causing some
resignations, and that is something we do not want. The Police Force is to be admired.
When a young lad or a young girl goes through his or her training, they go through quite a
rigmarole. As a result, we have an enormous problem when they are lost to the force. We do
not want to lose them. Morale is extremely important, so we must encourage the
establishment of this Royal Commission. We must nip the causes of this uneasiness in the
bud as soon as possible.
On Tuesday I moved for the setting up of another Royal Commaission and scored some 13
lines in The West Australian, but it was not reported in the country editioni. We in the
National Party must be thankful for having 13 lines in The West Australian. The media seem
hell-bent on destroying us, so I would likec to read these 13 lines to the House. They are -
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Earlier the National Party incurred the wrath of the Liberals by winning Government
support for the select committee inquiry into state investments relating to the
petrochemical plant, WA Government Holdings and Rothwel-s being given the status
of a temporary Royal Commission after Parliament is prorogued.
This would allow it to continue its investigations while Parliament is not sitting.

I do not know whether the word "temporary" was ever mentioned during that debate; I would
have thought the word "honorary" should have been used. Even if the newspaper had said
"temporary Honorary Royal Commission" it would have been better than saying a temporary
Royal Commission. The commission may not last very long, but that committee will carry
out its investigations and report to the Parliament.

It is absolutely unbelievable that a Royal Commission moved by Hon George Cash, with
which we totally agree, should have scored page 2 in The West Australian with three
photographs and a full page write-up, although it has no hope of being appointed. We have
to be realistic; we have brought this motion to the people, and the people will decide. I do
nor think the Royal Commission proposed by Hon George Cash will be established, although
I hope it will be, and I hope that the bottom of this uneasiness can be reached.

Hon Sam Piantadosi: You had better join the Liberal Party and then you will score page 2.

Hon N.F. Moore: If you want to score you must join the Labor Party.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon J.N. CALDWELL: I have been in this House many times when the National Parry has
been accused of doing deals to get somewhere. [ wonder why The West Australian did not
say this was the position here, This article says that the National Parry incurred the wrath of
the Liberals by winning Government support for the committee of inquiry into the
petrochemical plant. I do not know why the media did not say that we had done a deal with
the Labor Party. I think they have missed a really good point there;, they could have
hammered another nail through us and given it another twist.

Hon M.S. Montgomery: What about Bob Pike seconding the motion?

Hon J.N. CALDWELL: The paper missed that as well. While I have been in Parliament we
have done one deal, and I shall tell members exactly what we have done. We swapped
preferences with the Liberal Party at the last election; both parties agreed to that. To my
knowledge that is the only deal that we have done with anybody since I have been here, and I
am proud of it.

Hon Tom Helm: That is something they will get you on.

Hon J.N. CALDWELL: I do not think so. I am convinced we are on the right track. The
quicker we cooperate and get together the better I shall like it, and then we will give members
opposite a bit of trouble.
We have created a precedent by setting up this commission, and we received 13 lines in The
West Australian. It will be an Honorary Royal Commission led by capable people - and
capable people sit on the committee - but it was not reported in the country papers, and they
are the people we represent. They do not even know that we exist out there because so often
our actions are not reported.

We fully support the setting up of this Royal Commission, and I congratulate Hon George
Cash for bringing this motion before Parliament. It is imperative that the Royal Commission
be established, and I only hope that the Government will carry out its part. The Police Force
will be a much better force if all these matters are investigated and brouight to the notice of
the public.

H-ON GRAHAM EDWARDS (North Metropolitan - Minister for Racing and Gaming)
[11.58 amj]: The Government views this motion with some concern. The debate we have
heard this morning introduced nothing new. In our view it represents another attempt by a
power-desperate clique in the Liberal Party to politicise the Police Force.

Hon N.E. Moore: What a pathetic statement!

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Members on this side listened in absolute silence to the
Opposition, hoping that something new would come out to substantiate what the Opposition
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had to say. Nothing new was brought for-ward or said. However, the moment I get up to
defend the Police Force in this State, the Opposition starts its whingeing and wailing. The
Government is absolutely sick and tired of continued efforts by the Opposition to undermine
the Commissioner of Police and the Police Force. In my view the community, too, has had
enough of it.

I had the occasion to talk the other day to a group of police officers from within my
constituency, at their invitation, on matters unrelated to what we are discussing this morning.
During the course of casual conversation it emerged that that group of police officers, who I
believe are representative of the Police Force, are sick and tired of the political way they are
being used by this Opposition.

Hon N.E. Moore: You will substantiate that, won't you?

Elon GRAHAM EDWARDS: What I will not do is give the names of those people, because I
can well imagine what might happen. We would see a further expansion of the witch hunt
that has been going on for months in this and another Chamber. The Police Force is sick and
tired of being used as a political whipping post -

Hon P.G. Pendal: By the Labor Party.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: - by the Leader of the Opposition in this House and the small
clique of Liberals who support him, and it is sick and tired of being used as a means of
having someone's political and personal ambitions furthered. It is interesting that when a
motion was adopted in another place recently all parties came together to express continued
confidence in the Commissioner of Police, and they further believed that operational matters
of the Police Force were matters for the commissioner. I wonder why there is a clique here,
from within the Liberal Party, which does not show that same support for the motion which
was passed unanimously in another place. I wonder why Mr Cash and his little clique do
dissent from those sentiments of support for the commissioner and the Police Force. I come
back to that same answer: It is simply because Mr Cash and his clique represent a group of
people who are power desperate and who will stop at nothing to win Government, including
politicising the Police Force.

Hon P.O. Pendal: You are pathetic!

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I repeat that we on this side sat in silence and listened to the
comments made by Mr Cash, yet the moment I start to defend the Police Force -

Hon N.E. Moore: You aren't defending the Police Force at all.

Hon P.O. Pendal: You have used them.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: - we get this tirade of abuse, as was just evidenced by
Mr Pendal.

During the course of his remarks the Leader of the Opposition mentioned some matters that
were contained in this morning's The West Australian; indeed, he referred to them in part. I
want to refer in much more depth to the speech from which those comments in this morning's
newspaper were drawn. They were drawn from an address made by the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, Hon [an Taylor. at a regional officers' seminar which I am advised
was attended by the upper echelons of the Police Force.

Just before I refer in detail to that speech, Mr Cash referred to some comments made by
Mr Chadbourne, the President of the Police Union, relating to, I think Mr Cash said or
implied, political interference.

Hon George Cash: I quoted from his annual report.

H-on GRAHAM EDWARDS: What Mr Cash conveniently did not quote from was the report
of the 53rd Conference, where Mr Chadbourne said he thought [an Taylor, the current
Minister, was the best Minister for Police and Emergency Services this State has ever had; it
is that best Minister, Mr [an Taylor, whom I want to quote today. The Minister started by
saying -
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I thank you for the opportunity to be here today.
That is more than I can say from my own point of view in being here. The Minister's speech
continued -

It is mast appropriate that the theme of the seminar for Regional Officers is 'Entering
the 90's".

What this seminar is really about is setting the agenda for this State's 3,700 police
officers - it is about the future direction for the Western Australian Police Force.
Let me say here and now that there was a time not so long ago that I really thought I
had served my time as Minister for Police and I wanted a change in portfolio.

But times have changed and, if it is the wish of the Government, I want to retain the
portfolio.

Certainly it is the wish of the Government, and it is the wish of the police. The Minister's
speech continued -

The reason is many fold - but of primary consideration is that I believe there is still a
great dea of work ro be done.
It will mean some hard decisions and same tough action but it is the end product
towards which I am looking and that is to create the cornerstone which will guide this
police force into the 90's.

Some of those tough decisions which have to be taken start at the top - others at the
bottom.

One of those tough decisions was taken last year by your Commissioner. Amid very
strong opposition and threats of a no confidence motion, he set up the Internal Affairs
Unit.

It is interesting, Mr President, that at the time the commissioner set up that internal affairs
unit be was roundly criticised by Mx Cash.

[Resolved, that business be continued.j

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Mir Cash had this to say in The West Ausralin of
5 September 1988 at the time the unit was set up -

The new anti-corruption squad is a cheap and visible attempt to politicise the WA
police force, according to the Opposition.

The Opposition spokesman for police, Mr Cash, said the suggestion that rookie police
could combat corruption was lie asking an accounting graduate to stamp out book
fiddling by senior partners in an accounting practice.

The Commissioner of Police, Mr Bull, last week announced that a 10-man squad,
known as the internal affairs unit, would investigate corruption in the force.

Police sources revealed that new graduates would be used to inform on fellow
officers.

Mr Bull would not confirm or deny the plan.
Mr Cash said the real purpose of sending rookies to police stations with a special
charter was for the State Government to "completely politicise the force".
"Young police volunteers who toe the Labor Party line could be carefully selected to
dob in any officer not of the same political persuasion," he said.

[ wonder whether the Leader of the Opposition stands by those comments today.

Hon George Cash: Not only do I stand by them, but later on I will read a statement of the
domestication - that is, the political objectives - of selection in the Police Force.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: So the Leader of the Opposition does stand by them. He also
said in that article -

'If nothing else, the announcement of this move of secretly planting new recruits
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throughout the force will place every new recruit under suspicion in every police
station in the State."
Meanwhile, the secretary of the Citizens Against Crime, Mr Bob Taylor, said the
police should stop tvhingeing about the new squad and accept it.

"The public have a lot of faith in the police and that faith has got to be maintained,'
he said.
"This is going to be a real test for the rank and file."

The secretary of the Police Union, Mr Ric Stingemore, could not be contacted for
Comment...

It is interesting that today on the Des Guilfoyle Show on 6WF. Mr Cash said he has
considerable confidence in the internal investigation unit of the Police Force. That
organisation is responsible for the investigations and is the same unit Hon George Cash
politically bagged when its establishment was mooted. Yet today Hon George Cash said he
has confidence in that unit.

Hon George Cash: I do.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I wonder where Hon George Cash really stands. It is
interesting that on 12 September 1988 in the Daily News the editorial read as follows -

Setting aside the arguments that have followed Mr Bull's foray into television, it is a
pity that the Opposition has tried to make a political issue out of the formation of the
squad.

This is one area that demands a bipartisan approach.

I had hoped that bipartisan approach recommended by the Daily News had been reached
when I heard Hon George Cash this morning say on the radio that he had confidence in that
unit. However, I was extremely disappointed to find out he has contradicted that by saying,
four hours later, that he does not have faith in that unit.

Hon Tom Stephens: Don't they call bin "Brown Paper Bag" Cash?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I refer now to what the Minister had to say about the internal
affairs unit -

It was a move which was praised by many outside the police force and one which is
bringing results - it is rooting out what is the scourge of police forces throughout
Austalia and the world - the corrupt copper.

To put it bluntly we don't want them and nor does the public, because nothing does
more to destroy a police force's standing in the community than any hint of
corruption or wrongdoing.

When your Commidssioner was appointed, it was because he had values that in
keeping with the demands of our society - old fashioned in terms of his total
dedication to the standards of honesty and duty and the modem from his idea for
policing as to service TO, and in co-operation WITH, the general commnunity.

That community policing is receiving great support from the commnunity. As a result of that
support, this Opposition is seeking to pull it down and destroy it. The Minister's remarks
continue -

He - with the backing of the Government - is winning acceptance by police of those
values. It is partly due to his personal behaviour being a role model.

Who could deny that this Police Commissioner is a role mode]? The Minister's remarks
continue -

Your Commissioner, myself and the Government want a police force which is staffed
with men and women whose attitude to life and their job is secure enough to override
inevitable temptations.

There are further measures which are under consideration for improving the image of
our police force. The recent Ombudsman's report suggested a police board.

I will tell you that this mailer is under very serious consideration and should it be
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established and should in its terns of office believe further inquiries into the police
force are necessary, then in my view, we would have no choice but to accept that
advice.

Also included in the role of that board would be to make recommendations on such
Matters as training, personnel practices and financial and planning management.

It would also be involved in making recommendations on the appointment of
Superintendents and higher ranks, including that of Commissioner and considering
advice from the Commissioner and making recommendations on the appointment of
Inspectors and Chief Inspectors.

Integrity and loyalty would be an important pant of the measure of candidates, and it
is interesting to note that in areas where a police board is in operation, corrupt police
rarely slip into to senior ranks of a police force.

Another innovation which could be considered is the disclosure by the upper echelons
of the force of personal particulars of income and assets of areas which could provide
possible conflict between public duty and private interests.

Incidentally, in New South Wales where it is not compulsory but there is provision for
statements to be lodged many senior police have done so voluntarily.

It is interesting to note -that like the introduction of the Internal Affairs Unit - it is
really only those who have something to fear or hide who need to be worried by such
measures.
I will be putting forward in the first instance to the Auditor General my own such
statement - and I call on the Opposition shadow spokesman to do the same.

The Opposition shadow spokesman squibbed that challenge. He ducked it.

Hon George Cash; Absolute rubbish! I said I was more than happy to give it to the Chief
Justice.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The fact that the Opposition spokesman ducked it is contained
in this momning's paper. Unlike the Auditor General, the Chief Justice does not report to
Parliament. I wonder why Hon George Cash said he would refrain from giving those details
to the Auditor General. I wonder what Hon George Cash has to hide from this Parliament.

Hon George Cash: Absolute rubbish. We will have a Royal Commission and see what a
couple of your blokes have to hide.

Hon John Malden: We are terrified.

Hon George Cash: So you should be.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The Minister's remarks continued -
I am also considering travelling around Australia and *even overseas to inspect
examples of police forces which have a good reputation and a high degree of public
confidence.

But in doing that. I am also willing to take with me members of the Opposition
parties.

The reason is important - I believe the future of law and order and in particular the
police force is above party politics. It has to be a bi-partisan approach. We are not
going to be in Government for ever - that's a political reality.

It is interesting that the Minister said to the Police Farce that the Government would not be in
Government forever and that was a reality while at the same time he sought a bipartisan
approach. I bet he was listened to more earnestly and with more consideration than I have
been shown today by the Opposition. I will repeat the Minister's remarks -

We are not going to be in Government for ever - that's a politicaL reality - so when
shaping the future of the WA police force, we must make sure we have the support of
all political patties.
I have already mentioned that public confidence in its police force is vital for its
future.
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It is what the public sees and reads which can eventually erode their confidence in our
police force.
Those of you from the regional areas will have noticed a regular flurry of stories
surfacing about lack. of manpower or crime being out of control in various areas.
One could be forgiven for coming to the conclusion that the law and order situation
was in a bad way.
The same applies to recent headlines about corruption in the WA police force - what
those stories glossed over is that it was the Commissioner of Police - your
Commissioner - who told the Ombudsman he was investigating a number of officers
and there were some cases of suspected corruption.
As one reporter put it to mec - 'But the report said the police force is corrupt'.
I'Ul tell you today as I told him - this conclusion is wrong. So is the notion that law
and order is out of control.
Just like in the political arena the media scrutiny won't stop - you have to understand
it will always be a fact of life and the media won't let up.
If you a-re to survive that scrutiny, you have to be right - you have to be above
reproach - you have to be doing your duty.
It is like the situation I mentioned earlier about the establishment of the internal
affairs unit - it was headlines for a week, but was the right decision.
A couple of weeks later even the letters to the Editor supporting the move
disappeared.
The problems facing the force in the future are complex and playing a part in it will
be the media perception of what you do.
But the police will survive because of the integrity of your Commissioner and, I
believe, the integrity of the vast majority of this State's 3.700 police officers.
It is a good police force - but I am determined that should be Australia's best.
At times it does seem like you are fighting a losing battle not only against crime, but
also against public opinion being expressed through the media.
For the battle against crime, the Government is doing everything in its power to
ensure that the police force does have everything it needs.
You are getting your thousand extra police officers (and here bear in mind that the
increase in actual strength of the police force in the seven years since February 1983
is more than 1,100 officers), you have the best in equipment, and facilities throughout
the State are being upgraded at an unprecedented rate.
For the battle against the public perception of the force, you are all involved in the re-
shaping of the department.
This is happening in many areas like the massive influx of new police officers,
community policing and in the force's relationship with the media.
But the biggest changes will come at the top - there are two spots to be filled in senior
management.
Those positions will go to officers who can show integrity and loyalty - who can show
they can be tough and yet fair - and who have a proven record of good management.
A united body which is enforcing the law in a firm, honest and fair manner will
silence the critics.
The 1990's hold promise of great things for the Western Australia police force.

But it is the mission of a new-look leadership, which involves every one of you here
today and the mission of the Government and myself as Minister to ensure that this
State's police force will be the most respected in Australia and even an example for
others throughout the world.
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In my view, that was an excellent address to the police officers.
One of the major thrusts of Mr Cash's speech related to corruption. He says on the one hand
that corruption exists, but on the other hand he says that 99.9 per cent of officers are good,
honest, hardworking and conscientious.

Hon George Cash: Don't you agree?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I wonder why it is that Mr Cash also wants a Fitzgerald-style
commission for the remaining 0. 1 per cent of the police population. Mi Cash tries to draw
some sort of comparison between - to use his figures - 0. 1 per cent of the Police Force in this
State and the situation which has occurred in Queensland. The events in Queensland are
absolutely and totally different.

Hon George Cash: Are you sure?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Queensland had a commnissioner who was allegedly corrupt
and who was suspected by the Govemnment; and an assistant commissioner who confessed to
corruption.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Is the Opposition saying that some sort of corruption is
evident or is indeed happening within the hierarchy of the Police Force of this State? Is Mr
Davies saying that the hierarchy of the Western Australian Police Force is corrupt? If
members are not saying that they cannot draw any comparisons between what is happening in
this State and what has unfortunately happened in Queensland.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

H-on GRAHAM EDWARDS: A media statement by the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services recently stated -

The Commissioner has this afternoon assured me that none of those current
investigations involve serving members in the upper echelons of the police force.

If I had to make a choice between believing the Minister and the Commissioner of Police or
believing the Leader of the Opposition, in every instance I would believe the fanner two. On
9 September 1988, when we were having similar discussions about the police internal affairs
unit, the editorial of The West Australian stated -

While we share misgivings about reported proposals for the squad to be fed
information by anonymous police academy results, there is a compelling case for pre-
emptive procedures to prevent graft from getting a foothold.

Any doubts about the need for such action have been dispe~ed by the startling
disclosures that have come out of the Fitzgerald inquiry in Queensland and the taint
that attached itself to the New South Wales Police Force.

The editorial went on to say -

There is no evidence that corruption on that level exists in WA, but our police are
subjected to similar pressures and temptations and only constant vigilance and
decisive action will ensure that corruption is kept at bay.

Of course that was the reason for the establishment of the internal affairs unit.
Mr Cash's speech contained absolutely nothing new; it was a fairly empty rerun of the sort of
things we have heard in this place on and off, as is his wont. The most damning part of it was
that Mr Cash admitted his whole speech was based on rumour and innuendo. I suggest that
rumnour and innuendo originate within the Liberal Party.

I turn briefly to the question of morale. If there is a problem with morale in the Police Force
in this State. it is one which again stems from rumour and innuendo and one which also has
its origins in statements by the Opposition - particularly the Leader of the Opposition in this
House who is also the shadow Minister for Police and Emergency Services. He sees political
advantage in using the Police Force as a whipping boy to achieve his political and personal
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ambitions. That is the root cause of the rumour and innuendo and indeed the root cause of
any lack of morale which may exist within the Police Force.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Between 1979 and 1981 the approved strength of the Police
Force was 2 611 officers. One would have thought if there were a substantial problem with
Morale today the resignation rate would be- extremely high. However, resignations at the
moment are running at 2.3 per cent - bearing in mind the introduction of the retiring age of 55
for police that represents a 2.3 per cent resignation rate. However in 1981t-82 when the
retirement age of 55 was not in force, the resignation rate was a staggering 3.6 per cent.

Hon George Cash: You are staggered easily.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: When Mir Cash quotes statistics he might like to consider my
statistics.

The motion represents nothing new; it says nothing new; it is based on rumour and innuendo.
Just as I referred to Mr Cash's having a concern which prevents his from accepting the
challenge of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to report to the Auditor General,
I wonder what it is that he has to hide when he seeks to limit the commission to inquiring into
activities of the past five years, Why five years?
Hon George Cash: If the Minister wishes to amend that to eight years, we will agree.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Perhaps the Opposition has some fear or something to hide if
the commnission were to go back further? That is a question the Opposition may well need to
address. In the interim, [ oppose the motion.

Sitting suspended from 12.30 to 2.15 pm
HON R.G. PIKE (North Metropolitan) (2.15 pmJ: I support the motion moved by Hon
George Cash and commend him for his initiative in moving it. I have been endeavouring to
capture same of the odium and dislike the Minister directed at this side of the House in his
normal subjective way in order to get some enthusiasm for the subject.

Hon Graham Edwards: I am so far in front of you. Mr Pike, that I am lonely.

Hon ROG. PIKE: I draw the attention of the House to page 18 of the Ombudsman's report on
the investigation of Deputy Commissioner of Police Peters by the Commissioner of Police.
which is dated 6 December 1989. Itemn 71, under the heading Corruption and Serious
Misconduct in the Western Australian Police Service, makes a lie of the quite naive
commnents made by the Minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
in another place.

Hon Graham Edwards: Are you saying that it Is more than 99.9 per cent? I was using Mr
Cash's figures; do you understand that, Mr Pike?

Hon PCI. Pendal: You will be thrown out soon for your behaviour.

Hon R.G. PIKE: I believe that the Minister has been accorded the accolade as being the best
mudslinger in this House.

Hon Garry Kelly: It takes one to know one.

H4on Kay Hallahan: The heat is getting to you, Mr Pike.

Hon R.G. PIKE: The honourable Minister, when speaking on this issue, has The attributes of
a bog - there is no doubt about that.

Hon Graham Edwards: Yes, the best on the ground - you are right again, Mr Pike!

Several members interjected.

Hon R.G. PIKIE: I quote the Ombudsman as follows -

At my request the Commissioner showed me a list of 58 matters which were under
monitoring or investigation, involving allegations of serious misconduct against at
least 45 past and present officers. In some cases, it was thought that several officers
were involved. Some of the matters were extremely serious.
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I quote item 73 of the report -

The infonrmation before me supports the view that there may be pockets of organised
corruption in Western Australia involving past and present police officers,

I wholeheartedly support the report's recommendations that a three man board controlling the
police should serve with the conmmissioner, but having authority over the commissioner.
Members will recall the problems chat have existed in the New South Wales Police Force
under Labor Governments; that is. not only the Wran Government, but also the Jack Lang
Government. The history of the Lang Government indicates that had it initiated a three man
board of control, a lot of the subsequent problems in the Police Force would not have
eventuated. The Minister also said that the Government is "sick and tired of the Opposition's
attitude". We agree that the Government is sick and tired.

Hon Reg Davies: Hear, hear!

Hon R.G. PIKE: The Opposition and the Western Australian people are sick and tired of the
deals done by this Government, and we are aware that Western Australia is sick as a result of
deals that have been done by this Government. The honourable Minister reveals a lamentable
lack of understanding of the processes of Parliament because it is the function of an
Opposition to properly raise matters such as the administration of the police. At a rime when
the commnissioner himself has investigated his senior officer, Deputy Commissioner Peters,
we particularly have that responsibility. Indeed, if we did not pursue the matter, we would
properly be accused by the public of Western Australia of not doing our job as an Opposition.
I would regard the Minister's comments in relation to the Liberal Party with the contempt
they deserve except to make the point that it is significant that the Minister has spent some
time defending Mr Taylor. If I were a Labor Party member, I would regard the Minister's
comments as those of a Cassandra in this matter. In his defence of and plaudits for Mr
Taylor, the Minister indicated that which must inevitably happen in this State;, that is, that the
socialist Labor Party wvill dump Dowding, Parker and Gril for its pure political survival -
bearing in mind that the Supply question next year will be a question in its own right which
we will be looking at closely at that time.

Hon B.L. Jones: Is that a threat?

Several members interjected.

Hon Tom Stephens: Some fantasising is going on.

Hon R.G. PIKE: The hip, hip, hoorays on the other side of the Rouse can make all the noise
they like. For its very survival this time next year this lot apposite will be roling Dowding,
Parker and Grill in order to keep a vestige of credibility; the new candidate will be Mr Taylor,
who has been promoted today by the Minister -

Point of Order
Hon MARK NEVILL: The member continually refers to other members of Parliament by
their surname rather than the correct title of "honourable" as required in the Standing Orders.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon J.M. Brown): The honourable member will direct his
remarks to the Chair and confine his remarks to the question on the paper.

Debate Resumed
Hon R.G. PIKE: I would have thought it was relevant to the degree that the Minister was
dealing with the Liberal Party for almost fifteen-sixteenths of his contribution. I have said
what [ want to say; that is, that being a Cassandra as far as the Labor Party is concerned we
will probably see before Supply next year the demise of those three gentlemen with their
heads in the basket placed there by the very ones giving them their hypocritical support.

Hon B.L. Jones: I wonder who will be your leader at that time next year.

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [2.24 pml: In this debate the Government has
done something it frequently does. It has tried to forget what has happened in the past. Why
are we debating this matter? A short time ago, on 15 November, an editorial appeared in The
West Australian. Mr Deputy President, I am having difficulty making myself heard while
these completely unrelated interruptions occur.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I cannot hear any interruptions; I am listening to the member.
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Hon Mark Nev ill: You should speak a bit louder.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon PETER, FOSS: The editorial, which is headed "Turmoil in top police ranks", states -

No stone should be left unturned to get to the bottom of the almost unbelievable
goings on in the most senior echelons of the WA Police Force.

The cloak-and-dagger activities and intrigue documented in reports in The West
Australian today rival anything in a fictional best-seller.

Mistrust between the state's two most senior police officers, claims of
maladministration and poor discipline, revelations of factional plotting as well as
Commissioner Bull's action in launching a secret spying operation on his deputy
could hardly be more alarming. How the force could carry out its crime-fighting and
other duties effectively while devoting so much of its resources to internal wrangling
is cause for serious disquiet.

The last two paragraphs read -

If Mr Peters was under suspicion, surely there were more direct ways of dealing with
the problem than asking a reporter to act as a go-between in an effort to get
inctriiating evidence.

These high-level intrigues in the Police Department will damage police morale and
undermine public confidence in the force. Only an open and independent public
inquiry can restore faith in the system.

Everybody is forgetting about the most incredible set of events that occurred recently. The
Commissioner of Police used a corruption squad, which he had promised his men would be
used only to track down corruption, to place his third officer in command under surveillance
for several months. I note that the Ombudsman seems to think that was justified. I differ
from the Ombudsman. If I were the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and had
been asked by the Commissioner of Police whether he could use the anti-corruption squad to
tail the No 3 policeman, I would have called for the men in white coats because that is such
an extraordinary action to take. We are being asked to trust the judgment of the
commissioner and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services in this matter, both of
whom, I thought, had shown the most incredibly bad judgment at the beginning of these
events.

Hon Bob Thomas interjected.
Hon PETER FOSS: Hon Bob Thomas forgets that the Minister was involved. The
commissioner asked for his advice. Whether or not the cornuissioner needed to ask hinm, he
did involve him and they both showed the most unbelievably bad judgment. The Minister
even admitted that he was saddened by his decision but stood by it. I refer again to the The
West Australian editorial of 15 November.

Hon Bob Thomas interjected.

Hon PETER FOSS: I did not. The member comes up with some silly little points which
have nothing to do with the topic. He should deal with the substance of the matter. Those
two men talked to each other; they knew what each other was doing. The Minister agreed to
the surveilance and they were both absolutely crazy to have done that. There is no point in
members coming up with these tricky little points. The fact is that the commissioner did
consult the Minister, who agreed and they were both involved in this extraordinary action.
How could the Police Force trust the comm-issioner if he had given them the assurance that
this corruption unit would be used only for corruption? Yet what did he use it for? He used
it to tail his No 3 man in what was essentially an internal dispute. We are being asked to trust
those two people's judgments. That is extraordinary. The fact that they knew it was wrong is
highlighted by something in the report by the Ombudsman. He points out that he asked to
see the file on that matter. Any proper bureaucratic process requires that records be kept in
these situations. In the case of the Peters investigation there was no file.

Hon Graham Edwards: There was no monitoring file.

Hon PETER FOSS: There was no file at a)l.
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Hon Graham Edwards: There was no monitoring file.
I-on PETER FOSS: If there were another file I would be interested to see it. I understood
there were no fies.

Hon Graham Edwards: There was a surveillance fie.

Hon PETER FOSS: The Ombudsman criticised the police procedures. Usually a bare file is
kept on monitoring, but the unit did not keep one on Peters. It seems quite clear that the
comm-issioner knew that he was wrong. He tried to share the blamne by speaking to the
Minister and all he did was catch the Minister in his own bad judgment. In these
extraordinary circumstances, as it always does when it is caught out, the Government tries to
tough it out, hoping the public have a fairly short memory and will forget as the Government
hoped they would with its corporate affairs dealings. The Minister in this House reported
something from the Minister for Police which seemed to indicate that if one makes a decision
and toughs it out for long enough people will forget about it. When one continues to insist
that something be done the Government says, "That is old news; we have heard it before."
Unless the Government agreed to it the first time and one asks for it a second time the
Government says, "You have asked for that before. Stop beating the same old drum." The
Opposition has to keep asking for it because the Government will not do anything about it.
Hon Doug Wenn: The same old speech day after day.

Hon PETER FOSS: It is the same old dreadful behaviour because the Opposition has to keep
asking the Government to do something about it. The Government will not do anything until
the Opposition has forced it to do something. I draw to the attention of the House something
that the Ombudsman had to say -

Hon Mark Nevill: Prove to me you don't bash your wife. If you can prove that it does not
mean that you won't do it next week or the week after.

Hon PETER FOSS: We have pointed to the facts and we have pointed to things which
require the Ombudsman to investigate this extraordinary performance.

Hon Doug Werm: You keep saying, "But we'll do it one day." The fact is that you have not
done it yet.

Hon PETER FOSS: How can Hon Doug Wean ignore that it was a most extraordinary
performance? Does the member think it was a clever performance? Does the member think
it was good judgment?
Hon Doug Wenin: Are you saying there is corruption in the Police Force?

Hon PETER FOSS: I amt saying that -

The DEPUTrY PRESIDENT (Hon J.M. Brown): Order! I have been very lenient since
Hon Peter Foss has been on his feet. I will not have any further interjections in the Chamber.
I will certainly name the next person who interrupts.
Hon PETER FOSS: The Opposition was asked to trust the judgment of the Commissioner of
Police. Hon Graham Edwards has asked us a number of times to trust the Mfinister for Police
and Emergency Services and the Commissioner of Police but the Opposition cannot trust
them. They showed a lack of judgment on the question of corruption. The Ombudsman said
in his report -

At my request, the Commissioner showed me a list of 58 matters which were under
monitoring or investigation, involving allegations of serious misconduct against at
least 45 past and present officers. In some cases, it was thought that several officers
were involved. Some of the matters were extremely serious.

That is a serious allegation. I do not say that any of those 58 matters are matters of
corruption. I do say that the commissioner has said he has 58 matters of concern involving
45 past and present officers. I am prepared to accept that the Commissioner of Police is
monitoring those inquiries and investigating that many officers. Some of those matters may
not be examples of corruption. There may be other examples of corruption which the
commtissioner does not know about. That is not necessarily the maximum or the mninimumn
number but the commissioner believes that they are examples of corruption. H-e goes on to
Say -

A73091I-6
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The information before me supports the view that there may be pockets of organised
corruption in Western Australia involving past and present police officers.

I am also prepared to accept that. The Ombudsman then says

A strong argument midght be advanced for a Royal Commission to investigate the
question of corruption and serious misconduct in the Western Australia Police
Service.

The Opposition agrees that there is a strong argument for a Royal Commission. He then in
the next paragraph presents what could be seen as an alternative argument. He then states in
paragraph 76 -

I refer the question to the Legislative Assembly.

I am sure that if the Ombudsman received this reference from this House he would have
wanted our view on this issue. It is a matter for both Houses to decide whether it is
appropriate for a recommendation for a Royal Comm-ission. That is what the Opposition is
saying now. It believes that there ought to be a Royal Commission.

Earlier parts of the report state that there are serious factional divisions within the Police
Force. The Opposition is asked to agree to have that same Police Force investigate itself and
for an investigation to be carried out by the very unit which was involved in this
extraordinary earlier performance. Paragraph 63 of the report says -

Both Mr Peters and some officers, who were supportive of the Commuissioner,
expressed to me some reservations about the current administration of the Police
Service.

There are reservations on both sides of the factional fence about the current administration of
the police service. The House is being asked to accept the judgment of the people who
started the whole affair. The Ombudsman has pointed out that the Commissioner of Police is
already investigating corruption. He believes that there are pockets of corruption in the
Police Force-, that there are arguments in favour of a Royal Commission and that such a
decision should be made by Parliament; that there are serious factional divisions within the
Police Force; and that there are reservations about the administration of the Police Force. It
is extraordinary that the Government should tell the Opposition that it is wrong and that it is
coming up wit some old saw by suggesting that there should be a Royal Commission.

The Minister for Racing and Gaming indicated that there should be bipartisan support for this
matter. The Opposition is offering the Government the opportunity to support a Royal
Commission, the recommendations of which should receive bipartisan support, rather than
the Minister's adopting a unilateral position. How can the Minister talk about bipartisanship
and at the same timne say, "You can take it or leave it." One can mouth the word "bipartisan",
but the best way to have a bipartisan approach is to have an independent person, such as a
Royal Commissioner, making recommendations. One then has a greater chance of obtaining
bipartisan support. How can the Minister expect bipartisan support when he pats himself on
the back and tells the Opposition what he is going to do and then tells the Opposition that it is
terrible and cannot be trusted to have any views on anything? What sort of nitwits does the
Minister think we are? The Minister simply says these things for the purposes of Press
releases. When it comes to the nitty gritty of political decision making one finds that the
people apposite are very much wanting.

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [2.36 pmj: I
thank Hon John CaldweUl, the acting Leader of the National Party, Hon Bob Pike and
Hon Peter Foss for the positive arnd constructive comments they have made to this motion. I
also recognise the constructive comments that the Minister for Racing and Gaming made,
although I was disappointed that comments of any substance in his speech were few and far
between. My hope is that the issue of bipartisanship. which was raised by Hon Peter Foss
and mentioned also by the Minister before the luncheon suspension, will be accepted by all
members. The only way there will be a bipartisan inquiry is to have an independent Royal
Comm-issioner consider terms of reference and any other matters that the Government may
wish to attach to such an iniquiry. An inquiry would be good for the Police Force and for the
State.

The comments of the Minister which could be attributed directly to him were fairly limited
inasmuch as he spent most of his time reading from a speech the Minister for Police and
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Emergency Services delivered to a seminar of police officers the ocher day. It would have
saved the rime of this House had copies of that speech been distributed to all members. It
contained some valuable informnation and I would be pleased if, in due course, the Minister
would provide me with a copy of it. I am sure there are some measures in it which could be
supported in a bipartisan way.
The Minister claimed that the Government has knowledg e of the items F included in the terms
of reference. If the Govemnment has knowledge of - and the answers to - the charges that are
politically sensitive to the Government being delayed or discontinued, the real reasons for the
cut-rent low morale in the Police force and whether it is desirable to appoint a police board, it
is a pity the Minister for Racing and Gamning did not say so in his speech. If the Government
has knowledge of the matters outlined in the terms of reference I have proposed, a charge
could be levelled at it for failing in its duty to propose a similar inquiry before now.

The Minister for Racing and Gaming's comments were remarkable in one regard and I ask
members to cast their mind back a couple of years to the comments of the then Premier of
Queensland, Sir Job Bjelke-Petersen. I am sure they will recognise the similarity between the
remarks he made and the words the Minister used today. I remind members that it was Sir
Joh Bjelke-Petersen, as Premier of Queensland, who day after day told the public through the
Parliament or at Press conferences that there was no need for an inquiry into the Queensland
Police Force because everything was under control, he knew where the problems were and he
had them under his thumb. It is now obvious that there were problems in the Queensland
Police Force and they were exposed by the independent Fitzgerald Royal Commission.
Members would be aware -that charges are pending on a number of matters which were
identified by the Fitzgerald Royal Commission. I hasten to add that I believe we do not - I
certainly hope we do not - have the same level of corruption in the Western Australia Police
Force as that which was shown to exist in the Queensland Police Force. I doubt whether any
Police Force in any State in Australia would come anywhere near the level of the apparent
corruption in the Queensland Police Force. The fact is there is a perception in the community
that we have problems with our Police Force and the only way we will save the situation is to
appoint an independent Royal Commission to inquire into it.

The Minister will come to rue the day that he suggested in this House that, first, he had
knowledge of all the things I raised today and, second, he had no intention of taking any
independent action to institute an inquiry. Members should remember Sir Joe Bjelke-
Petersen saying, "Don't worry about that; everything is under control," only to find that
Commissioner Tony Fitzgerald found that the Queensland Police Force had a number of
problems.

The Minister raised the question of whether members of the Police Force should be required
to submit statements of their financial interests. He quoted from an article in this morning's
The Wesr Australian in which the Minister for Police and Emergency Services indicated that
he believed senior officers should be required, if only on a voluntary basis, to produce such
statements and lodge them with a third party. The Minister for Police and Emergency
Services said in that article that he would be prepared to lodge a statement of his Financial
interests with the Auditor General and he challenged me to do the same. Last night when I
spoke to a reporter from The West Australian [ made it very clear, as was published in this
morning's paper, that I would be delighted to accept the Minister's challenge and I would be
mare than happy to fumish an independent person with a copy of my financial interests. I
hope that would indeed extend into the senior ranks of the Public Service and, in particular,
to those senior policy advisers who give advice to Ministers of the Crown and who are in a
position to influence decisions that are taken by the Government. The point the Minister
missed was that I said I would prefer to hand my information to the Chief Justice. He
appeared to have drawn the conclusion that because I did not want to hand the information to
the Auditor General it should be seen that I was not prepared to hand it to anyone. I am
prepared to hand the information to any reasonable person because I have nothing to hide. If
the Chief Justice is prepared to accept the information and to hold it in trust or if the Auditor
General is prepared to accept it and hold it in trust, I am sure we can come to some
arrangement.

The Liberal Party intends to amend the Members of Parliament (Financial Interests) Bill,
which the Government has had sitting on the Legislative Assembly's Notice Paper for a long
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time, in order that senior public servants, particularly policy advisers to Ministers, be required
to furnish details of their financial interests to the most senior judicial officer in this State. It
seemed appropriate to me that I should nominate the Chief Justice as the person I would
prefer to hold any information I may wish to furnish about my financial interests.
I do not know what this is all about. I am surprised, if members opposite are keen that
pecuniary interest statements should be furnished to the Auditor General, they are not rushing
to him to furnish that information. Do we need an Act of Parliament before members will do
that? I should think not.

As I said on ABC radio this morning, it was passing strange that while the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services spoke about wanting me to furnish a statement of my pecuniary
interests and I had accepted his challenge the Government had not bothered to debate the
financial interests Bill in another place. I ask the Government what it has to hide? Why does
it not bring the Bill forward and agree to the amendments proposed by the Liberal Party?

Hon Sam Piantadosi: You would have been in trouble.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I can assure the member that the matter has been discussed in the
Liberal Pasty's party room and the amendments are ready to go. The Liberal Party will
actually challenge the Government to stand up for what it has been sprouting in the
community by widening the parameters of the Bill. We will then know whether the
Government is dinkum.

Several members interjected.

Hon GEORGE CASH: Members opposite can save themselves, but the opportunity exists
right now for them to furnish a statem~tnt of their financial interests to the Auditor General.
Hon Sanm Piantadosi: We will consult with you beforehand.

Hon GEORGE CASH: Please do, I may know something about the member's financial
interests that he has forgotten.
The Minister mentioned that I had nominated the past five years only as the period I wanted
the Royal Commission to consider. I said by way of interjection to the Minister that if he
were prepared to support my motion I would be prepared to seek the leave of the House to
alter the period of time to something more acceptable to him. I now ask him to indicate, by
way of interjection, whether he will support the motion.

Hon Graham Edwards: I have told you we will not support it, but we would definitely be
much more opposed than our ultimate opposition if it related to five-years. only. Why restrict
it to five years?

Hon GEORGE CASH: That is interesting; it is rather like being a little bit pregnant. The
Government is saying that it will oppose the motion anyway, but it is not impressed with the
inclusion of a five year period.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Why should you make the 10 years conditional on anything?

Hon GEORGE CASH: If the Government will support this motion, I will seek leave of the
House to chanige that period to 10 years.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Why attach a condition?

Hon GEORGE CASH: I[have nothing against a period of 10 years.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Seek leave that it be changed to 10 years and you will get leave.

Hon GEORGE CASH: Will the Leader of the House support the motion?

Hon J.M. Berinson: We are not interested in conditions, we are interested in decent motions.

Hon GEORGE CASH: The Government is not interested in supporting the motion?

Hon J.M. Berinson: You are not interested in a 1 0-year period.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I will move for a 10-year period if the Leader of the House will give
a guarantee to support it.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Why should it depend on what we say?
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Hon GEORGE CASH: By those few interjections alone, the Government has given a clear
indication that it is not interested in a Royal Commission of inquiry into the Police Force in
Western Australia. The Government has clearly indicated it is not interested in a Royal
Commission of inquiry into the wider area of Government dealings in Western Australia.
The Government does not want anyone to inquire into the matters with which it has been
connected in the last few years. So that I can at least take up the offer made by the Leader of
the House and the Minister for Racing and Gaming, I seek leave of the House to amend
paragraph I of the motion by deleting the numeral "5" and replacing it wit the numeral ' 10".
Leave granted.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I seek the support of the House for the motion which has been
amended to take care of the concern expressed by the Government.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (16)
Hon J.N Caldwell Hon Barry House Hon P.G. Pendal Hon Margaret McAleer
Hon George Cash Hon P.H. Lockyer Hon K. Pike (Teller)
Hon Reg Davies Hon M.S. Montgomery Hon W.N. Stretch
Hon Max Evans Hon N.F. Moore Hon Derrick Tomlinson
Hon Peter Foss Hon Muriel Patterson Hon D.J. Wordsworth

Noes (15)
Hon J.M. Berinson Hon John Halden Hon Ganry Kelly Hon Bob Thomas
Hon J.M. Brown Hon Kay Hattalan Hon Mark Nevill Hon Doug Wenn
Hon Cheryl Davenport Hon Tom Helm Hon Sam Piantadosi Hon Fred McKenzie
Hon Graham Edwards Hon B.C. Jones Hon Tom Stephiens (Teterk

Pair
Hon E.J. Charlton HonT.G. Butler

Question thus passed.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL

Committee
Resumed from 13 December. The Chairman of Committees (Hon J.M. Brown) in the Chair;
Hon J.M. Berinson (Minister for Budget Management) in charge of the Bill.
Schedule I -

Progress was reported after the schedule had been partly considered.

Premier, and tMinister ror Public Sector Management -

Hon J.M. BERIINSON: At the point we had reached at the adjournment last night, I was
asked for some detail of the number of officers employed under this heading. I refer in
particular to the provision of staff for the Office of Public Sector Management, which is a
new office under the Premier's authority. The Office of Public Sector Management reports
through the Director General of the Ministry to the Premier as Minister for Public Sector
Management. It is a central policy making group for the whole public sector and is to be
compared to the Public Service Commission which is concerned primarily with employment
issues and which focuses on Public Service Act employees. The public sector comprises
currently 97 700 officers of whom approximately 17 000 are Public Service Act employees.
For the first time, the Premier, as Minister for Public Sector Management, has direct hands on
involvement in public sector management and there is no Minister assisting him as there was
previously.

Since 1983 public sector employment in Western Australia as a percentage of total
employment has declined from 26 per cent to 23 per cent. The Government is committed to
maintaining this trend. The decision to locate the office within the Premier's authority
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confirms the Government's continuing commitment to better Public Service management.
The functions of the office include the following: General whole of Government
coordination of public sector management policy in a direct support role to the Premier; for
example, policy advice on the structure and organisation of the public sector including the
optimum allocation of resources through program management and budgeting; ongoing
functional review of Government agencies and the functions and programs which involve
more than one agency; policy advice on public sector labour planning and labour
management issues for the conduct of the multiskilling and a job design program, and for the
management of the skills resource management; reform program endorsed through the recent
structural efficiency principal wage case; and development of a whole of Government
approach to working environment issues leading to improved labour-management relations
and enhanced productivity.

The ofice has 37 staff, 23 of whom have been transferred directly from the Public Service
Commnission:, so there is no net increase in the public sector in respect of those 23 positions.
The other 14 positions are new and are essential for new functions to which I referred
previously and especially to structural changes resulting from the State wage case and
agreements.

Hon PETER FOSS: The Government Media Office shows 23 full time staffing levels at a
cost of $593 000. There are also other services, although I am not sure what they are, for
which $236 000 is budgeted, making a total of close to $800 000. Other payments are
probably involved that are directed towards the Government's media office. This indicates a
substantial office. Is the Government Media Office a new creation to perform a new task,
arid to what extent is it a centralising of tasks previously done elsewhere? Also, what is the
a~tual role that the Government Media Office plays as opposed to the role of various private
Press secretaries?

Hon J.M. BERJNSON: This is certainly not a new office. Members should note that the
allocation for this year is almost identical to the allocation for last year.

Hon Peter Foss: When it was first started was it really to centralise old tasks or did it involve
new tasks and new people?
Hon J.M. BERINSON: The office has been in place for at least five or six years. I am not
sure whether the people now attached to that office were attached to that area previously. I
do not have a close enough association with its operations to be certain of what I am about to
say. but subject to correction, thie media office is the Centre from which Press officers serving
the various Ministers are engaged. I do not know where previous officers were engaged; they
may have been with individual Ministers or have been employed in some other way. My
understanding is that the staff of this office includes Press officers available to Ministers who
are paid centrally rather than through the Centre.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that this conversation taking place between the two pantics is
highly irregular. [ do not mind it happening, but Hansard is having a great deal of difficulty.
I know this is being done in a spirit of cooperation, but I ask members to remember that we
are recording what is being said and that some respect should be shown for the Chair when a
member is on his feet. Other honourable members will have plenty of opportunities to stand
again and ask further questions, so rather than there being a two way conversation I would
appreciate it if responses were directed to the Chair.

Hon PETER FOSS: I apologise, Mr Chairman. The Minister's understanding. subject to
correction, is that the Press secretaries we have been talking about are not in fact employed
by the various departments for which they work but by a central Government Media Office?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: That is my understanding. There may be isolated exceptions, but I
do nor think they apply to ministerial Press officers as such. Also, the number indicated here
includes administrative staff and supporting staff other than Press officers. I will make a note
to check the information I have given and if it is incorrect in any way I will take the first
opportunity available to advise the Council of that fact.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: I understood the Minister to say that the 17 Press officers to
whom he has referred previously, two of whom serve the Premier and the other 15 serve
other Ministers, are included in the 23 full time equivalent personnel shown in the Estimates
under Government Media Office. Does that also include some of the other approximately 50
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journalists to whom the Minister referred previously, employed by the Government in various
capacities?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: No. I indicated earlier when I had detailed information with me that
the 70 journalists or thereabouts mentioned from time to time include people serving in such
positions as Hansard and are unrelated to ministerial services as such.
Hon GEORGE CASH: I refer to page 36 of the CRE Estimates, which relates to the
Governor's residence, which I think comes under this division.

The ClHAIRMAN: We are dealing with 'Premier, and Minister for Public Sector
Management", so that is quite right.

Hon GEORGE CASK: First, I was delighted to see that the Government has decided to
rename the northern perimeter highway the Reid Highway. As members are aware, that
highway passes through, I think, all tee metropolitan upper House electorates. It is a
substantial highway and a finting tribute to the late Professor Gordon Reid, former Governor
of this State. Can the Minister advise me when the Government is likely to make an
announcement as to the next Governor of Western Australia?

Hon J.M. BERrNSON: I am not in a position to anticipate such decisions. This is not an
area about which it would be proper for me to anticipate events.

Hon MARGARET McALEER: I refer to Division 5. on page 35, under the heading of Other
Services, which lists the Government Media Office, the Women's Interests Branch and the
Women's Information and Referral Exchange. For what have those additional sums of
money been set aside?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: The item for Government Media Office provides for State promotion
and publications, advertising, publicity, photographs, reference material, television and radio
monitoring, the purchase of newspapers, and general maintenance of media equipment. The
Women's Interests Branch provides advice and support to the Premier and the Government
on matters affecting women's interests. This branch liaises with both community and
Government organisations at a State and national level in developing and implementing
policy initiatives. This item provides for staff development, library acquisitions, printing of
newsletters and brochures, general operational costs, and the special programs listed above.
The significant increase of $239 645 in the vote under this item is attributable mainly to an
allocation for the women's trust fund of $230 000.
Th-e item for the Women's Information and Referral Exchange provides for staff, travel,
communications - including the cost of a 008 telephone number for country callers requiring
contact with the centre, and out of pocket expenses of volunteers. It covers also the
production of information brochures, the purchase of stationery, periodicals and newspapers,
and the general maintenance of office equipment.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I refer to Division 8, Official Representative North Asia Office,
formerly known as Tokyo Agency, and ask in respect of item 4, Services and Contracts, can
the Minister advise the reason for the significant increase from $191 428 last year to
$591 000 this year?

Hon JAMC BERINSON: The additional funds are being provided for the following: Kobe
office establishment, $142 000; Korean representation, $250 000. That is to cover the
contract with the representative agency in Korea.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I refer to Division 10, Public Service Commission, item 4,
Information Services. Can the Minister advise the nature of the increase of nearly $2 million
for the year?

Hon J.M. BERJNSON: The increase in funding is attributable to additional funds of $1.788
million for bureau service charges for PIMS users. As all members will be aware, PIMS is
the Personnel Information Management System. Further funds of $12 000 are allocated for
miscellaneous expenditure to the PIMS project. What we are really dealing with here is an
internal transfer of funds. These were included in Department of Computing and Information
Technology revenue, and payments come from the recipients of the service.

Hon N.F. MOORE: I refer to Division 4, item 6, Parliarnentary Electorate Offices. I draw
the attention of the Chamber to an occasion some years ago when the Government
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introduced a Bill to provide for proportional representation in the Legislative Council. The
point was then made by members on this side that if we had a situation where members had
to represent the whole State, the electorate office system would be inadequate. With the new
system we have some electorates which are huge, including mine, which covers about seven-
eighths of Western Australia, as Hon Tom Stephens will verify. I acknowledge that this
Government has to date been very generous in respect of electorate offices, and I appreciate
the additional services and equipment available to us. The Government is to be commended
for that. I am aware also that a comnmittee is looking at the provision of additional facilities
for electorate offices. Does this item of $6.34 million take into account or make provision for
any likely recommendations from that committee? The suggestion has been put to chat
committee that members such as me should have two electorate offices, and that we should
be given additional electorate staff.
Hon J.M. BERINSON: The Estimates are based on existing services; that is the only basis on
which one could proceed, in the absence of recommendations on this matter, let alone
decisions. That is not to preclude the possibility of other developments, but I am not aware
of what progress the committee has made.

Hon PETER FOSS: I have a question about the same item. I am waiting to have a
parliamentary electorate office approved. I am presently office-less.

Hon Garry Kelly: That is a new word!

Hon P.G. Pendal: I have never met anyone suffering from that malady.

Hon PETER FOSS: I hope the Premier will make a decision fairly soon about providing an
office for me because I would like to have somewhere to put my secretary and all the
excellent equipment which the Government has been supplying to members.

Hon J.M. Berinson: For how long have you been waiting?

Hon PETER FOSS: I have been waiting for some time, but since my latest appeal on the last
decision, about three or four weeks.

Hon MAX EVANS: I refer to Division It, Office of the Auditor General. The Auditor
General's duties in respect of operational audits have been expanded. Will the facilities
provided to his office be expanded, and will the required number of staff be available to do
this special work, ratecr than the ordinary audit work?

Hon I.M. BERIINSON: In general terms, the Budget provides $250 000 for additional full
time equivalent staff. Estimates are normally based on part-year costs and that indicates a
substantial increase to 120 full time equivalent staff next year. A provision has also been
made of over $200 000 for the flow-on costs of restructuring the office and $140 000 for the
flow on costs of Filling positions previously approved but vacant.
Hon MAX EVANS: The Auditor General subcontracts work to other auditors. Are those
fees paid from the Auditor General's vote or paid directly by the bodies being audited?

Hon J.M. Berinson: They are paid by the Auditor General.

Hon MAX EVANS: Is it anticipated that the contract work will be expanded further or will
the Auditor General carry out that work himself?
Hon J.M. Berinson: There is an increase of $364 000 for Corporate and Professional
Services which would cover that area. It is almost double the previous year's allocation. I do
not have a breakdown of that expenditure, but the global figure indicates the growth in chat
area.

Hon MAX EVANS: In other words, outside contract work comes under the heading of
Corporate and Professional Services?

Hon J.M. Berinson: Yes.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: On page 35, Division 5. last year the vote for Central Administration
was $605 000, the expenditure totalled $816 000 and the estimate for this financial year is
$2. 147 million, an inordinate increase of 250 per cent. That figure does not include wages or
other services, and it seems out of proportion to other expenses when the Governiment has
made its much vaunted claims that Government outlays have not increased.
Hon J.M. BERINSON: It is difficult to give a shorthand answer as many items are involved.
The increase relates to growth of service and new activities and is covered generally by the
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following headings: Management and Information Services; Policy Coordination and
Monitoring; Cabinet, Parliamentary and Ministerial Services; the Parliamentary Secretary of
the Cabinet;, and the Office of Public Sector Management, which is a new office under the
Premier's direct control. The following is a breakdown in round figures of the totals
applicable to those headings in the same order: $453 000; $520 000; $47 000; $86 000; and
$280 000. Each of those Divisions has a number of subdivisions and I will refer to the
information technology requirements of each of those sections in particular as they are of a
more or less one-off nature in terms of costs arising from their establishment. The amounts
involved, again, in the same order, are $113 000; $125 000; $47 000; $50 000 and $204 000,
In other words, the whole of the increase for Cabinet and Parliamentary and Ministerial
Services was for information technology costs. Those figures represent a fair proportion of
the total increase. Other initial costs in those areas include motor vehicle leasing; office
equipment and supplies, including initial printing costs; and travel allowances and expenses.
For example, $75 000 was spent on office equipment and supplies for Management and
Information Services which is, on the whole, a one-off cost. The items I have indicated under
Management and Information Services reflect the one-off nature of the expenditure. I am not
sure whether I mentioned travel allowances and expenses, but that also applies to three of the
five subdivisions.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I thank Hon J.M. Berinson. The Committee will have to forgive me
as that is a rather large list of figures. The major expenditure in that group totals $520 000
and is allocated to the Policy Monitoring Unit. This item gets to the root of our greatest
problem with the Government; that is, hidden expenses. This is a propaganda unit funded at
taxpayers' expense and is a totally dishonest use of taxpayers' funds. It is very cleverly
hidden and concealed in one line of this Budget. It is a disgrace which ought to be shown up.
The Minister should table those figures so that the House has time to analyse them in some
detail. There has been a total distortion. The Opposition know what this unit is used for as
does the Government and it is time the Government came clean.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I am happy to make a copy available.

Hon MAX EVANS: Under Division 11, item 3, Comprehensive Auditing, the figure has
come down by $100000. 1 am not certain what comprehensive auditing means; perhaps
other auditing is not comprehensive. The figure has come down from $1.5 million to
$1.4 million, It is unusual to see a drop lie this, unless the Auditor General has had outside
corporate services do the work for him.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: That decrease is due to an increase in outside contracting.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I refer to Division 5, item 2, Administration Expenses. Does this
include market research and things of that sont, such as polls, or are they done by the
Government Media Office?
Hon J.M. BERINSON: I have no indication of marketing research in the breakdown of these
figures.
Hon P.G. PENDAL: The matter being pursued by Hon Bill Stretch is a very important one.
Members might be awa-re that we have a Bill on the Notice Paper seeking to prohibit the
misuse of Government funds for advertising. I suspect that that is the sort of thing Hon Bill
Stretch has been pursuing. In fairness to the Minister, he has agreed to table the details of
that item.

I want to take the matter a step further and suggest that perhaps the time has come, given the
protestations of the Government a couple of days ago in the matter of Press secretaries, when
the Government needs to produce a comprehensive analysis to be tabled in this Chamber
which will take into account such items as the following: The number of Press secretaries;
where they are deployed; the sont of money being used for market research; why we need any
Government funds set aside for market research. This is a concern of mine. The line
between Labor Party advertising and Government advertising is almost disappearing. That
point was covered in the Bill I introduced on the prohibition of Government advertising.

There is more to it than that. For example, we need to know what the Government spends on
what could reasonably be termed public education programs vis-a-vis campaigns spearheaded
by the Government in order to maintain its own legislative program. That would include
such things as the present advertising for the Health Promotion Foundation.
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This is all pant of a major program by the Government. Hon Bill Stretch has brought it all
together very well. Until we have a picture of all these things, such as Press secretaries,
information officers -

Hon NPF. Moore: Media monitoring.

Hon P.C. PENDAL: - media monitoring, promotional work, and advertising campaigns, we
will continue to crack down on things like this.

It was very difficult earlier this year to get the Government to admit some of the difficulties
arising out of the use of a central advertising agency. These amounts can wield enormous
political clout. I do no more than underscore the point made by Hon Bill Stretch. [ suggest it
is dishonest to include those items under the broad heading of Administration Expenses.
Administration Expenses conjures up something quite different from the reality. It is not
administration if people are deployed, for example, in media monitoring. One could argue
that the Government does not really need media monitoring, but Parliament House is full of'
people beating a path to the Press room trying to find out late at night how journalists will
write up a particular story. Those in charge of the Press Gallery have told those Government
people to keep out and not harass or intimidate people. That item has some pretty horrendous
overtones, and until those questions are answered we might have some other form of
donnybrook trying to get an overview of the money spent in those unrelated fields.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: This is an item which must be left for discussion on Mr Pendal's
Bill. I was hoping to reach it ibis session, but if we cannot I shall be happy to have it revived
in the next session. I do not think the matter he has raised can be part of another discussion.
It is a significant area of dispute, and it is a discrete area.

One of the great problems in attempting to accommodate requests for information is the
definitional difficulty which Mr Pendal indicates. He will take a specific publication and
argue that it is not a Government or State educational campaign as such; it is really a
campaign designed to benefit the Government. There will be constant disputes about that.
The advertising for the Quit campaign was one example.

Hon P.G. Pendal: I see your point. The difficulty we have in debating this is even beginning
to make a decision about which Fits into what category. The least the Minister could do is to
undertake that we get the information, even if it is for the next session.

Hon J.M. BERIhJSON: I do not know to what extent one can be confident that an answer
would meet those needs, for the reasons I have given. One might take the clear example of a
major television campaign. What would one say about pamphlets produced for the Beat
Crime campaign, which was partly on television? That included pamphlets and advertising
material. Printed material was made available through police stations, there was newspaper
advertising and so on. So far as we could tell, that was an effective campaign. [ would have
thought that was a public purposes and public benefit campaign. Hon Phillip Pendal might
want to argue that it was really a Government promotion campaign, and that is the sort of
problem we have. I think Mr Pendal is being fair enough to acknowledge those problems.
but it is that sort of problem that would make it very difficult to say with confidence just what
has been spent in the area that is really the subject of concern.

In respect of the Press officers there is no difficulty at all. I did deal with that in round
numbers on a previous occasion. It is a discrete area and it should be easy - or at least easier -
to analyse in detail. I am prepared to take that on board for a start: on the more general
question I think we ought to wait for debate on that Bill.

Hon P.C. PENDAL: I acknowledge that there will always be argument that a Government
will maintain it is spending money on a legitimate promotion of a particular campaign and an
Opposition may well then allege that that is furthering the Government's political ends as
distinct from the Government's responsibilities to the wider community. However, in the end
the people who will make a judgment about that are the people in this Parliament and the
people who are beyond the Parliament; that is, the people who put us here. Therefore until
the information is made available to us and to them one is not in a position to argue that.

I leave this analogy with the Minister for Budget Management, which I think is a reasonable
parallel in this whole matter: In some States and certainly in the Commnonwealth sphere it is
now the case that, under the electoral law, political parties on the Opposition benches actually
receive funds out of the public purse to conduct election campaigns.
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Hon J.M. Berinson: All parties do, don't they? It is not just Oppositions.

H-on P.G. PENDAL: It depends on the vote. What I am saying is that that does not apply in
all Parliaments but it certainly happens in the Commonwealth.
Hon J.M. Berinson: But wherever it happens it is available to all recognised parties.
Hon R.G. PENDAL I am glad the Minister acknowledges that, because that is my point.
One could argue that when the Government sets out to use public funds to promote a
particular position on, say, smoking there is also an argument, if one uses the electoral law
situation, to say that the same facilities should be made available to an Opposition to put a
contrary point of view.

Hon J.M. Berinson: That would not make sense. If the State were engaged in an anti-
smoking campaign the Opposition would have to provide a pro-smoking campaign.

Hon P.G. PENDAL It does not make sense to the Minister, but I recall that years ago. when
I first came into Parliament, a quite well educated person said to me. "Who pays you?" We
had just gone into Opposition and I said, "What do you mean, who pays us?" This person - a
school teacher, I might tell Hon Garry Kelly - who was obviously well informed, said to me,
"So, who pays you?" I said, "The Treasury - the Government - pays us." He said, "Why
would the Government pay you to go into the Parliament and oppose it?"

Hon Kay Hallahan: That is an excellent question!

Hon P.C. PENDAL It was such a good question that we would be prepared to swap sides
immediately and even continue paying H-on Kay Hallahan. It surprised me that someone who
was ordinarily well informned on events would actually ask something that I thought was a bit
on the stupid side, frankly.

Hon Garry Kelly: Did you say so?

Hon P.O. PENDAL: No, I was more discreet because it was a school teacher. However,
until we know the extent of these programs we are not -in a position to do what Hon Bill
Stretch suggested that we are entitled to do. We have that Bill coming up in the next part of
the session. Who knows? There might be another Government in office by then and the Bill
might sail through with a lot of support, perhaps even from the new Opposition.

Hon J.M. Berinson: What do you think about the public funding of political parties, now that
you have raised it?

Hon P.O. PENDAL: Now that I have raised it I do not intend to respond to the Minister
because the Chairman will rule me out of order. We are dealing with another matter entirely.
I therefore ask that we at least be provided with that information in the near future.

Sitring suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 pm
[Questions without notice taken.j

Division 5: Cabinet and Public Sector Management -

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I refer to full dine equivalent staffing levels under item I and note
that the allocation for management and information services has increased to $462 600, with
a staff of 15 people. Can the Minister explain the increase?
Hon I.M. BERINSON: In spite of four volumes of papers, each with several hundred pages,
we do not appear to have information on this item beyond the following: There was an
increase in staff of 15 for the management and information services. The functions of the
staff include monitoring the impact of new policies and initiatives, the integration of strategic
information for the whole of Government, and communicating policy to the public on the
public database.

Hon MARGARET McALEER: Will the Minister indicate why the item Total Contingencies,
which comes below item 5, has a considerable increase in the estimate for this year to
$2.7 million from an expenditure of $1.132 million last year?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Most of that increase was explained with the increase in item 2,
Administration Expenses, with the increase from $816 054 to $2.147 million. The details
were provided earlier.
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INon W.N. STRETCH: I would be the last person to argue about figures with the Minister for
Budget Management, but the figures mentioned by my colleague appear to be quite different
from anything else in the Budget. They axe a separate item and Hon Margaret McAleer
referred to the Total Contingencies which do not seem to involve the item mentioned by the
Minister in his answer.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: They do. As I read it the figure of $21746 million is made up of the
599 000 other services we have been through in detail, and the $ 1.702 million from the
Central Administration item which we have also been through.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: I must confess to some disquiet with the answers given to
the items such as Administration Expenses and Central Administration. The answers given to
Hon Bill Stretch regarding Management and Information Services -

Hon J.M. Berinson: It was not the Management and Information Services.

Hon DERRICK TOML[NSON: The Minister stated that 15 new persons at a cost of
$400 000 were employed in the Government Media Office. The Minister has said each of
these units is in some way involved in information gathering and intformation dissemination;
that is. monitoring public response to Government programs and The giving of information to
the public about Government programs. This could be construed as nefarious propaganda
activity. It would be in the best interests of the Government to make sure that the
consmruction by which it is clamed that the Government has engaged in such propaganda
activity is put to rest. When questions have been fairly asked by members on this side of the
Chamber, we have been told that the detailed information is not available at the time.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Be fair; that is the first occasion on which I have been forced to indicate
that.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: It is in the best interests of the Government to provide
proper information to this Chamber - and therefore to the public - about its activity. The
Government has stated that the detailed information we are seeking is not available at this
time arid will require some consideration before it can gather and provide the information.
As with the reply to Hon Phil Pendal's question, the Minister has stated that he will deal with
questions at a later date. We are asking for information on which to make an evaluation of
the Budget for which the Government is asking for our approval. If the Minister is asking us
to approve of items which might be construed as nefarious propaganda activity, I am afraid
that I am nor prepared to proceed and vote in its favour until those answers are satisfactorily
provided.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Mr Tomlinson is not fair in his description of events. The question
from Mr Stretch in respect of Management and Information Systems was the one and only
occasion on which I have been forced to indicate that I did not have the details beyond a
general description - which I provided - and I said that I would be happy to take that as a
question on notice and come back and elaborate upon my answer. That was the one and only
time and should not be compared with the question raised by Hon Phil Pendal because in that
case I did nor explain the absence of derail, but I explained the effective impossibility of
arriving at a position on a definitional basis that would allow us to have a meeting of minds.
In other words, Mr Pendal would put a certain construction on certain activities by the
Government with which we would not agree. That was the point of exchange at that time - ic
was not a plea for more time but an indication of the difficulties of having that meeting of
minds which would allow the question to be answered in a way that would be satisfactory to
the questioner as well as the person providing the answer. We have come across that
situation with one line of many thousands in the Budget: further such situations may arise,
and I ani prepared to take on board that question and provide further elaboration
subsequently.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I assure the Minister that as far as I am concerned no other single line
items in this document contain an increase of this magnitude - unless it is the payments for
Miscellaneous Expenses.

Hon J.M. Berinson: I explained to the member earlier that these were new services.

Hon W.N. STR-ETCH: I refer back to the Administration Expenses item, and in the absence
of a written list of what comprises that expenditure, I have to ask how much of this vote of
$2.147 million is for media purposes and how many people are employed under the item?
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Hon J.M. BERINSON: These items do not include staff, and the major single expenditure -
$640 000 - is for the provision for capital costs and the purchase of IT' and office equipment
to replace obsolete and inefficient systems. The operating cost of vehicles is $125 000.
Hon W.N. STRETCH: The further we go into this the worse it becomes. The vote under
which journalists and support staff for the propaganda have all been -

Hon N.F. Moore: It is called the "Goebbels' clause".

Hon W.N. STRETCH: My colleague is very close to the mark.

Hon J.M. Berinson: It is absolutely wrong arid you have nothing upon which to base that
assertion.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: We have nothing on which not to base that assertion. The more
information we do not receive, the more suspicious we come about these matters. The
Government employs media persons for information dissemination, polling and market
research all wrapped up under this vote. We did not come down in the last shower and we
know what this is about. It is not insignificant that most of the research is taking place in
marginal electorates. The Minister knows it, and we know it.

Hon J.M. Berinson: We are not talking about that.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: We are talking about it being linked to the answers given to questions
about media information people. We know that there are far more people involved in the
media staff attached to Government than indicated in the Minister's answer the other day.
Hon 3.M. BERINSON: That is simply not true. I have been crying very hard to avoid an
approach to the Council to ask members to understand the limitations of this process. As we
have all acknowledged before, this is the first time we have attempted any such process and it
is one which, in the other Chamber, is attended to by 14 separate Ministers who a-re able to
respond to matters in their own areas in a way which the Ministers int this Chamber cannot.
The limitations of that system must be acknowledged. It is no good making wild assertions
and allegations which have no basis. The limitations I have referred to were acknowledged
earlier in comments about the need for the Estimates to be considered by Estimates
committees if we are to pursue details of the Budget in this way.

Having said that, I will provide the further detail that is available to me on these items. This
item is not a vote for propaganda purposes, but the items that I have referred to previously as
the major htems are for the functioning of the ministry. Included in the increased vote to
which I have referred is $640 000 for information technology and office equipment. Further
detail on that is as follows: This item incurs the administration costs associated with the
operation of the office of the Cabinet, the Office of Public Sector Management, the
Parliamentary Secretary of the Cabinet and the support services necessary for the functioning
of the ministry. New IT equipment was essential as the obsolete systems in place were
imrpeding efficiency and contributing to a health risk of the operators. The existing
information technology system has reached its effective limits of operation and cannot be
readily expanded. In order to meet the requirements of the new ministry, the existing system
is being supplemented with a system of local area networks within each branch with the
ability to communicate across the ministry and to the Premier. This approach is more cost
effective and flexible than other solutions such as expanding the mainframe and provides a
capacity to readily expand for future requirements.

That relates to $640 000 of this total amount. It is the major single item and nobody can
sensibly suggest that the ability of the members of the ministry to effectively communicate
with each other and with the Premier is a propaganda exercise. That proposition simply does
not stand examination.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I thank the Minister for Budget Management for his attempt to
explain that.

Hon Garry Kelly: It was more than an attempt, he did explain it.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: Hon Carry Kelly would know, would he not? I find it incredible that,
as one of the senior Ministers in the Government, the Minister for Budget Management is not
aware of expenditures relating to the Ministry of the Premier and State Administration.

6653



Hon J.M. Berinson: Why should I be, I am not responsible for it?

Hon WYN. STRETCH: [ am giving the Minister credit where credit is due. I would like to
know where the 15 people in information management services came from. What first
prompted me to raise this issue was the Premier's much vaunted statements about small
increases in expenditure related to Mr and Mrs Average in the street; yet the Premier can vote
these sorts of increases for himself. Everyone else has to put up with outmoded equipment.
In these stringent times, when the Government has wasted so much money in some areas, it
would not have hurt the Premier to put up with an out-of-date photocopier for another year.
A lot of people in this State will put up with less than that.

[ can see I will get no further on this issue. The whole question of Government media
operations should be the subject of very close scrutiny in the near future because the matter
has become a scandal Australia-wide throughout the Labor Party. The Labor Governments
have turned disinformation and laundering of information into an ant form. It is being
financed by the taxpayers. It is a disgrace and one way or another it should be stopped.

Hon PETER FOSS: It is quite clear from the various expressions of members on this side of
the Chamber that this is a question which very much engages our attention. The amount of
money which is spent in relation to propaganda - I do not wish to use that word in its more
modem connotation, but "propaganda" was originally used to mean merely the providing of
information - needs to be examined. [ think it was outlined in the Fitzgerald report how the
line to be drawn between the legitimate giving of information to the public and the peddling
of a political line is often a difficult line to draw. However, there are extreme examples of
providing legitimate information to the public on the one hand and providing information to
the public as a political exercise on the other.

I realise that the Minister is not in any position to give us as much informnation as we would
like about the pravision of informnation to the public. The Minister may have indicated that
already. However, in future Estimates we may find that this area, which is of considerable
importance, may be taken out of some of the rather large line items that encompass a
multitude of things and isolated in a way to allow us to examine it. It would put the Minister
in a better position to be able to indicate the sorts 'of things that fall within those items of
expenditure. It is quite clear from the discussion today that informnation is embedded in items
in a way that is difficult for members to dissect. I[think the Minister indicated that he is
prepared to isolate information in future. Perhaps, in the light of further points that were
made by the members since he first spoke about that, he would be prepared to do that with
future Estimates.

Hon J.M. BER.INSON: In a sense, we are starting to rerun the discussion that we had earlier.
I refer to the mailer first raised by Mr Pendal. I suggested then, and I think I have Mr
Pendal's agreement, that the difficulty in confidently providing this sort of information arises
from the very problem of the dividing line which Mr Foss has now refer-red to as being in the
Fitzgerald report. I indicated at the sanie time that, as we have a specific Bill listed for
consideration which covers that matter, we would be better off attempting to address relevant
questions in that context rather than in what is necessarily a more generalised discussion on
the wide ambit of the Budget Estimates. The problem we have all referred to would make it
very difficult to provide the subdivision to which Mr Foss is referring, and I think it is only
fair to say that I did not give an indication that that breakdown would be provided. I said that
I believed it would be very difficult to provide a breakdown which would be acceptable to
both a questioner and the person responding. However, we will have a specific opportunity
to discuss these matters under Mr Pendal's Bill. As I also said earlier, it was my intention to
bring that Bill on as a private mefflber's. Bill. It does not appear that that will be possible in
this session, but I will be happy to revive it in the next session.

Hon PETER FOSS: I understood that the Government would say that all expenditure was
legitimate, although it could be -understood to be political propaganda by us. There is a
difficulty in drawing the line and it is not a matter that concerns -

Hon J.M. Berinson: It is not only that. I gave the example of the pamphlet. If a hospital
displayed the Quit campaign pamphlet, would the member expect the Government to put that
into the list of general publications? If so, how would that help?

Hon PETER FOSS: Hon Bill Stretch raised the matter of the media monitoring unit. It is
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plain that there are some items that the Government could raise under the media monitoring
unit.

Hon J.M. Berinson: That is specified in the Estimates.

Hon PETER FOSS: The Government Media Office is. Is that the media monitoring unit as
well.
Hon i.M. Berinson: They come under the media office.

Holn PETER FOSS: I understood that the media monitoring unit was under another item.
Without the Minister's saying, "We have covered everything in this", there must be clearly
media related items. Because not everything may come under that item does not mean that
these things may nor be explicitly covered. The Governiment Media Office is dealt with
separately and this indicates that same of these items are capable of being dissected. Is it
possible for the Government to find some items which are plainly of a media nature and show
them separately? Some of these items which cover media activities are a small part of very
large allocations. It is the larger allocations that have caused problems. There are a number
of quite significantly smaller allocations which we are able to look at and comprehend. It
makes them much easier to discuss. The Opposition is asking for dissection of the things that
can be dissected.

Hon i.M. BERINSON: I do not think I can add much to what I have said previously. Next
financial year, itris proposed to move to a program management presentation of accounts and
that could well meet this situation. The information services in the various departments could
well become one subsection of the presentation of accounts.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I would not like the Minister for Budget Management to mislead the
Chamber. However, the anti-smoking campaign appears to be run from a trust fund to which
the Health Department contributes $7.5 million. Could the Minister elaborate on what he
means by "the Government's contribution to the Quit fund through the Government Media
Office"?
Hon J.M. BERINSON: No, we are talking about quite different things. If there were a
suspicion that what the Government regarded as information services was really in the nature
of propaganda, directed to attracting support for the Government, it would not matter whether
the money came straight from Consolidated Revenue Fund or whether it came from the CRF
via the Quit campaign into pamphlets in hospitals and advertisements on television. It is, at
the end of the day, an allocation made by the Government which will be directed largely to
public sponsored advertising.

Hon W.N. Stretch: I think you chose a bad example.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I do not think it is a bad example at all. It is a program funded by the
Government. It is true that this year the Government wouid look for Quit campaign funds to
be considered together with the Health Foundation funds. That does not change the argument
that has been proceeding during the afternoon as to the true nature of Government sponsored
advertising. I am doing my best, but hard as I try, I do not see that there was anything
misleading in my comnment.

I-on W.N. STRETCH: 'The Minister for Budget Management indicated that one of the
justifications for having this office was for campaigns such as the Quit campaign.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Mr Foss was talking about the broader aspect of Government sponsored
advertising.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I think the Minister chose a bad example because that is finianced
separately. There is no need for the Ministry of the Premier and State Administration, with
his entourage, to have a unit to run the Quit campaign. It is related to the health budget and I
think the Government is attempting to justify the Premier having this sort of unit within his
department.
Division 12: Computing and Information Technology -

Hon W.N. STRETCH: There are 130 staff in Public Sector Information Technology
Management with a Budget allocation of nearly $5 million. I accept that this is to be
expected in this age. However, it seems strange that there is also a body such as Management
and Inormation Services in the Cabinet and Public Sector Management
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Division. Why are those two bodies separate and why are some of the operations not
amalgamated into computing and information technology? Why is it necessary for the
Ministry of the Premier and State Administration to be so involved in so much information
gathering and dissemination?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: We are dealing with what is normally referred to as DOCIT -
Department of Computing and Information Technology. I have never really put my mind to
deciding whether it is really a department. In any event it is there.

Hon P.G. Pendal: We heard that Mr Dowding was going to make you the Minister in charge
of it.
Hon J.M. BERINSON: This is a vote with substantial funds and of the $26 million,
$14 million is a global figure for public sector information technology purchases and systems
development. I referred earlier to the fact that a huge number of submissions for information
technology from various departments and agencies has led the Government to establish a
global figure and then to look to officers from the Department of Computing and Information
Technology for advice on priority of allocation. Although it is a large amount of money I
point out that $14 million is effectively for hardware. The functions of DOCJT are twofold;
firstly, it engages in matters which involve a consultancy function to departments looking to
expand or improve their information technology and, secondly, it has a bureau function in
providing services to a number of agencies directly.

Vote put and passed.

Deputy Premier, Treasurer, Minister for Resources Development, and The Arts -

Division 13: Treasury -

Hon MAX EVANS: I hope this is the appropriate time to raise a matter in respect of the
Treasurer's responsibilities. I have put questions on notice to the Treasurer requesting details
of deals which he has approved and which come under his jurisdiction. His answers are not
clear and I intend to move a motion next week to obtain the required information. The
Minister may be in a position to answer them now. With reference to the Westralia Square
properties, a contract of sale was entered into by the State Government Insurance
Commnission and the Government Employees Superannuation Board on 16 June 1988 - I will
provided the Minister with the details. Further, another agreement is dated I December [988
and involves the SOIC, the Superannuation Board and others.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member will resume his seat. The point has been raised with
me that we are dealing with the Treasury's Estimates.

Hon Max Evans: It comes under the portfolio of the Treasurer.

The CHAIRMAN: I realise that, but is the member's question relating to the matter before
the Chair?

Hon MAX EVANS: I am putting a question to the Minister about the appropriation of
moneys to the SGIC and the Superannuation Board. I wonder whether it is appropriate,
under this item, to make a request of the Minister to table papers dealing with this matter. I
will move a motion next Tuesday to that effect. Should I hand the details to the Minister
later?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I suggest to Mr Evans that he does both: Let me have the
information later today and list them in any way he wishes.

The CI{AIRMVAN: [ ask Hon Max Evans whether he is satisfied with what has taken place?

Hon MAX EVANS: As I understand it, I will list what I require from the Minister and move
a motion next Tuesday.

Division 14: Western Australian Treasury Corporation -

Hon MAX EVANS: The Under Treasurer has close dealings with this corporation which
was established some two or three years ago. It operates as a clearing house for moneys
which are borrowed. I ask whether the corporation is functioning efficiently, whether it is
providing better facilities for local authorities and statutory agencies to raise funds and
whether it is making a profit.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Hon Max Evans will not be surprised to learn that Treasury is,
indeed, happy with the progress of the corporation.
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Hon Max Evans: It took you a long time to find that out.
Hon J.M. BERINSON: I am also in a position to advise that Treasury is well justified in
being satisfied with it. I have spent a few minutes trying to obtain further derail and it would
appear that the judgment of Treasury is that the amalgamation of the borrowing functions and
the lending functions of surplus cash has been beneficial. It is estimated it has improved the
borrowing rate by 20 bases points. Local government has shown it is keen to participate and
some local authorities are already taking advantage of this system and others have indicated
their wish to do so. The exercise has been strengthened by the amalgamation of State Energy
Commission of WA's borrowings which amount to $2.3 billion and comprise a large
proportion of the total. Treasury is also happy with the benefits it is able to achieve from the
investment of surplus cash as a result of the centralisation of funds.

Hon MAX EVANS: There has been a massive increase in interest payments and I would not
think that more was borrowed than was budgeted for. There must be a rise and fall clause to
pass on interest accrued. Interest on borrowings has increased in line with interest rates; has
that interest been passed on automatically?

Hon J.M. Berinson: Yes.

Hon MAX EVANS: The Estimates show there has been an adjustment to the bank balance
which shows a debit of $196 873. What are the adjustments which are made through the
internal balances?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I do not have the information readily available, but I will take it on
notice and provide the information to the member direct.

Hon MAX EVANS: I am horr ified. A lot of adjustments have been shown in the Estimates.
Perhaps the Minister may be able to explain the reason for them at a later stage. Debits and
credits of this nature are shown in a number of departments and we do not know what they
are for. The accounts show revenue and expenses, but what is the figure in the middle? The
Minister for Budget Management is learning, I am learning, and the Under Treasurer is
learning a great deal from this exercise. Does the Minister for Budget Management now have
the answer?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I will be in a position to obtain a detailed response over the dinner
break and will provide it after that.

Hon MARGARET McALEER: I want to go a little further into the situation of local
government borrowings through Treasury Corporation. Although I may be out of date, I
understood that until recently it had only one local government client. Therefore, there must
have been a rush of clients if a number can be quoted now. I am particularly interested to
know whether small local government bodies are using the corporation.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: The Perth City Council was the first local government body to
participate, and that is no doubt the item to which Hon Margaret McAleer refers. The Under
Treasurer believes that other local government bodies have since participated, but he does not
have the detail and there is some question as to whether they are already participating or are
in line to participate.

With regard to the question of smaller local government bodies, considerable interest has
been shown and Treasury is making a point of visiting various local government authorities
with a view to ensuring that they are aware of the advantages of the centralised system.
Hon MARGARET McALEER: It is probably a little unkind to suggest that when I listened
to Treasury officials pushing the corporation at a ward conference I could not help feeling it
was done as some recompense for the enthusiasm with which the Government recommended
Rothwells to them previously as a place to put their money.

Hon J.M. Berinson: I agree with Miss McAleer that it was being unkind.

Hon MLAX EVANS: With regard to the Western Australian Treasury Corporation raising
money by public floats, many of my clients felt a degree of moral responsibility when pulling
money into SECWA and the Water Authority but they do not feel the same about investing
money in Treasury Corporation, particularly in view of the activities of WA Inc. Has
Treasury received any feedback from sharebrokers on this point? This matter should be
considered when future advertisements are planned.
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Hon J.M. BERINSON: I understand Mr Evans to be suggesting that there is some reluctance
by his clients to make new investments in Treasury Corporation, whereas they would have
been prepared to invest in SECWA paper if it were available. Is he referring to the invitation
to SECWA bondholders to change their certificates?
Hon MAX EVANS: People believed that they were doing the right thing by putting money
into SECWA and the Water Authority because they knew it was helping the development of
Western Australia. Treasury Corporation seems like a bottomnJess pit, which is unfair because
the funds are spent in those other areas. I suggest that this matter should be addressed in
future advertisements.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Since Mr Evans is able to refer to his own experience in this respect,
his comments must be taken on board when future advertising is undertaken. The real test is
the availability of funds to Treasury Corporation and it appears to be attracting the required
funds. Nonetheless, if there is some concern that could be overcome by an appropriate
modification of the advertising approach, that is a suggestion worth adopting. I am sure Mr
Evans will agree that, if there is any reluctance in that respect, it does not have a rational
basis. Indeed, one of the important artractions of investment in SECWA or the Water
Authority is that the investment is backed by the State.
Hon Max Evans: It was knowing where the money was being spent on development in
Western Australia.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Nonetheless, the State's support was an encouraging factor, iii the
same way chat Telecom makes a point of advertising Commonwealth support for its issues.
In any event the point is well taken and will be adopted in future advertising.

Division 15: Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation of Western Australia -

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I understand that last year RAFCQR was moved into the Capita
building. Are those relocation costs shown in these figures or in last year's expenditure?
Secondly, where is the actual allocation of lending funds from the Commonwealth that the
corporation operates on? Obviously, that does not operate on a State Budget.
Hon J.M. BERJNSON: The detail mentioned by Mr Stretch in the second part of the
question is referred to in the annual report of RAFCOR and does not appear in these papers.
Hon MAX EVANS: Under this item the amount expended on the rural adjustment and other
relief and assistance schemes in 1988-89 was $385 000 and the allocation this year is
$790 000. That is a very big increase and I want to know the basis for it. I thought fanmers
were comning out of the bad times into better times.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: From the detail available to me it appears that the main increase
arises from additional spending on the chemical residue scheme, mainly due to an increase in
State funding of $336 000.
Hon PEITER FOSS: I refer to the Corporate Services item and the estimate of $717 000.
That represents salaries for 27 full time staff; they appear to be support staff rather than
people carrying out the work of RAFCOR. although I may be wrong. If that is following the
same style as other parts of the Estimates it seems to be a high ratio of support staff to people
carrying out the work with only nine rural consultants, a corporate secretary who is not really
involved, and a chief executive officer.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I cannot break down the staff figures in that way. I do not believe
that corporate services, in this context, would merely comprise support staff for the other
I I members but would involve the services provided to clients as well.

Division 16: Resources Development -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I refer to the item Social Impact Assessment. An amount of
$246 000 is allocated to this item, there having been no expenditure in the previous year. To
what does this apply?

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: There are six full time equivalent personnel under the item
Salaries, Wages and Allowances, and an increase in the salaries bill from $5 500 to $226 000.
What is the explanation for that?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: The amount of $246 000 is to fund the operation relating to the
assessment. It excludes the salaries of a new unit which has the six addition ET'Es referred to
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in item 1. The purpose of the unit is to assess and ameliorate the social impact of new
resource development on communities.

Division 17: Arts -
H-on P.O. PENDAL: Members may recall that yesterday I raised concerns during thh.
Commnittee debate about the Government's continue' rr-1 qnce on people other than career
civil servants for advice and the way in which that reliance creates problems for the State.
The matter I raised related to the Superannuation Board, We were able to show how
decisions taken by people other than career civil servant'; had the most horrendous
consequences for the investment of superannuation funds.

This afternoon, during another part of the debate, Hon George Cash alluded to a similar sort
of interference when he spoke about the Police Force. My comments relate to the
Department for the Arts and in particular to a decision by the Governument to affect the
funding referred to in item 3 of this Division. I make the sad case that this question of
relying on outside advice is having serious consequences for the Western Australian Opera
Company. The company has been put in a position of being dealt what can be seen as a
lethal blow by the Government over the question of funding.

Performing arts groups receive direct funding from the Department for the Arts to
supplement funds they are able to raise from door sales or direct sponsorship from the private
sector. For the first rime in probably three decades this year a decision has been nude which
I can tell the Chamber will destroy the Western Australia Opera Company. It is as simple
and as plain as that. Decisions are being made and manipulated by people not within the
Department for the Arts, although I suspect some of them might be. Decisions are being
made by people within the ALP which will lead to the loss of the oldest regional opera
company in Australia which has been performing for nearly 30 years.

There are strong doubts whether the opera company will survive after this year. Why?
Because the Minister for The Arts has decided to cut its funding. During the past couple of
years the opera company has received an annual grant of about $600 000. It was not a lot of
money but was important for the company's survival. If or- takes the past five years and the
deficits and surpluses of the opera company during that period I think they came out of the
five year period with either a small deficit or a smaP' surplus in the vicinity of $30 000 to
$40 000. That does not amount to a row of beans. Tl' decision this year is to not give that
$600 000 to the opera company. Instead, most of that grant will be given to the Australian
Opera Company in Sydney to come here and perform instead of the Western Australia Opera
Company performing. I wWl not go into all the artistic and cultural arguments against that
happening; suffice it to say that there are people in the Government 'and in the ALP who are
seriously concerned about the way int which Mr Parker is administering these funds and
particularly about the way in which his decision will bring the opera company to its knees for
highly politically motivated reasons.

That sounds an extraordinary charge, but it is one I will substantiate in the course of
discussion. One of the catalysts for this new altered position was the Sara report. The
Government commissioned an individual to prepare a report and I suspect, as do many other
people, that the outcome was predetermined. One of the outcomes was a recommendadon for
the opera company to be merged with the Western Australian Ballet Company. I am told by
people who know best about such things that that was a rather ill-advised idea, a bit like
saying one can put pears and apples in the same basket because they are essentially the samne
substance. Int fact, anyone who sets out to merge an opera company with a ballet company is
fiddling around with something that has not been successful other than in totalitarian
countries like Russia. I hope members opposite are not suggesting we go down that path.

The proposed marriage between the opera and ballet companies which arose out of the
recommendations of the Sara report has now, thankfully, been put to one side. In fact, I
think it has now been rejected by Mr Parker, after he spent a lot of time cooking it up before
he announced it. He has abandoned it largely as a result of pressures that have been brought
to bear by many people including the Opposition, the Western Australian Opera Lovers
Society, and the Board of the Western Australian Opera Company, which feels particularly
aggrieved because some very good people, with all shades of political opinion, have an input
into that company. That combined pressure led to the abandonment of the proposed merger
between opera and ballet.
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However, that did not stop Mr Parker's setting out to achieve his end by a different means.
That means is, as I have mentioned previously, the idea that he would rake away from the
Opera Company money that would keep it alive, and he would give it to the Australian Opera
Company to enable it to come to Western Australia. We in Western Australia should be
seeing the Australian Opera Company come to this State as of right; after all, we are all
Federal taxpayers. That principle was expressed by Mr Parker in respect of the Australian
Bailer Company, because when the Australian Ballet Company sought Western Australian
Government funding to bring the company to Perth, Mr Parker said no. I might say that
people in the Australian Opera Company then came to me and asked whether I would help,
because they thought they had a legitimate case. I said no because I thought that Mr Parker's
view was accurate.

Hon Peter Foss interjected.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: Exactly, and Mr Parker sustained that argument in relation to the
Australian Ballet Company. I rook the view that the Federal Governmenr should support
Federal bodies, whether they be ballet or opera companies, and the State Government should
look after State or regional companies such as the Western Australian Opera Company, the
Western Australian Ballet Company, the Western Australian Symphony Orchestra, Playhouse
Theatre and Deck Chair Theatre. An inconsistency has crept into Mr Parker's argument, so
that he has now, for some unknown reason, decided to step in and assist the Australian Opera
Company to come to Perth about a month after he decided that he would not assist the
Australian Ballet Company to come to Perth. That inconsistency on the part of Mr Parker led
further to his being cemented into the position where he would virtually deny funds to the
Western Australian Opera Company. That was done, rather sadly, on the basis that the
Western Australian Opera Company was elitist and - heaven forbid - Liberal controlled.

Hon Peter Foss interjected.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: That is true, and it is highly concerning because we -

Hon 3.M. Berinson: 'What is the basis for that statement?

Hon P.G. PENDAL: I am pleased the Minister asked that. The basis for that statement is
that someone on the ALP State Arts Commnittee, Mr Harry Bluck. wrote to the Premier and
the Minister for the Arts on Monday of this week. Mr Bluck is not a person known for his
pro-Liberal sympathies. He is in fact a professional musician, has been a member of the
Musicians Union since 1933, and is a member of the ALP. He has a string of other
credentials.

Hon J.M. Berinson: I know him very well. He is a good man.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: Yes. I might say that the previous Liberal Government appointed him
to some very high offices in the arts field, notwithstanding that he was a member of the ALP.
It was always accepted that he was a man of integrity, who had his own political views, but
could at the same time argue strenuously with the Premier of the day, be it Sir Charles Court,
Ray O'Connor, Brian Burke or now Peter Dowding.

Hon Tom Stephens interjected.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: I am sorry to hear the member say that about him because that gives the
impression he is some sort of a turncoat. I think the member will find that Harry Bluck was
actually appointed to that job by Sir Charles Court because Sir Charles Court was a member
of the Musicians Union and had a fair bit of time, on a personal level, for Harry Bluck. Prior
to the last election, I was asked whether certain appointments that involved Harry Bluck
would remain in place were there to be a change of Government. I said that would not affect
Mr Bluck's position because he was regarded in the terms that the Minisrer for Budget
Management told us about a few minutes ago. Therefore, his stance in all of this becomes all
the more powerful and potent if we now accept that he is seen by both sides of the political
fence as being of that ilk.

Hon Fred McKenzie: For many years he was Senior Vice President of the Trades and Labor
Council of WA.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: That adds further to the point I am making; members opposite do not
doubt his credentials in any of these matters. Yet so concerned was he that he wrote to his
own Premier and the Minister for The Arts as late as Monday of this week.
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Hon B.L. Jones: Where did you get that information from?

Hon P.G. PENDAL: This trms every time into a Star Chamber, where members opposite
want to know how it is that we came by the information. There can be only one reason for
that: So that members opposite can go out and chase the people who gave us the information.

Hon B.L. Jones: I was just asking the question.

Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMANJ: Order! I will be happier if we get back to the question before the Chair.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: I am talking about the arts, and the question from Hon Beryl Jones is
relevant because I can tell her that I spoke to Mr Bluck yesterday morning, having come by
his letter. I have to be fair and say I did not get the letter directly from him, but I was not
going to embarr ass him as a person in whom I have respect. I telephoned him and said. "I
have got the letter, and I can use it anyway.' I agreed with him to not use certain parts of the
letter. I made that arrangement with him, and I will be happy to tell people privately, because
it has nothing to do with the central argument I am now advancing.

Mr Bluck wrote in these terms on I11 November -

I personally and professionaiiy but sadly determine in my mind that the total
desperate situation -

He is now talking about the plight of the Opera Company. He continues -
- is occasioned by the W.A. GOVERNMENT'S unsupportable decision to deny
appropriate annual funding of approximately $600,000.00 to the W.A. Op.Co. for
1990; in my tong-considered view this 'uncultured' decision is erroneously based on
the 'SARA REPORT" (shoddily researched and fundamentally ill-conceived),
supported by some almost "Vandal'-istic A.LP. ARTS COM{MITTEE and ARTS
DEPARTMENT personnels who wantonly deplore and declare the W.A. OP.CO. to
be "elitist" and "LIBERAL PARTY" controlled; my own self-determined demise
from the A. L.P. Arts Committee -

I can only conclude from that that he has now resigned from this committee. He continues -

- was hastened by resolutions and comments of this ilk.

He goes on to say -

Approximately 80% of the total W.A. OP.CO. average annual income -

I ask the Minister for Budget Management to take note of this, because I am absolutely
serious in my desire to see whether, even at this last minute, we cannot have some change of
heart on the part of the Minister, because it is a tragedy to think that the oldest regional opera
company in Australia will go under unless a decision is taken to overrule Mr Parker. It
would have cost Mr Bluck a lot of personal anguish to have gone on record in this respect.
Once he is over the political argument he goes on to refer to the essential argument about the
funding. I sincerely beg the Minister for Budget Management to intervene. Mr Bluck
continues -

Approximately 80% of the total W.A.OP.CO. average annual income of over
$1 Million is and has been absorbed by WAGES FOR WEST AUSTRALIAN
PERFORMERS, MUSICIANS, STAGE AND THEATRICAL WORKERS.

I will interpolate, for members of the community who think that a million dollars is a lot of
money. If the figure of $1 million, which is granted to the opera company were compared
with the 15 000 or 18 000 school teachers on the Government payroll, we would add another
20 teachers. That is the magnitude of the economies effected - it is chickenfeed, with all due
respect, Mr Chairman. The point Mr Black makes - and we are talking here about item 3
because it is Financial assistance from the department - is that the assistance is fairly small
money, but at least that money is ploughed back into the Western Australian community. I
wonder whether it is better to have those people on the dole queue or whether we are a
civilised-enough society to maintain an opera company and provide that assistance. My
concern is that if the Government says today that the State can do without a regional opera
company - and I say this to Hon Tom Stephens because I know he has a genuine interest in
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matters cultural - it is not beyond the realms of possibility to say that next week the
Government will get rid of the Western Australiai Ballet Company and replace it with flying
visits from the Australian Ballet Company. The Government could use the same argument
for getting rid of the Western Australian Symphony Orchestra and replacing it with the South
Australian Symphony Orchestra. The Government could say the State does not need the
Playhouse as it is a bit of an encumbrance; the Deck Chair Theatre, and a whole lot of other
things. Members opposite would not support that sort of vandalism either.
Mr Bluck's point is that the amount of money going to the opera company - even if we
looked at the non-cultural benefits - keeps 20, or 30, or whatever number of people in gainful,
creative employment who give us all a bit of relief, a laugh, entertainment and a lift in spirits:
and God only knows that people can do with that at times. Mr Bluck continues in his letter to
Mr Dowding -

Your decisions to deploy $350,000.00 of the WA ORCO's normal annual income in
1990 for ONLY (10) NIGHTS of an already TAX-PAYER-FUNDED Australian
Opera Company also denies that money to W.A. Theatre wage-earners.

Hon Peter Foss made the point that Western Australians would get 10 performances only and
it is hard for people to fit around that sort of calendar.

Hon Peter Foss: If there is an air strike you don't get them at all.
Hon P-O. PENDAL: That occurred recently when one major performing arts company
arrived only by virtue of the RAAF. That, in a nutshell, is the argument being advanced by
Mr Bluck, who is a widely respected person in the art community. Mr Bluck is berating his
own Government as being vandalistic. Sadly, that is a damning indictment of the political
interference that I have spoken about before - this cultural cowboyism that Mr Parker has
wedged into his mind somewhere along the line. Mr Parker has an almost paranoid hatred for
the opera company and he has given no explanation for that hatred. There have been
accusations - and Mr Bluck has expressed this view - that this hatred has occurred because
people of Liberal persuasion are attached to the opera board. I can honestly say I do not
know the political affiliations of one member of the Western Australian Opera Board. I could
guess about several of them: and there would be an even split between the two major political
pantics. Before asking the Minister to respond and give me some feeling as to whether he
inderstands my concern I make this point: Earlier this year and in order to test my own
fe.dings on the matter - not just rely on the advice of people who might feel compelled to say
Sshould support the opera company - I wrote to six of the leading practitioners of opera in

Australia. I wrote to Dame Joan Sutherland. Dame Joan Hammond, and James Christiansen
from Queensland as well as a number of other very highly regarded people. These people
were horrified that a regional company was being put in jeopardy. The time has arrived to
back off in the argument if there is even a desperate chance of the Government permitting the
opera company to have its funds restored.
I am not asking to prevent the Australian Opera Company coming here. It is a fine group of
professional entertainers and artists but it comes here because our income tax pays to bring it
here. That is no reason to put to death one of the finest regional performing arts companies
that this nation has seen. The proof of that statement is that the WA Opera Company has
been able to survive for so long while receiving what is in reality a fairly small amount of
Government assistance. I make that plea strongly and I ask that the Minister in charge of the
Bill make some response before I proceed with other matters.
Hon J.M. BERIhJSON: I understand Hon Phillip Pendal's point. I appreciate the moderate
terms in which he is advancing his argument and I accept that he is quite serious in his
suggestions that we should attempt to approach this in something less than a partisan way.
On the other hand, the member must understand my position in a debate of this kind.
Without notice, I am not in a position to provide any substantive response as I would be able
to do in a debate initiated by a motion. It is not open to me, representing another Minister, to
make any helpful comment at all without the opportunity to consult with that Minister. It is
not the natre of the debate in which we are engaged that Ministers here in a representative
capacity can assist substantively in further discussion. I do not believe it would help to say
that I shall pass Mr Pendal's comments on to the Minister for The Arts, although I shall do
that. This argument has now gone on for long enough. Although the terms of Mr Pendal's
submission on this occasion would not be known, the general position would be very well
known. I am not being evasive; I am simply indicating my limitations.
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Hon P.G. PENDAL: I thank the Minister for that response. [He is correct in saying that I am
serious about winning some sort of a truce. I ask himr if he cannot go a little further and at
least say that he wil pass on those remarks to Mr Parker for reconsideration. I accept that a
Minister representing a Minister in another place is not able to make a commitment. If I were
in his position I would not be able to make that commitment either. But the Minister must
appreciate that this is one of the last formal occasions in the parliamentary year that I1 have to
get at least that much out of him. Things will happen very swifty from now on in the
operatic scene; we do not have a lot of time to fiddle about with. I am nor asking him to
make a gung-ho, unauthorised and irresponsible commuitment. I am asking him, as a matter
of urgency, to ensure that these things are brought to the attention of Mr Parker swiftly. Mr
Black has been so agonised by the whole thing that he has written in that vein to the Premier;
I have come by that letter, and I have confirmed its contents with Mr Bluck. Unless I receive
a comnmitment that it will be referred to Mr Parker, [ shall have to find some other method to
keep battering the Government.

Hon J.M. BER~INSON: 1 have no difficulty in agreeing to do that. In fact I thought I had
conveyed that agreement in my earlier comments. I am happy to confirnn that I shall do that.
My difficulty lay in taking the comm-ent further.

Hon P.G. Pendal: I accept that; thank you.

Division 1$: Library Board of Western Australia -

Hon P.C. PENDA-L: The major reason for having a library service is to buy books.

Hon Carry Kelly: To borrow books.

Hon P.C. PENDAI: No, the board has to buy them so that it can lend them to people. It
might sound self-evident that one of the functions of the library is to provide books.

Hon Carry Kelly: It has a much wider function.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: Information. I have a question about acquisition. At page 49 we see a
contingency item for the acquisition of books. It seems obvious that the reason we have a
library is to buy books so that it can lend them to people. That will become a little more
obvious when [ come to a later item. I draw the attention of the Committee to last year, when
$6.8 million was spent on acquiring new stock, and this year the sum is roughly the same. In
fact it comes out at a drop in money trns of about 0. 1 per cent, or $5 000. if we add to that
the cost of inflation, we are actually looking at a reduction in the acquisition of books
program of about seven per cent. That is of serious concern, because a library service is like
any other business; if we do not keep the customers happy, they are liable to drift away and
find other interests, and that would be a great pity. May I ask the Minister what led to that
situation? Perhaps the Library Board said, "That is all we need; we had a particularly
generous grant in the previous year." On the other hand that may not be the case.

Hon .J.M. BERLUNSON: I have to rely on memory to an undesirable extent in responding to
this question, as I do not have precise details here. My memory is that the aim this year was
generally to maintain the board's ability to buy books consistent with its ability in the
previous year. Over a period we had the experience of the board having to include in its
budget submission substantial requests based on the increased cost of books purchased
overseas and subject to a very unfavourable exchange rate. One factor which would have
been taken into consideration was that the exchange rate now is mare favourable than that
applying a year ago, but I do not have the precise figures.

Hon P.O. Pendal: If that is the case, you are saying that you can buy more books this year.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: That is right; with the same number of Australian dollars. The
difference between a rate of 780t and 729! would provide more than the general CPI increase.
I do not have with me the exchange rate for previous years, but I believe I am right in saying
that the improved exchange rate was a factor which enabled us to maintain the nominal figure
at about the same rate as last year, without any significant detriment to the library. That
again has to be put into the category of being subject to any later advice to the contrar.

Hon P.C. PENDAL: [ appreciate that advice. I must admit it is something which had not
occurred to me. If that is the case, it is a partial answer. I have two points to raise there, and
[ shall have no further queries. In 1987-88, that same figure for the acquisition of books was
precisely $6 967 080. The figure we are about to vote is exactly $ 100 000 less than it was
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two years ago. The library system seems to be going backwards. If we flick through the
CRF documents, most ocher departments and agenicies are seeing an increase of some kind.
Sometimes it is a modest one of four or five per cent, but others are receiving as much as
eight per cent, and sometimes 10 per cent more.

Interestingly, there has been a fair bit of static play in the arts area. For example, last year the
expenditure of the Library Board of Western Australia was $22.045 million and this year the
estimate is $22,270 million. En dollar terms that represents a 0.9 per cent increase, which is
nothing at all. When we take into account the seven or eight per cent inflation rate the hoard
ends up being seven or eight per cent behind. It would be a tragedy if, at a rime when the
Government is attempting to show restraint, it wants the restraint to be exercised on "the finer
things in life". It is all very well to say that the bricks and mortar side of things must go up
all the time, and I am very much on-side with the attitude of Hon Max Evans who I think
would rake the view that much more restraint could be shown; so one does not have to have
rhis mentality that everything should rise by the inflation rate. That is a fairly irresponsible
thing to do anyway. However, if the Government is going to allow most departments and
agencies to grow, at least by the inflation rate, I cannot see that it is equitable if one group of
Government operatives has to survive with less than that and the principle is not applied. I
will be making a similar observation about one or two other areas under this section of the
Budget and it would be a great pity if our library system were allowed to go backwards.

Finally, the service provided by the Library Board is not just confined to people in the
suburbs or the metropolitan area but extends right across the State. There is nowhere hi rhe
world where so many services are provided as well as they are provided in the huge
geographic region of Western Australia. I know that that is still in many cases not sufficient,
and we heard Hon Margaret McAleer talk tonight about something as basic as the provision
of a doctor at Onowangerup. I appreciate that we have a really fine library service which, top
to bottom, provides a pretty comprehensive service and it would be a great pity if, at a time
when restraint is supposed to be being shown by a lot of other departments, the pinch were
being felt only in places like the Library Board.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I have nothing to indicate a reduction in services by the Library
Board of Western Australia. I think the true test is to be found in figures which a-re not
available to us; that is, the number of books available. As well as the factors that I have
indicated before in relation to the cost of overseas purchases, there is another factor that could
be of some considerable significance: that is, the turnover of books and the number disposed
of in a particular year. We really need a combination of all those factors to get the real
picture.

The apparent very small increase in total costs involves consideration of that factor, but there
is another factor of considerable importance; that is, the absence this year of one-off costs
which were incurred in 1988-89. They included the following: Non-recurring expenditure
commitments in 1988-89 carried forward from 1987-88 - $151 800 in round figures; non-
recurring consultancy costs associated with the development of the informarion technology
plan during 1988-89 - $205 000: non-recurring salary costs mainly due to severance packages
paid during an organisational restructure in 1988-89 - $214 500; and non-recurring
equipment purchase in 1988-89 - $50 000. That is a total of about $620 000.
The true comparison, then, is in the order of $21.4 million last year and $22.27 million this
year. It is not a huge increase but it does somewhat change the picture that the raw figures
provide.

Hon PETER FOSS: The Minister for Budget Managemenf'has touched on an area 1 wish to
address; that is, the disposal of books. I have frequently had people mention to me that the
Library Board of Western Australia appears to be disposing of books which are both in
excellent condition and seem to be quite interesting and good books. They are disposed of at
mass sales for l00 each or a price approaching that. I do not know rhe policy of the Library
Board with regard to the disposal of books, bur it gives an impression of profligacy, in that it
appears to be disposing of books which ordinary people would regard as perfectly good
books. It may be that if a book is not used the board disposes of it, or if a book is overused
and is in danger of faling to bits it disposes of it; but certainly the appearance is that the
board is disposing of them earlier than perhaps it should.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Obviously I am not in a position to comment on that but it is
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certainly a matter that is very important in the context of the whole book supply and 1 will be
happy to draw chat particularly to the attention of the Minlister.

Hon MARGARET McALEER: I agree with Hon Philip, Pendal in his praise of the State
Library Service. It is a very fine one, of which we have good reason to be very proud. In
respect of the amount set aside for the purchase of books, one would need to know how many
of those books, tapes, cassettes, and other materials are bought overseas as distinct from those
bought in Australia to make any judgment about that. I do know the library service, as I
suppose any such service would, always feels itself to be extremely short of funds and not
able to serve its clients as well as it would like. In particular, I hope that what I think, from
just looking at the figures, are fairly obvious economies being made within the library
service, are not being applied totally to countty areas. I know chat in the Ceraldton area the
community feels it is in very straitened circumstances library-wise. There are fewer people
there. People in the metropolitan area can move from one suburb to another and use different
library services with ease, but this cannot be done in the country. I hope the Government will
have regard for that.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: The point raised by Hon Peter Foss was a very good one. I have to
declare a vested interest here because every time the State Library Service holds a book sale
at the Undercroft I go along because it is the only time in the year I can actually afford some
very good books, given the prices, particularly the prices the Minister for Budget
Management has referred to when talking about overseas books.
The quality of books the Library Board allows to go on sale astonishes me. Those books are
certainly not of the type where the binding is falling to bits, or the cover is missing or
someone has ripped out a couple of good colour plates. I would recomrmend to members that
they go along if they are looking for cheap Christmas presents in future years. Seriously, it
surprises me that the State Library Service disposes of books that are still in first class
condition.

Hon Carry Kelly: Just run in, are they?
Hon P.C. PENIDAL: I think they are. In general, any book in a library has probably been
borrowed four or five times and most people who borrow them do not knock them around to
the extent that their spines or other parts are badly affected. I do no more than make the
observation that it astonishes me that quality books are sold for those sorts of prices.

Division 19: Perth Theatre Trust -

1-on P.G. PENDAL: I have only one observation about this matter. Some rime ago I was
invited to publicly condemn the appointment of an individual called Simon Dawkcins to the
position of General Manager of the Perth Theatre Trust. I made my own inquiries about that
matter and so far I have chosen not to make any detrimental comments on the matter.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm

Hon P.G. PENDAL: Prior to the appointment of Simon Dawkins - who incidentally is the
brother of the Federal Minister for Education - to the position of general manager of the Penth
Theatre Trust I was invited to comment on or criticise that appointment. I declined and
continue to do so for a number of reasons, mostly to the effect that many people whom I have
consulted say that we should really withhold judgment until Mr Dawkcins is seen in action in
the job. The point is that many people in the local scene, so I am told, were highly qualified
for that position. Secondly, I. am told there is no comparison between a person who occupied,
as Mr Dawkins did, the general managership of the Canberra Theatre Trust and someone who
must deal with a much larger concern such as the Perth Theatre Trust. Appointments will
always be the subject of some controversy and while I regret that many people were passed
over, I think it is wise to withhold judgment on the matter at this point.

Hon John Halden: Who was passed over?

Hon P.G. PENDAL: I do not want to mention names, but they would be quite well known in
the local scene.

Hon John Halden: Someone like Nigel Prescott?
Hon P.C. PENDAL: No, Nigel Prescott had the job before that; he was taken out of it. The
position became vacant after Nigel Prescott was reassigned to tasks elsewhere in
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Government. The question which has crossed the minds of many people is why the deputy,
Mr Will Queckeut, was passed over, because one would have thought he was highly qualified,
given that the trust had invited him to take up the No 2 job earlier this year. He left what I
would say was a prestige job with the Festival of Perth in order to take up that new job.
However, he and other people were not successful in obtaining the No 1 position. As we vote
sufficient funds for the salary of Mr Dawkins, I hope he lives up to the expectations held of
him because if he does not there will be more disappointment around town.
Hon GEORGE CASH: My query relates to the same item. Under contingencies, for the item
of booking office last year, a sum of $410 479 was allocated. That was the actual
expenditure;, a figure of $283 000 is listed as the Estimate for the booking office for 1989-90.
Income for the booking office was $991 267 last year. This year it is estimated to be only
$557 000. That is a significant difference; can the Minister advise why?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I do not have the particular reference to that item.

Hon George Cash: Would you be prepared to rake it on notice?

Hon J.M. BERIFNSON: Yes, and I will provide a direct response.

Division 20: Art Gallery or Western Australia -

Hon P.G. PENDAL: I have a number of queries in relation to this Division. Firstly 1want to
express regret that the $71 800 lined up for this year to be used by the director of the Art
Gallery. Betty Churcher, will not be needed this year. Regrettably she has resigned to rake a
position in the national scene. That is a matter of regret to people associated with the gallery
because she was seen as one of the better appointments of the current Government; in fact she
was seen as one of the best appointments made in the arts scene in recent years by the
Government. I certainly wish Betty Churcher well, although I regret we are losing her.
A not dissimilar question to one which I raised in relation to the State Library Board is to be
found in Division 20, item I under the subheading Contingencies. Under that subheading is
an item dealing with works of art, including acquisition costs. Just as we said that the library
system to maintain its integrity needed a constant turnover of new books and therefore
needed adequate funding for acquisition, the same must be said of the Western Australian Art
Gallery, otherwise it frankly begins to fail to live up to expectations. There is a serious
decline in money allocated to the Art Gallery to enable it to acquire new works of art. It went
from just over $1 million last financial year to just over $500 000 this financial year. That
represents a 47 per cent decrease in funds. I would be interested to know why that is the case
and the extent to which the Art Gallery itself may have put in lower bids for its works of art
acquisition fund.

The second matter I am a little puzzled about - and it may be common to a lot of other
Divisions - is that I notice under contingencies there is actually a reference to the Capital
Works Program within the Consolidated Revenue Fund Budget. Perhaps I have missed it
over the years, but I was not aware that the contingency for the Capital Works Program could
be included in the Consolidated Revenue Fund Budget. It seems something of an oddity.
Regardless of that point. I notice that while last year it received a meagre $20 000 - I imagine
one could not paint the Art Gallery toilets for that amount - the amount set aside this year is
$642 000. There is not a lot one can do with that either.

That leads me to the second question: The allocation in the Capital Works Program may be
to do with the development Proposal that the Art Gallery has before the Government
incorporating the old court house galleries with the main Art Gallery building. That plan has
been around for a long time. According to a letter dated 29 November the proposal to link
the old Beaufott Street courts with the new Art Gallery built by the Court Government has
received Government endorsement. I commend the Government for that. What is the rime
span for the construction of that linkage? In other Budget documents the cost is about
$5.5 million, if I remember correctly. If that is the case, the State will do very well out of
what is not all that much money these days because under this proposed new facility it will
among other things -

Hon J.M. Berinson: I cannot relate the member's comments about the new gallery or the
link. rs the member referring to an item?

Hon P.O. PENDAL: Yes, I am referring to the last item in the contingencies column, Capital
Works Program.

6666 [COUNCIL]



[Thursday, 1.4 December 1989] 66

Hon I.M. Berinson: That is not related to the Bill.
Hon P.G. PENDAL: Could the Minister say what the $642 000 relates to?

When does the Government see the linkage project going ahead in some substantial way?
The letter dated 29 November states that the Government has endorsed the project. Before
the Minister interrupted. I was commenting that for about $5.5 million we will get an
excellent facility because among other things apparently the present display space will be
doubled. If the display space can 'be doubled for a mere $5.5 million, for once at least the
Government has done a good deal.

I draw honourable members' attention to a rather disturbing element of the whole exhibition
function of the State Art Gallery. I was surprised to learn in the last couple of' days that only
five per cent of the State Art Gallery's collection can be displayed. That staggers me. [ an
not blaming the Government because it is a matter with which successive Governments have
not come to grips. One wonders what happens with the other 95 per cent. Of course it is in
storage, and what a great pity it is to have those treasures lying around behind the scenes. I
acknowledge that at least it appears the Goverrnent is making efforts to overcome those
problems as a result of the development proposal which would ]ink the old court buildings
with the new gallery. From the brochures I have seen, and from those I have before me, it
appears an exciting project.

What is the reason for such a dramatic drop in the acquisition costs? Does that reflect any
action on the part of the gallery which has said, "That is all we need", or is it the case that the
Government is insisting that the Art Gallery cut down? When will we see a substantial start
to the redevelopment ofT the Art Gallery?

I have stated earlier that the State Art Gallery worries me in that the culture scene is being
asked to bear the brunt of any Government restraint. Last year expenditure on the Art
Gallery was just under $5 million; this year expenditure is barely $5.1 million representing an
increase of about three per cent. That increase is less than the inflation rate and begs the
question which I posed earlier as to whether the cultural portfolio is seen as one where the
Government can shave a few more layers off whereas other departments seem to be receiving
[airty hefty increases.
Hon 3.M. BERINSON: I am advised that acquisition costs are listed for information only and
are not a draw on the Consolidated Revenue Fund. They are drawn from the investment
reserves. The investment reserve contribution last year was $500 000 and this year is
$625 000. Added to that is a substantial increase from $20 000 to $642 000 to the gallery this
year under the heading of Capital Works Program. I interjected on Mr Pendal to correct the
impression that $642 000 was for the linkway; in fact all but $50 000 of that amount is for
changes to the restaurant and bookshop located in the gallery. The $50 000 is for the
preliminary planning expenses. The current approach to capital works is to divide it into
various stages; that is, stages A, B, C, D and E, or however far down the alphabet we can
stretch the funds - there are more demands than funds. What we see here is the approval for
only the preliminary planning costs, which does not carry a construction timetable with it.
That will come when the remainder of the planning costs are submitted, and this will be an
item in the 1990-91 Budget.

The question was also asked as to why the Capital Works Program allocation should be
shown here in the Consolidated Revenue Fund at all and not in the General Loan and Capital
Works Fund. Ilain advised that the authority and the trust are operating under their own bank
accounts and do sometimes have the State contributions paid in this way rather than out of the
Capital Works Fund. As far as I can gather there is nio hard and fast rule. It might depend on
whether the amount is small enough to come straight from the CRF. [ think that covers the
range of detailed questions as I noted them.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: I still do not understand the matter regarding the acquisition of works of
art. I must admit that I have never before seen items which have included a Transfer to
Investment Reserve - although I accept that it is there. I ask the Minister to clarify the
situation. Does that item not mean that last year we spent $1 019 670 acquiring new works of
art, and that this year we will spend $546 000 acquiring new works?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: The position is that the contribution from CRF is represented by the
line Transfer to Investment Reserve. The figures under acquisition costs represents what was
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actually spent by the gallery last year out of its investment reserve. The amount of $546 000
represents the amount that the gallery has projected as its expenditure for this year. However,
that does not represent all of its investment reserve, and it could meet the amount spent last
year by drawing on the reserve if it decided to.

Hon P.G. Pendal: Has the Goverrnent cut back on its contribution to the acquisition fund?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: It has risen from $500 000 last year to $625 000 this year.
Hon MAX EVANS: It seems unusual that Private Borrowings has irs own balance sheet
because these are Private Borrowings of $200 000 and $463 000 comnes in as revenue. What
are those Private Borrowings?

Hon J.M. BERiNSON: The gallery has the authority to borrow under its own Act and it does
so for such purposes as it decides. Having given that information. I need to correct a
previous matter of detail relating to the Capital Works Program. I indicated before that
$642 000 was to be allocated from the CRF, but $463 000 of the Capital Works Program
comes from private borrowings. Under its own authority the gallery applied to the CRF for
$179 000, which appears on page 41 of the Capital Works Program papers.

H-on MAX EVANS: I was worr ied about the answer given earlier, but that makes much more
sense. I am amazed - we have raised this question before but in a different context - by the
Adjustment for Trust Fund Balances item. I checked this to see whether it was a debit or a
credit, and I found the balance overdrawn, yet it is in these papers as a credit.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I am happy to respond in some detail to this question. It is the same
question as I was asked before dinner, but the other way around. I undertook before the
dinner suspension to make a reference to the bank balances. Does the member's question
refer to that?
Hon Max Evans: Bank balances are either a debit or a credit or an account is overdrawn in a
balance in advance. Here we have a bank account which is overdrawn. It is stated as a debit
yet it is an overdrawn account. On the next page the credit is a credit and adds up, yet this
one seems to be overdrawn - I want to know why.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: The advice I have received is that $420 000 mn the 1989-90 Budget
refers to funds on hand at I July 1989.
Hon Max Evans: Is the Minister saying that the amount of $259 765 was on hand at the
beginning of last year?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I thought a man of Mr Evans' experience would understand this and
would not need to ask such a simple question. It should be obvious to him that the amount
represents the difference between the opening and closing balances as at 30 June 1988 and 30
June 1989.
Hon P.G. PENDAL: Once again one of the areas in the cultural affairs portfolio has to bear
the sort of reduction that very few other departments or agencies have been asked to bear.
The Museum spent $8.3 million last year- Its expenditure has been reduced to $8.1 million
this year. Is this because there is no need for an estimate this year for the bicentenary
celebrations?

Hon J.M. Berinson: No, it is not. I can provide a clearer answer.

Hon P.G. PENDAL:, I would be interested if there were another answer. Funding is
allocated for she libraries to buy books each year as is funding allocated to the art galleries to
buy new works of art each year but the poor old Western Australian Museum, which appears
to be the poor relation, consistently lacks an acquisition fund. I made this point many times
during the debates on she sale of the vintage cars. If the Western Australian Museum had an
income to acquire new objects then it would not need to be selling existing stock to make
those purchases. I am very pleased that the Leader of the Opposition has publicly committed
himself to creating an ongoing acquisition fund for the Western Australian Museum. He
made a commitment of $250 000 a year for four years, initially, so that hinds can build up. It
is regrettable that the Museum does not have access to that sort of funding. Having said that,
I would be interested to know why, on the face of it, the Museum is raking a cut in funds of
probably one or two per cent. Once inflation is taken into account I rather suspect the cut is
about 10 per cent in real terms.
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Hon J.M, BERINSON: The apparent decrease in funding for the WA Museum this year
represents a substantial increase in allocations for basic costs because of an amount of
$1 469 000 of non-recurring expenditure in 1988-49 associated with the establishment of the
Museum of the Goldfields in Kalgoorlie. Looking at the accounts, I have the impression that
the amount listed last year under Bicentennial Celebrations must be absorbed in that,
otherwise the difference would be much greater. To that extent, I think the member was right
about most of the'non-recurring expenditure but the total non-recurring expenditure related to
the goldfields museum and was $1.69 million.
Vote put and passed.
Attorney General, Minister for Budget Management, and Corrective Services -

Division 22: Crown Law -

Hon GEORGE CASK: Why did net expenditure for Crown Law increase from $37.3 million
lat year to $46 million this year.
Hon I.M. BER[NSON: Unfortunately, law and order is a growth industry which is reflected
in this Division. The major items that I can turn to, and what on the face of it is an unusual
percentage increase, include a Budget allocation of $1 944 000 for the acquisition of
computer technology which includes: 14.8 ETEs, $499 000; the cost of setting up the
framework to accommodate the Residential Tenancies Act is $185 000; the transfer of the
Children's Court to Crown Law which involves $563 000; and, in the Family Court, the
implementation of a computer system in accordance with the Commonwealth's plan for a
national system in that court. Other substantial increases are for briefing out to counsel,
$300 000. That is the last major item.

Division 23: Corporate Affairs -

Hon GEORGE CASH: The item for police officers attached to Corporate Affairs last year
attracted a vote of $107 626. This year there is no provision for that item. H-as there been
some change? I understand that the police officers are still working with Corporate Affairs.
Item 4, Services and Contracts, involves an increase from $1.2 million to $1.9 million this
year. What is this for?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Police officers are still attached to the Corporate Affairs Department,
but there has been an accounting change and their costs will now be met by the Police
Department. Services and Contracts cover the following: Data processing charges associated
with the records management system and implementation for an automated defence police
system, $132 000; increased legal costs associated with the Rorhwells' special investigation,
$216 000; consultancy and operational costs associated with the implementation of the
Westcap system, $734 000, partly offset by a reduction in DOCIT data processing charges of
$450 000, making a total of $284 000 for that particular item. That amount would account
for most of the difference.

Hon GEORGE CASH: What is the amount of $362 000 for under item 9, National
Companies and Securities Commission?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Under the current cooperative scheme which governs companies and
securities in Australia, the State, together with the Commonwealth and the other States, is
committed to providing contributions. The Commonwealth provides 50 per cent of the total
costs. The States share the rest on a proportional population basis which leaves Western
Australia to meet about 10 per cent of the balance. The increase in Western Australia's
contribution to the NCSC reflects the increased costs of the commniss ion, due to an agreed
increase in its staffing and other activities.

Hon PETER FOSS: What is the ability of direct computer searches say, from solicitors'
offices?

Hon J.M. Berinson: Do you mean the Western Australian corporate affairs processing
system?

Hon PETER FOSS: What is the state of that and at what stage is it?

Hon J.M. BERIINSON: The completion of the Westeaps project will extend to next year.
The cost this year of $2 033 000 and the projected cost next year of $2 057 000 would give a
rough estimation of the amount of work that will be left over. I cannot be too definite about
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the stage it has reached now. My impression is that it is operational for the officers' other
purposes. It has reached the stage of being capable of testing in some external offices. There
are so many computer projects under way at the moment in various departments and I am
cautious to rely on my memory. However, at the moment I think it has either reached this
stage or it will very shortly reach it.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON-. The allocation for information systems and purchase of
plant and equipment has increased substantially. I understand and appreciate the sont of
pressure with which the Crown Law Department is confronted, given the type of information
systems that are being installed and coming on stream. However, we have seen several
references to information systems in the allocation to the Divisions of the Cabinet and Public
Sector Management and the Public Service Commission. 1 appreciate that this reflects a
move towards electronic information storage and retrieval systems which has occurred in
several departments. Are those systems discrete within the departments'? That is, do the
computers in the Corporate Affairs Department talk to the computers in the Ministry of the
Premier and State Administration?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I do not know whether the system in a Minister's office would be
compatible with the Corporate Affairs Department. The Corporate Affairs system is
designed to allow external officers to obtain information in their own offices. Provided the
.systems were compatible, it would probably be possible to have ministerial or other
Government officers drawing on information available in Corporate Affairs. That would be
restricted to publicly available information and not, for example, to confidential information
involved in such things as investigations. They are subject to whatever one has to implement
to keep the system closed.
Hon Derrick Tomrlinson: Simply punch a code in the computer!

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Whatever has to be done. I am computer illiterate.

Hon P.G. Pendal: That is the first time I have had some sympathy for you.

Hon I.M. BERINSON: The difficulty with answering the question over the whole of
Covernment is that it really involves a department -by -department examination to see what is
appropriate. For example, there would be obvious benefits if the State Taxation Department
and the Land Titles Office were linked. Perhaps the motor vehicle licensing department and
the Police Department would benefit from such a system. One would really have to look in a
detailed way to see what plans were in place to allow that entry interchange. The Crown Law
Department would want to be one of the offices linked to those other offices in the legal and
accountancy professions. That would link in directly to Corporate Affairs and to the Land
Titles Office.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: Does the Government have a policy for networking amongst
all of the departments?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: The Ministry of the Cabinet and Public Sector Management is
examining that question.

Hon MAX EVANS: The allocation to Investigation and Litigation has increased from
$1.8 million to $2 million. These figures have not increased much considering the Rothwells
and the National Companies and Securities Commission affairs. Not enough litigation has
taken place in respect of these investigations. People outside were worried some years ago
when Mr Alan Smith was in the Corporate Affairs Department. He apologised to the
chartered accountants because they were not taking enough legal action against directors who
had not done the right thing by them. The Crown Law Department did not have the resources
and did not want to take action. The increase under this item is insignificant when we should
be bringing those corporate criminals to task. This allocation should be increased
substantially to get results, If there are to be any performance indicators in the department
there should be a number of reports by litigators and receivers. How many people have been
charged? Not enough charges have been laid. Does the Minister know what is going on and
is he having a say in who is charged? He said previously that he did not have a say. I believe
he should start investigating this matter because it is an absolute failure by the department.
The department is not getting enough legal support to charge people. Are there any plans to
increase the number of staff next year? Last year the Minister forecast a staff increase of
around 50. However, there has not been an increase of that number of staff in the
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Corporate Affairs Department this year. There were eight staff employed in the Registry of
Co-operative and Financial Institutions and I will not include them. 'The increase is nowhere
near the number referred to by the Minister last year. I ask the Minister to explain what
happened. The Government is making a mockery of the Companies Code because no-one
has been charged. [ do know something about this subject.
Hon J.M. BERII4SQN: I will answer the question in a number of ways. Members should not
only look at the item relating to investigation and litigation in regard to increased staffing
because the department received an additional $410 000 this financial year. I have referred to
an additional $364 000 for the Rothwells investigation alone. Also, I have had no indication
from the department of a lack of resources in this area of work; on the contrary, the
Government has been very active in requests as they arise. For example, since the Budget
was formulated requests for additional funds for particular investigations have been made. I
do not have the figure with me, but it would amount to not less than another $500 000. That
amount has been approved by way of a special allocation. It also helps to put this question in
its right context if members would care to compare the staffing level for this year with that of
last year. Last year the department had 164 staff and this year it has 190. mhar is a measure
of the increased activity in the department and I repeat that submissions seeking additional
resources in this area of work have invariably been met.

Hon MAX EVANS: The Minister's mathematics were not correct because he did not include
those staff employed in the Registry of Co-operative and Financial Institutions.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Something which you have not taken into account is the saving of staff
in certain areas - for example, arising from some of the technology we have referred to.

Hon MAX EVANS: Investigations have nothing to do with technology.

Hon J.M. Berinson: We are talkcing about the total staff.

Hon MAX EVANS: There has not been very much movement in staff.
Hon J.M. Berinson: Could I interrupt you to give you the specific breakdown of staff for
investigation and litigation as a comparison - last year there were 50 and this year there are
63.
Hon MAX EVANS: I know that.

Hon S.M. Berinson: That is an increase of over a quarter in one area alone in one year.

Hon MIAX EVANS: I do not know how many of those staff were employed before the
Rothwells affair.
I have received many complaints about investigators visiting various firms to ascertain
whether their minute books are up to date. In many cases they are fined $200 for absolutely
nothing. When a receiver or a liquidator reports someone it is automatically assumed that
that person is guilty. The big companies have not been brought to account, but the
investigating officers are knocking on the doors of accountants and lawyers and they receive
$200 from each of them.

Hon I.M. Berinson: Do not trivialise that. Do you know how many people are engaged in
that activity?

Hon MAX EVANS: I would like to know.

Hon J.M. Berinson: What do you reckon?

Hon MAX EVANS: I would say about 10.
Hon J.M. Berinson: It would be closer to two, but I will check and let you know.

Hon MAX EVANS: Currently in the suburb in which I live a spraying program is under way
to eradicate the Queensland fruit fly: It has the same result as the action taken by the
Corporate Affairs Department; that is, money is made from it, but it does no good.

The calibre of the staff is in question. They are not doing their job properly and Hon Peter
Foss may care to comment on it. I ask the Minister to advise how many investigators are
employed.

Division 24: Law Reform Commission -

Hon MAX EVANS: I refer to the adjustment for trust fund balances. I have been to the
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brains of the commission and this item was explained to me. However, the answers I
received to the questions I asked were not correct. It was detennined that the "adjustmnent for
trust fund balances" is not a correct description and it should be "movement of the internal
balance". The staff of the department have trouble reading the figures and improvements
could be instituted for the future.

Division 25: Miscellaneous Services -

Hon J.M. BERINSON: [ request that debate on this item be deferred until the completion of
the remaining Divisions.

Division 26: Office of Government Accommodation -

IHon W.N. STRETCH: Does item 8 - Rent for Office Accommodation - include the
electorate offices occupied by members of Parliament?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I do not know and the information is not available from the officers.
The Office of Government Accommodation does handle the teasing arrangements for
electorate offices. I have never had occasion to check whether the funds come from that
department or from the Premier's department. Again, I will make an inquiry and advise the
member direct.

Hon MAX EVANS: With reference to the same item. [ know that the Ministry of Education
pays rent on Silver City which covers the servicing charge of the debt. How many other
Government departments or agencies pay rent?
Hon J.M. BERINSON: Is the member referring to other Government departments paying
rent on Government owned premises?

Hon Max Evans: Yes.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I do not believe it is the general practice to do that. Silver City is not
a matter of paying rent; it is the repayment of a loan.

Hon MAX EVANS:, It is a privilege having the Under Treasurer in this Chamber - he
normally spends most of his time in the other place. Under the Office of Government
Accommodation all the rents are listed in the one hit. I liken it to the situation several years
ago when the Premier said that Government departments would fill a 10 storeys high building
and that the Building Management Authority would pay the rent and insurance on that
$6 million building. Although OGA pays all the rents, a schedule should be prepared of the
rents incurred by each department. That would be a step towards accountability.
Hon J.M. BERINSON: I have no difficulty in principle in agreeing that it should be shown
against individual departments, although that will not give a true comparison between
departments unless one also moves to imputed grants for departments and Government-
owned buildings. The Under Treasurer has expressed the view that although it is desirable to
maintain a centralised operation specialising in lease negotiations and so on, the casts should
be shown against individual departments indicating where they are incurred, and they should
be shown in the annual reports of the respective departments. I expect that to be adopted
from the next financial year, but I am not aware of any current proposal to take that further
step of imputing rent. It is not just a question of office accommodation, but also the costs of
imputing accommodation for schools, colleges, hospitals and so on. Some years ago it was
proposed to cost all those things and allocate them, but at the end of the day it did not seem to
offer any benefits.

Hon MAX EVANS: I thank the Minister for those comments and I hope he will hold the
Under Treasurer to them. In this connection I refer to CRA which has a big property and
legal department dealing with all the contracts, but the costs go back to the section of the
organisation responsible for them. It is important to have a central body looking after these
matters and I compliment the Office of Government Accommnodation on the work it has done
and the quality of its staff. However, these matters need to be on a businesslike basis,
Particularly with regard to rent for office accommodation. Years ago, when the Capita Centre
was rented by the Prem-ier and Government departments, a huge rental cost was incurred but
it did not show against the expenditure of the relevant departments. I do not suggest that
rents should be imputed at this stage. in fact, I think the Government should own all the
buildings its occupies, because it should not pay rent when it does not pay tax.
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Hon W.N. STRETCH: I preface my remarks by reading a quote about the origins of the
Curtin Foundation -

Donations to the John Curtin Foundation by many of Perth's leading businessmen
will be used to set up Labor Parry offices in major WA regional centres.
The party plans to buy properties through the foundation and use the proceeds from
rents to run offices and pay full-time organisers.

Money gained through the fund also will be used to restructure the ALP's debt burden
on its Labor Centre in Beaufort Street.
Premier Brian Burke announced at the launching of the foundation last week that
donations had already reached $1 million on the way to a $1.5 million target.

The article continues and mentions the top businessmen who have contributed. Of the
$36.8 million allocated for rent for office accommodation - compared with expenditure of
$29 million last year - how much, if any, will be paid for office premises owned in whole or
part by the Australian Labor Party, Perth Trades Hall, or the Trades and Labor Council, or
premises in which any of those three bodies have a financial interest? I do not expect the
Minister to have those details with him but I would like the answer in due course.

Hon .l.M. BERINSON: The major single property that comes into that category is Curtin
House which was the subject of a lease entered into some years ago when it was owned I
think by a body called Trades Hall Incorporated, the parent body of which was the Labor
Party. However, that property was subsequently sold - again from memory - to the
Commonwealth Superannuation Board or to some other Commonwealth investment fund.
More recently the Government purchased Curtin House together with a vacant block of land
behind it which will be used for the Police Department. I am aware of a Trades Hall in
Midland but I do not know whether there is any leased accommodation in that. I think there
are one or two electorate offices in the building in Wanneroo Road. Mr Cash appears to
know who owns it.

Hon George Cash: It is certainly the ALP.

Han J.M. BERINSON: It may be some branch or organisation associated with the ALP. I
am not aware of any other property that the Government leases and certainly, if any is, it is
tiny and of insignificant proportions compared with Cuntin House.
H-on MAX EVANS: I was not aware of those facts just provided by the Minister. A
statement should be prepared detailing these things. Members of Parliament must make a
declaration that they do not rent properties from their wives or members of their family. This
seems to be a little on the shady side, and I am sure the Government does not expect
members of the Opposition to lease property from the Liberal Party for their offices.

H-on J.M. Berinson: Why not, if it is commnercial and well situated?
Hon MAX EVANlS: Why can we not rent offices from our families? I think the relevant Act
prohibits it.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Which Act?
Hon MAX EVANS: I know that Terry Burke had to get permission to rent a property his
wife owned.

Hon J.M. Berinson: He got permission from Mr O'Connor. I do not think there is a problem
if a declaration is made from the outset. I am happy to make inquiries and to provide a
statement.

Hon MAX EVANS: [ think a statement should be provided. This funny situation occurred
with the TLC and a block of land in Albany and we should get the facts straight.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: I raise the same point that I raised the other night; that is, it is not
necessary for something to be illegal to be improper, The whole argument of the public with
this Government is that it is improper in its dealings, and it is seen to be improper in the area
of leasing property, whereby taxpayers are paying rent direct to the ALP. It is not in keeping
with the Westminster tradition and it is not right. The Government can be smart and use the
best legal brains in the world to defend it but it remains a bad concept.
Hon J.M. BERINSON: That is a very unfair construction. Everyone was aware of the nature
of the building in Wanneroc Road before it was leased. It was a matter of public record and,
A73091-7
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I am sure, lease negotiation in the ordinary way. I am happy to take on board Mr Evans'
request. I will have a derailed statement prepared. It was also a matter of public record that
Curt in House was owned by the Trades Hall at the time it was leased. [ am not aware of any
complaint made at chat time or later by the Opposition. In any event, that is history. I do not
know that it serves any purpose traversing it under ts item.

Hon MAX EVANS: To clarify the record on Curtin House, I understand that the Minister for
Health at that time was a Labor member and had his accommodation there. When Hon
Graham MacKinnon became Minister for Health he did object to going to that building to
work.
Hon W.N. STRETCH: Thbe point I was making is that if a Westminster system of Parliament
is to work the Governmnirt must be seen to be proper, and it is not proper for a political party
to buy land, rent it to itself and use taxpayers' funds to pay off the building direct into ALP,
or if it happened to be the Liberal Party, coffers. That is just not on. The Government should
come to its senses and understand what accountability is all about to the man in the street. It
can argue its way out of its multimillion dollar deals and say it was bad judgment that made
them go wrong, but it cannot fool the man in the street when he knows his tax is being
syphoned off for the benefit of a political parry. If it were our people doing it I would be
yelling just as loud. It is not proper and it is undermining the system. It is an illicit way of
funding a party and if the Government had any decency it would get out of it, and do the
same with its electorate offices.
Hon J.M. BERJNSON: Mr Stretch is at least 15 years out of date. The time to complain
about that matter was when there was something of a major scale involved - namely, Curtin
House, and that was at least 15 or 20 years ago. I am pleased to hear Mr Stretch say that if
his party were involved he would be just as upset because he might care to check on the
position regarding the national headquarters of the Liberal Party in Canberra which on my
recollection was occupied at least 50 per cent by Commonwealth offices.
Hon W.N. STRETCH: The Minister for Budget Management may be right, I may be
15 years out of date. The Minister pointed out that I did not mention Curtin House as one of
my examples. Something came up about it in the article I quoted, but the matter that gets up
my nose relates to electorate offices. What is happening now is improper and it is seen to be
improper by the man in the street and I think the Government ought to look at the situation.
If there are Liberal Party members in Liberal Party offices he should get us to look at that too
as that too would be seen as wrong by the man in the street and as feathering the party's own
nest at taxpayers' expense and it is not on.

Division 27: Taxation -

Hon MAX EVANS: I do not believe the Commissioner of State Taxation is paid enough for
the amount of money he extorts from the people of Western Australia. He should get a
percentage of what he mates and he would then be the highest paid person in Western
Australia. He would get far more than John Horgan, who got $600 000 from one company
arid $1 million from another. The commissioner deserves more than $77 500 per year;
considering what he does for the Government's revenue, the figure is not enough.

Division 29: Corrective Services -

Hon GEORGE CASH: Will the Minister indicate the general scope of item 9, Community
Based Corrections, and item 10. Offender Development Programs?

IHon IN!. BERINSON: The item Community Based Corrections covens the areas of
probation and parole generally. That also involves services to the courts in respect of advice
on appropriate sentences. The program has been increased substantially with the
implementation of the community corrections centre program which accounts for $475 000
this year. Those costs are balanced at least partly by the ability that program provides to
discontinue the use of the West Perth centre as a work release centre. Prisoners on work
release come under the community corrections centre program as well.

The item Offender Development Programs relates to a number of programs. I am sorry I do
not have details of them, but they are wide ranging. Those programs are designed to enable
offenders to develop work skills necessary to participate in the community. I would welcome
an opportunity to provide a comprehensive statement of those programs because they come at
a relatively modest cost and are a particularly good investment.
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Hon M.S. MONTGOMERY: Item 6 refers to maintenance of plant and equipment and
item 7 to the purchase of plant and equipment. About $1.2 million less is allocated this year
to maintenance and yet the purchase amount for new plant and equipment is at about the
same level as last year. Normally older plant and equipment requires more maintenance. As
equipment is being replaced at around the same rate, why has the maintenance amount been
decreased?

Hon J.M. BERJNSON: Although that item is listed as maintenance of plant and equipment it
is also available for what the department refers to as 'minor works". Those are works carried
out separately from loan fund allocations. That involved a one-off allocation last year arising
from the need to repair Fremarntle Prison after the riot and Fire. The amount involved was
$1.23 million.

Hon MAX EVANS: There were 1 578 employees in this department last year and the
number has been decreased to 1 567 this year. As prisoner numbers are increasing and
expansion is in progress, that number should be increasing. As it is not, what will happen
when Casuarina Prison comes on stream? Has the Minister any more information about
those numbers over the years?

Hon J.M. BERINSON. I cannot go back over the years, but there were some special factors
this year. I have referred previously to the closure of the work release centre in West Perth.
Hon Max Evans may recall that we were able to close Barton's Mill Prison, as well. Also,
some staff were relocated from the Albany and goldfields post-release programs. The figures
for last year included a preliminary provision for the forward training of staff for Casuarina
Prison. In the event, they were not necessary, because of the delay in the building program.
In spite of those closures, in future years there will be an inevitable and quite marked increase
in the number of prison officers. Casuarina Prison, which will not accommodate many mare
prisoners than does Fremantle Prison, wil have a substantially higher staff requirement, and
with the growth of the prison population, especially in the maximum security classification,
we will inevitably be looking for expansion of these services.

Hon MAX EVANS: That is why [ thought they would have been increasing in number. I am
surprised they are decreasing.

Hon .M. Berinson: It is what is called in some quarters "a temporary aberration'.

Hon MAX EVANS: What consideration has the Minister given to the privatisation of gaols?
I believe that has been considered in Queensland. What benefits or otherwise would there be
in such privatisation?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Although there is a constant review of interstate and international
material on these matters, we would really want to have the benefit of more experience in
other jurisdictions before we got into that business. The reports I have read about attempts to
move in that direction in the United States - and they are very limited - have not really been
impressive. I doubt very much whether there is a real future in running prisons on a
commercial basis. The future developments that we can look forward to realistically will
probably centre much more on the possibilities of home detention systems than the
privatisation of existing institutions.

Hon MAX EVANS: Hon George Cash has just told me that a book has been put out by the
Adam Smith Institute called The Prison Cell. [ used to have a similar book in my car, and it
just so happens that my car was stolen one night, and was found outside Fremantle Prison,
with that book lying on the back seat. The car was left outside the warders' cottages, and it
was fortunate that they did not see that book;, they might have burned my car! I do not know
who stole it, whether it was someone who was ont day release, who had to get back to the
prison that night; but no damage was done to my car, and I am thankful for that.
Item 4 of Division 23 refers to Services and Contracts. Are there staff in the Department of
Corrective Services who are on contract; if so, have those numbers changed from one year to
the next? There is a growing trend in a number of departments to increase the number of
contract employees.

Hon JLM. BERINSON: I am not aware of any full time staff who are on contract in the
Department of Corrective Services. There are all maniner of contracts, ranging from the
provision of medical, dental and physiotherapy services, to contracts in respect of building
consultancies, but I cannot think of any full time staff who are on contract.
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Hon PETER FOSS: Where are the savings that have been represented by the closure of
Barton's Mill Prison?
Hon J.M. BERIINSON: Those savings cannot be isolated;, they have to be extracted from
things like the release of the staff at Barton's Mill for service in other prisons. There has not
been a gross saving, if I can put it that way, of all prison officers released from Barton's Mill,
and the work release centre, because over the same period there have been requirements for
additional staff elsewhere. The upgrading of Greenough Prison, for example, required the
allocation of additional staff: the expansion of other prison accommYodation has the same
effect. In more recent days it has been necessary to approve. a small increase of about six or
seven officers at Canning Vale Prison clue to the increased staff requirements in relation to
security. So it is very difficult to say, "Barton's Mill Prison has been closed down: look at
the total, and there are the savings." ft does not work that way, but of course the savings are
real.

Hon PETER FOSS: Were any of the staff transferred to Wooroloo Prison Farm; if so, did
any of those staff include people involved in occupational training?
Hon J.M. BERINSON: I am sorry; I do not have the details of the way in which the staff
were reallocated. If the member would like to pursue that, I will make inquiries. LIn the
ordinary run of events, I would not be involved in the allocation of particular staff to
institutions.
I-on PETER FOSS: The reason I raise this is that at the time Barton's Mill was closed, there
was considerable public controversy in relation to the transfer of sex offenders from Barton's
Mill to Wooroloo. Previously Wooroloo had not had sex offenders because of the rather
special circumstances of Woorolco. Members may recall that Wooroloo was originally not a
prison but a tuberculosis sanatorium, and it was rather unusual in that the people at Wooroloo
had become highly involved with the sanatorium because they shared in comnmon a number
of community facilities, including the oval, and the only club. So when it was proposed to
change Wooroloo into a prison - as one of a number of proposals that had been made in
respect of Wooroloo - the people were rather concerned that they were in a totally different
situation from other prisons. There are no other prisons of an open nature as close to a large
area of population as is Wooroloo. and I know of no other prison where the major
recreational facilities of the community are in the centre of the prison. I draw a distinction
here between the ordinary population and the people who are family members of the staff of
the Department of Corrective Services, who live on the prison premises.

There was considerable concern in the community then, and there is now, as to what would
be the effect of having sex offenders in the midst of the community. At the time that it was
proposed that sex offenders be transferred to Wooroloo. a number of public meetings were
held, and a lot of concern was expressed. Recently I tabled in this Chamber a petition from a
large number of residents of Wooroloo and surrounding areas, protesting against the transfer
of sex offenders to Wooroloo. The major reason given in support of the proposal was that
Barton's Mill was closing; therefore sex offenders had to go elsewhere, and it was
administratively inconvenient to have to continue to make this distinction.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Not inconvenient but undesirable.

Hon PETER FOSS: No doubt the Minister will explain the difference between
administratively inconvenient and undesirable when he replies to what I have to say, and I
will be interested to hear whether there is in essence a great deal of difference between
inconvenient and undesirable. At the time it was pointed out that if no sex offenders were
transferred to Wooroloo, only an additional six sex offenders would be held at the remaining
open prisons, and it would not be that difficult in respect of those prison populations, but it
would make a big difference to the peace of mind of the residents of Wooroloo. I do not
think the peace of mind of the residents of Wooroloo should be ignored, because it is all very
well to say that there have not yet been any examnples. of recidivism in the community. It is
rather like one's sitting under the sword of Damocles and being told it had not sliced through
one's skull yet. It is particularly important for the mothers with young children in Wooroloo
to know that sex offenders have been transferred to Wooroloo Prison.

The other concern was that the Wooroloo Prison is not well suited for the receipt of sex
offenders because it is not easy for the warders to prevent bashirigs. Much of the
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accommodation is either barrack-style or individual units. Those individual units do not have
toilets and if an inmate has to go to the toilet during the night he has to leave his single
accommodation, thus there are more opportunities for sex offenders to be bashed. Prison
officers are concerned about the small number of warders. They could not detect people
comning and going, let alone prevent them coming and going. A suggestion was made that it
would be beneficial to transfer an officer involved in occupational training. The Government
held out this carrot, which would make things better. The residents of Woorolco listened to
the arguments put forward by the Minister for Corrective Services and the chief executive
officer - I was present at their meeting. Stripped of its surplusage, the message was that it
was annoying to have to make a further categorisation when shifting people round so that
the department could not send sex offenders to Wooroloo Prison. This might entail only a
few people, but that is what it boiled down to: It was rather inconvenient. The Government
suggested that, as there was one fewer prisons, it would be even more administratively
inconvenient, and that this nonsense had gone on for too long anyway and it was about time
that it stopped. Notwithstanding the fact that the Department of Corrective Services could
continue its system of not sending sex offenders to Wooroloo, it was obviously seen as an
excuse to take a stand and to send them to Wooroloo.

There was no necessity arising from the closure of Barton's Mill to send sex offenders to
Wooroloo. It was very nice to be able to connect the two and to give a reason for doing it, as
opposed to the Government's saying barefacedly that it no longer liked the practice, it
thought it was a silly practice and an unjustified practice, and the fact that the local residents
did not like it meant they were being unnecessarily concerned. The point was raised by the
Minister about the number of sex offenders and other offenders who escaped, and the sorts of
crimes that were carried out by escapees. The people of Wooroloo would not have minded if
the people had escaped and gone somewhere else; they were worried about the sex offenders
who were staying in Wooroloo Prison, not the ones leaving Wooroloo Prison. The residents
had to worry about the sex offenders when thinking about their own children. The Wooroloo
playgroup actually meets in the prison grounds. It may seem strange to have a playground in
the Wooroloo Prison in which sex offenders are located, but they set up their playgroup -

Hon P.G. Pendal interjected.

Hon PETER FOSS: Yes, it seems an unusual place. For many years there has been a
reasonable mix between the prison and the Wooroloo residents and it is quite clear that the
residents are now expressing concerns. The Minister's other reply was, "Well, you will get
used to it; in 10 years' time you will look back and be thankful there were sex offenders at
Wooroloo." That is hardly an answer for the agony and concern that the mothers of young
children at Wooroloo are being put through at present. They may or may not worry about it
in 10 years' time, but the residents are very concerned about the problem now and rightfully
SO.
Ron JFM. BERINSON: I am rather sorry that I-on Peter Foss, having said that this was a
serious issue, should have treated it so glibly. For I-on Peter Foss to talk about the
department's allocation of prisoners as being "nice for their purposes", "convenient for their
purposes", or "less annoying for their purposes' than allocating prisoners elsewhere not only
misrepresents what the department and I have had to say to the community and
representatives but also trivialises the issue.

It is not a matter of convenience. Before the closure of Barton's Mill there were, for practical
purposes, two prisons to which sex offenders rated as minimum security prisoners could be
sent: Barton's Mill and Karnet. With the closure of Barton's Mill the department was
concerned that if Wooroloo were to be excluded from accommodating these prisoners all sex
offenders on minimum security status would have to be placed in one prison. in terms of
prison management and the prisoners' own interests, that was regarded as undesirable. For
that reason I attempted to correct Hon Peter Foss while he was in full flight and that is the
distinction between being inconvenient from a departmental point of view and undesirable
from a management point of view. Neither the administration nor I have ignored the peace of
mind of the community as Hon Peter Foss has done. I have met with the community and
indicated that their concerns are recognised and, indeed, are reflected in the very special
measures which apply to Wooroloo and to no other place.

All prisoners, in the category I am talking about, are minimum security prisoners whether
they are at Barton's Mill, Kamrne or Wooroloo, and they are effectively open security
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prisoners. There are no walls and there are no razor wire barriers in the way of any prisoner
who may be looking to escape or to do mischief outside the prison; they are minimum
security prisoners. No-one is placed in any one of these institutions without a very
thoroughgoing review process which satisfies the administration that the prisoner can
properly be placed in arn institution with as limited a degree of security as these prisons have.

In addition to recognisinig the concern of the local community, the Government has placed
additional restrictions on the placement of sex offenders at Wooroloo. Firistly, their numbers
are very limited. I know that the argument Hon Peter Foss will immediately put is that, if
they are that limidted, why not put them all in Karnet.

Hon Peter Foss: Precisely. Why not?

Hon J.M. BERIINSON: I am sorry to have anticipated the member's argument, but I am sure
it will no' stop him from putting it.
Hon Peter Foss: Tell me why?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: That is not an argument against attempting to relieve what is
regarded as undesirable pressure arising from the excessive concentration of pnisoners.
Firstly, before they are even considered they must be minimum security prisoners. Secondly.
the numbers are small. Thirdly, the selection of prisoners for Wooroloo is done on a basis
which ensures that non-violent sex offenders only are placed there. In addition to all that,
and all the usual screening processes for selection, sex offenders going to Wooroloo must be
approved at executive director level. As welt as going through all the standard selection
procedures, an additional protection is given by ensuring that the selection of prisoners is
reviewed at the very top level of the department, All those measures are a reflection of our
interest in accommodating the concerns of the local community, and I believe that that has
reasonably been done.

Hon PETER FOSS: I am very concerned that the Minister should think that I was raising this
matter glibly, or treating it trivially.

Hon J.M. Rerinson: The sort of exaggeration you were using gave that impression.

Hon PETER FOSS: I am expressing the concerns of the citizens.

Hon .M. Berinson: I am- sure they would not express them in the way you did.

Hon PETER FOSS: They expressed them by signing a petition which I presented to this
Parliament. I do not know that it has even been acknowledged by the department; that is how
strongly the Minister takes the concerns raised. I do not think the concerns were put too
strongly. These people are concerned about sex offenders being there.

Hon J.M. Berinson: I did not say too strongly: I said too glibly. I was referring- only to your
exaggeration. Perhaps you were being light-hearted.
Hon PETER FOSS: What was I exaggerating?
Hon J.M. Berinson: All this talk about annoyance, inconvenience and so on; you don't
believe that!

Hon PETER FOSS: Now I understand what the Minister is talking about. I said, stripped of
all the surplusage, what the Minister said came down to the fact that it was administrative
inconvenience. I still hold that opinion. I am sure all members who listened to the Minister's
explanation recognised that it amounted to a statement of administrative inconvenience.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Undesirable.

Hon PETER FOSS: it is also undesirable that sex offenders be placed in the middle of this
community. At some stage we must balance the desirability and the inconvenience to the
department against the convenience and the needs of the community. The important thing
about Wooroloo is that it is a community. I suppose this is a problem to be found worldwide,
but one of the problems we have in this State is that much of our crime arises from the lack of
a sense of community. Wooroloo is a place which has that sense of community, and it is
important to preserve that sense of community. The Minister is destroying that sense of
community by putting in the middle of it people the community is unwilling to trust.
Members of that commun-ity do not know which prisoners are sex offenders and which are
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not. Prisoners do not go around with labels an them. However, in a community of that size I
suppose the community would soon find out which were the sex offenders.
A degree of trust has been built up. I know the number of sex offenders is small; that is one
of the reasons why they should not be there at all. What difference would it make to Karnet
if another six offenders went there? As the population of sex offenders grows, with the
population of Western Australia, Karnet will probably end up with another six sex offenders
anyway. Why should they not all go to that prison? The Minister has not given us a good
reason why there should not be six more sex offenders in another prison and none at
Wooroloo. He did not give an explanation at the meeting at Wooroloo, he has not given ant
explanation now, and stripped of everything else, the reason seems to be administrative
inconvenience.

The Minister may say that he has given a better explanation to this Chamber than that, but he
has not. I do not think I am exaggerating in saying that that is the essence of the Minister's
speech. I do not believe lamn trivialising the matter, nor do I think I am being glib. I have
expressed properly the concern of my constituents, and I am concerned that this department is
so resolute - and I saw by the Minister's attitude on that night that nothing would budge him;
all the members in this Chamber would be familiar with that attitude -

Hon Mark Nev ill: Speak for yourself.

Hon PETER FOSS: The Minister's attitude was, "I will not budge on this issue," and that is
what the people of Wooroloo saw that night. They saw that attitude in the department's chief
executive officer as well. It did not matter that the community at Wooroloo was disrupted or
that they were concerned about having sex offenders in their midst; it did not matter that there
were only five or six and they could have gone to another prison; the Minister was going to
put them there and the community was going to rake them. The Minister tried to make the
excuse of closing down the prison, but I do not believe that was the reason at all.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Mr Berinson may have convinced himself about the desirability of
transferring sex offenders to Wooroloo, but I assure himn that IHon Peter Foss is correct when
he says that the community at Wooroloo will be far from convinced by the argument
Mr Berinson has put forward tonight, just as they were not convinced by the speech he made
to the public meeting which took place about nine months ago.

Hon Mark Nevill: What community wants any prisoners?
Hon GEORGE CASK: The people at Wooroloo are prepared to accept that they have a
prison within their community. They understood that there was an agreement that sex
offenders would not be transferred to that prison, and when it was found that the Government
intended to break what was recognised as a very longstanding agreement they were quite
properly concerned. All the words in the world in this place will not change the very proper
views of the people of Wooroloo. It is quite right that Hon Peter Foss and Hon Derrick.
Tomlinson, who represent that area, should express the views of the people of that
commuunity.

I do nrot want it ever said that I used the term, "I told you so," but I think the Minister would
recognise that some years ago I did encourage the Government to look at the proposition of
home detention, which has worked in other States in Australia. I hope that he will continue
to make progress towards a greater use of home detention in Western Australia. There is no
question that it works, and it is a very economic way of maintaining a prison population.

Hon J.M. Berinson: I think we are getting quite close to being able to make a decision on
that.

Hon GEORGE CASH: Another matter I want to raise might be ruled out of order because it
concerns the Capital Works Program, and I guess it should be raised when we debate that, but
for the sake of the convenience of this Committee and in an attempt to save some time, may I
ask the Minister what plans he has for the building of new prisons in Western Australia, and
whether it is true that the Department of Corrective Services or other Government
departments are looking for land in the northern suburbs for the construction of a new prison.
I am cognisant of the fact that the Minister was recently quoted as saying that there would be
a need for two more prisons in Western Australia prior to the year 2000.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: We have to look to the future requirements of prisons in Western
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Australia. By the time Casuarina is opened, it will be very close to capacity, and we have to
plan beyond chat. There is no doubt we will need a further metropolitan prison, and the
department is developing projections which indicate that we will almost certainly require an
additional prison in the metropolitan area or close to the metropolitan area. F amt nor aware
whether the department has looked at particular sites, but if it has it would have been in a
preliminary way - just scouting the possibilities. No proposals have been put to me and I
think that any interest by the Department of Corrective Services would be of a most
preliminary nature just to see what the prospects are in a general sort of way. My own view
is, given the last experience when we selected the Casuarina site -

Hon George Cash: We both attended the same meeting down there - with 2 000 other people.
H4on J.M. l3ERJNSON: It was a memorable occasion. I remember quite well1 the anguish that
was expressed about the disastrous effect the prison would have on local land prices, and the
next thing that happened was that there were demands for land across the road from the
prison site which, I am told, is selling at premium prices. The experience with Casuarina
would certainly encourage me to look to the earliest possible announcement of intentions
once they were firmed up. It was quite a bad experience at that time to have practically
everybody north, south or east of the metropolitan area expecting a prison in their location
and arguing against it. My own view would be that, as and when we reached any decisions
on it. there should be early discussion of it.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I agree with the Minister's comments. If a new location is to be
decided upon, the sooner it is shown as "special purpose" or "special institution" the better,
even if construction is proposed some years into the future.

My next question is: Can the Minister identify in this Division any moneys that have been
set aside for the payment of legal costs for prison officers in respect of the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody? I cannot see it in here and I remind the
Minister that last year, as I recall, it was found under the acts of grace payment. f would be
very interested if the Minister could indicate just how much the Government intends to set
aside for legal costs for the prison officers and their union.

While that information is being sought, I might say that in recent weeks [ had the opportunity
to attend the Royal Commission into separate Aboriginal deaths in custody on a number of
occasions and I was surprised to see the number of legal representatives in attendance and the
lack of representatives from the Aboriginal community. At one stage two representatives
from the Prison Officers Union and I were the only people in the public gallery, while there
were seven or nine banisters in attendance. I was told on one particular day that the Royal
Commission was costing in the order of $5 000 a day for one case that was being heard and
in the order of $9 000 to $1 1 000 a day for the other case.
I have said before that I think the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody has
run off the rails totally;, that we now are seeing a situation where taxpayers' money is being
ripped off unnecessarily. The sooner that Royal Commission teaches a conclusion the better,
not just for the taxpayers but for the prison officers and the police officers and other persons
who seem to spend most of their time defending what they did in the exercise of their duty.
Hon I.M. BERINSON: Neither the vote for the Police Department nor that for the
Department of Corrective Services includes provision for this purpose.

Hon George Cash: Is it included in the acts of grace?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Yes, I believe they are all treated as ex gratia payments and therefore
come under Miscellaneous Services.

As to Division 25: Miscellaneous Services -

The CHAIRMVALN: Now we will return to Division 25, Miscellaneous Services.

Hon J.M. I3ERINSON: No, Mr Chairman, my intention was that we deal with that after all
other Divisions.

The CH-AIRMvAN: My advice is that you cannot do that. The Clerk has indicated to me that
the Committee must deal with the votes in turn, it cannot postpone a vote in the Budget but
must adopt it completely before moving on to the next Division.
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Hon 3.M. BERINSON: Given that on my understanding there is agreement on all sides that it
would be preferable to leave that item for consolidated discussion at a later stage, could I ask
you, Mr Chairman, to consider whether there is a possibility of postponing the vote on the
whole Division, or alternatively suspending Standing Orders? I believe the Committee would
be prepared to adopt any acceptable measure to achieve the effect.
The CHAIRMAN: I am aware of the question about whether we put the vote that stands as
part of the Schedule, but the Clerk has informed me that the Committee cannot postpone it.
We must have the part of the Schedule passed by the Commnittee before we proceed with the
next one, whether it is by leave or otherwise. The Clerk advises me that is the way in which
it must be done.

On motion by Hon i.M. Berinson (Minister for Budget Management), resolved -

That the vote for Attorney General and related portfolios be deferred until after
consideration of the vote on the Minister for Health's Estimates.

Minister for Local G overnment. Lands, The Family, The Aged -

Division 31: Land Administration -

Hon J.N. CALDWELL: Various constituents of mine have complained of the time taken to
map and survey land, especially in the metropolitan area. I have written to the Minister for
Lands in an attempt to speed up these procedures. The case about which I wrote to the
Minister concerned a piece of land near Fremantle on which a company hoped to build a
wool store. Of course, we all know how terribly important wool stores are at the moment - I
do not think there is one in Australia that is not chock full of wool. It is a great pity we have
to look around for others to do this very hurriedly. That company has been frustrated by
having to go to various departments and to the Department of Land Administration to try to
hurry up the transfer of that land so it can start building its store in readiness for the next
season's wool. When one looks at Division 31 and at the staffing levels one sees that some
stagnation has occurred. I believe the Government hopes to speed up the upgrading of the
mapping and surveys section but it does not look as though this is happening when one looks
at the Estimates.
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: Comments were made about the lack of an increase in the
allocation for this Division, but in fact in some areas there has been a decrease because of
sizeable expenditures previously. That was mainly to do with motor vehicles and information
technology. As Hon John Caldwell indicated, the Department of Land Administration is
increasing its capacity to carry out its responsibilities. There has been significant investment
in both the technology within the department and its officers, but also, as I explained to the
Chamber recently, with the acquisition of a new aircraft, which will speed up all the
surveying across the State. I do not get a lot of complaints about delays of the nature to
which the member referred. However if members have concerns, they should raise them with
me and we will see what the problem is.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: I have a question along similar lines. The grand total for this
Division is reduced from $42 million to something like $39 million, but there is a significant
reduction in the total central administration amount from nearly $8 million to about
$5 million. Normally that is something the Opposition would not be too concemned about, but
I would welcome an explanation about the key areas of reduction.
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I am happy to give that explanation because it is a good story. As
I indicated, huge expenditure has occurred in relation to the whole question of lifting the
capability of the Department of Land Administration in regard to technology; that huge
expenditure was needed. Western Australia will have a very impressive capacity in the
Department of Land Administration when that process is in place, but it has needed staged
expenditure. The reason the member is picking up a decrease is because of previous
spending levels. Again this year there will be a large item for building on the computer
upgrade program. It is a bit difficult to understand, but in some ways the member is seeing a
decrease in this year's figures. The additional money is in the budget of the Department of
Computing and Information Technology. That department is really carrying on a lot of the
work, expenditure and assessment in relation to what the Government is trying to do in
regard to upgrading its technological capability.

Division 32: Zoological Gardens Board -
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Hon MARGARET McALEER: The Capital Works Program, which involves a large sum of
money, appears as an item under this Division. Why is the Capital Works Program funding
shown in this Appropriation Bill? I would be interested to know what it is to be used for.
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I am glad the honourable member has raised this question. The
Zoological Gardens Board is another good news story. Members who have not been to the
Zoo recently would do themselves a great treat if they were to do so. In the next 12 months a
lot of wonderful exhibits will occur, with the development, for example, of the African
avanna, for which elephants and other interesting animals will be imported. However I am
advised that it is the nature of the agency that this expenditure is shown in this Division; it is
also shown in the Capital Works and General Loan Fund document, where it is actually
itemised on page 43. If members refer to that document, they will see the itemised listing of
improvements under the capital works area. I refer all members to that document because
what is happening at the Zoo is a great credit to us all; it is something I am happy to preside
over.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: Could the Minister explain what seems to be an inconsistency under
this Division? Under private borrowings there is a decrease from roughly $2.5 million to
$1.7 million, and yet loan servicing costs have increased from about $500 000 to nearly
$1 million.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I am pleased to advise the member that this is the effect of
accumulated borrowings over the years. Does that answer the honourable member's
question?

Hon Banry House: Not really.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: This may be clearer to the honourable member: A full year's cost
of interest is shown in these figures in addition to the part year cost of borrowing. If it is
something the honourable member wishes me to go into, I am happy to do so later. It is
difficult to tease this issue out in these circumstances, but that is the answer.

Hon N.F. MOORE: I notice that under Contingencies a figure of $40 000 is provided for the
restaurant. Does that mean that the Zoo restaurant is running at a loss of $40 000? Who runs
the restaurant? Is it the board or a private concern?
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I am advised that the restaurant is run by the board, although I
would not mind taking a rain check on that in order to check it our for the member tomroww.
However, there are additional expenses involved in running the restaurant. A major upgrade
of the restaurant is planned when the area in which it is located is updated. That area is now
pretty unattractive and is not running as well as it could do. I think we will then see a much
better result.

Hon N.E. Moore: I suggest you look at privatising it.

Hon KAY H-ALLAI-AN: I will take any suggestions on board tonight.

Hon MARGARET McALEER: Not a lot of money is involved but I note that the costs
involved with train attendants has increased. Presumably that figure indicates an increase in
the number of attendants from one to four. However, further down under Contingencies,
Services and Programs, the allocation has declined. Can the Minister explain?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: The train at the Zoo has just been reinstated. We are hoping that
the system will be self funding enough to cover the FTE to run it and that that situation will
be realised fairly quickly. Again, I say that members must go to the Zoo and rake a ride on
the train; members should experience these things.

The Services and Programs allocation relates to expenditure on accounting fees, and
development and promotional work. Members may have noticed that the Zoo has received a
lot of coverage in the media recently; the Zoo has taken on a promotions officer who is doing
an excellent job. Expenditure has increased from $6.6 million to $8.5 million overall so we
should not be concerned about the reduction in some items. Enormous activity is going on at
the Zoo.
Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: I refer to a recent Cabinet decision to vest 18 hectares of the
Quo Vadis reserve in the Zoological Gardens Board. My understanding is that the board
intends to use that land initially as an agistment centre for some of the range animals and as a
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storage area. In the medium term the hope is to open it up as a public attraction for the
display of range animals; in the indefinite long term it will become a range land zoo. Given
that the decision was made within the las month and given the costs which will be associated
with the establishment of the agistment centre on the reserve, is it anticipated that costs will
be imposed on this year's Budget?
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: There may be minimal costs in this year's Budget but most costs
will occur in the future. The area will also be used for the breeding of endangered species.
The block at South Perth is valuable and we will be able to shift off some storage and feed-
type activities and introduce a breeding program fr those species. It is an important
development for the Zoo and the future could be very exciting: as the member says, these
plans are for the indefinite long term.
Hon BARRY HOUSE: The allocation to Services and Programs has been reduced by about
one third. Does that include a reduction in the very valuable educational programs at the
Zoo?
Hon KAY H-ALLAI-4AN: With the opening of the education centre, more activity has
occurred niot less. The figures that Hon Margaret McAleer referred to relate to promotional
activities, publicity, and accounting fees. The reduction occurs in that area, not in
educational activities.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: I am pleased to hear that. Referring to the Capital Works Program,
could the Minister give a quick thumbnail sketch of any major new projects covered this
financial year?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: African Savannah stage I will be very impressive when it is up
and running around the middle of next year, at a final cost of $3.2 mil-lion. The animal
discovery centre is under construction and due for completion in early 1990. The children's
zoo has been constructed and presented in art old Farmhouse style, and should come on
stream early in the new year. The micro world and the dingo exhibit design should be
completed in early 1990.
1 am genuine when I say chat members should go with their families to the Zoo. It is an eye
opener and very gratifying to see the way knowledgable people are leading the development
of that place, with great support from the Government and the Minister.
Hon P.G. Pendal: And the local members.

Division 33: Keep Australia Beautiful Council -

Hon BARtRY HOUSE: Under Contingencies. Recycling, an amount of $ 10 000 has been
allocated. That seems a paltry amount to allocate to such an important area. Can the
Minister explain why the amount is so low?
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: This must be a particular allocation, because staff are actually
working on recycling projects. The amount of $10 000 is not a true reflection of what the
KABC is doing in the recycling area because other contributions have been made by industry
members of the council. The size of the allocation does not reflect the amount of energy,
time and investment that the council is putting into recycling; it is very active in this area as a
means of cutting down litter - which really is the council's mandate.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: The allocation for special projects has decreased from about
$218 000 to $ 165 000. Carn the Minister explain the decrease? Do the special projects
include things like Bunyip Bob?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I do not have that information but I will be happy to supply it to
the member. The Bunyip Bob campaign was to cost $100 000 but it will now cost $150 000.
The KA.BC has been very resourceful in attracting the support of industry, and in moving its
project money around to meet priorities. The priority this summer is our waterways. I will
advise the member regarding the reduction in the allocation amount. I am sure I can find a
satisfactory explanation.

Hon Barry House: Bunyip Bob comes out of that allocation. Not much is much left.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I do not think that funds for Bunyip Bob will come from that
allocation, but the campaign is a major one.
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Hon P.G. PENDAL: A few moments ago I was fascinated with the reading material of Hon
Carry Kelly and [ was going to commend him for at least caking the time to learn of some of
the huge misdemearnours of his Government.

Hon Kay Hallahan: What was it?

Hon P.G. PENDAL: It was "The Big Con". The Minister's copy is in the mail.

Hon Kay Haflahan: Are you being nasty?

Division 34: Office of the Family -

Hon P.O. PENDAL: This leads me to Division 34, the Office of the Family. 1 am interested
to know why a huge tapering off in the Government's commitment to the Family Foundation
has taken place. Members will recall that the Family Foundation was announced by the
Government with huge fanfare about 15 months ago. It was aimed primarily - 1 do not blame
the Government for this - to head off some of the work the Opposition was doing in the
promotion of family policies.

Hon Kay Hallahan: That is pathetic!

Hon P.O. PENDAL: However, the Government had access to that which the Opposition
never does - funds.

Hon Kay Hallahan: And ideas and intellectual capacity.

Hon P.C. PENDAL: The Government had access to unlimited amounts of money because
the trust fund was kicked off in Parliament in 1.988 and was to be drawn from the profits of
either the State Government Insurance Commission or -

Hon Kay Hallahan: Right first time.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: Good; I was going to add Western Australian Development
Corporation - a similarly discredited outfit. The only regrettable aspect is that the allocation
to the trmst fund has been reduced from $11 million to $6 million. If anyone ever wanted an
example of the effect of this Government's pursuing all of its shonky business deals, it is this
item. The Government has misfired on this, and perhaps the document Mr Kelly was reading
should be rewritten to take this issue into consideration. It is a little difficult to understand
why there should be such a reduction overall in the resources provided to the Office of the
Family. In round tenns that drops from $12 million last year to 3? million this year. That is
my first objection, and clearly it indicates that this is not an election year, or the Government
did not see it that way.

Secondly, under the item Other Services, and particularly the Holiday Activities item,!I notice
that last year just over a third of a million dollars was allocated. What are those holiday
activities, in view of the services we know are operated by the Department for Community
Services, and given that the charter of the Office of the Family was to avoid duplication of
other Government services - at least in the Opposition's view - and to get away from the
welfare mentality attached to family policy? However, this in no way puts down the need for
a strong welfare program in the Department for Community Services.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: Hon Phil Pendal falls for the two card trick because moneys from
that foundation were carried over to be spent later. Therefore, this year the fund was topped
up to $12 million; it is not a decrease in the funding, it is maintaining the fund at a level
necessary for things such as the comnmitment to scouts and guides for three years' funding,
and also the capital allocated to the family centres and a whole range of things which was not
expended in the previous financial year. As Hon Phil Pendal has indicated, the Government
has an absolute comnmitment to the Family Foundation of $12 million for this year. This is a
carryover fund, and although the member sees it as a reduction that is not the case.

The member was correct in saying that the Office of the Family is responsible for families
right across the State and does not have duties directed at those who are most in the welfare
focus. The Holiday Activities item complements what the Department for Community
Services does with its funding for holiday activities. This funding predominantly goes to the
Sumfun program, which assists family groups because holiday times can be trying for
families and children.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: The Minister will recall that I raised in the Parliament a couple of
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weeks ago a concern of a group in my electorate that its level of funding for holiday activities
was to be reduced. Last year the funding was directed through the Department for
Community Services and this year the instruction was that it will come through the Minister
for The Family. An allocation for Holiday Activities does not appear in the Budget papers
this year. Will the Minister explain why my worst fear, that there will be no funding, is not
correct?
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: Funding will go through the Minister for The Family this year.
We have constructed a new bureaucracy with the Office of the Family and it has taken some
time to shake it down and to liaise with other departments to avoid the duplication referred to
by Hon Phil Pendal. The funding will be directed by the Family Foundation through the
Office of the Family. It is expected that the groups conducting holiday activities will charge
fees and will only need to be partly funded. Assessments are made of which groups need the
funding to carry our the level of activities they did in the past. I am assured that the group
mentioned by the member has the resources to carry out the same level of activities it carried
out last year.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: Holiday Activities does not have an allocation this year. I may have
misheard the Minister, but is she saying that this allocation is being redirected from the
Department for Community Services into the Family Foundation?

Hon Kay Hallahan: Yes.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: Therefore, the line item disappears and the figure moves up one line.
The Minister referred to the setting up of a new bureaucracy in the Office of the Family, so
why is it necessary to begin the creation of a new bureaucracy which will be entering the
welfare field? The Opposition did not criticise the Government's action, a year or two ago,
when it created an Off ice of the Family. It seemed to underscore not only the importance of
the family but also the importance of keeping it separate from the Department of Community
Services. The Opposition's policies announced last year and its commitment to the creation
of a family affairs comrmission - I am not now responsible for this area - were intended to
allow positive developments in family policy under the family affairs commission, as distinct
from being some sort of parallel competitor with the Department for Community Services. If
the Family Foundation were doling out that sont of money, it may be the thin end of the
wedge for the Office of the Family. In a couple of years, with the growth of the bureaucracy
the Minister talked about, she will inevitably find the Government has set up another welfare
agency.

Hion KAY H-ALLAHAN: The programs that were administered under the Department for
Community Services were for areas with many social and economic needs. Funds were
being distributed widely under the Family Foundation. The establishment of the foundation
acknowledged that not only families with particular needs find holiday time difficult but also
all families want to be able to send their children to places with very well conducted activities
for an odd day or two or for a whole program. That has nor been available previously in
Western Australia. It is not a welfare measure; it is a family support measure for families
across the State. I take on board the member's concern; it is something that the Government
has thought through very carefully. It will continue to be vigilant about not mixing
responsibility for the programs thus avoiding having two bureaucracies doing similar things.
it has not been difficult to keep them separate and with continued vigilance I do not expect to
make the mistakes about which the member is concerned.

Division 35: Bureaul for the Aged -

Hon P.O. PENDAL: 1 have a point, which is like a recurring dream. A matter I referred to
earlier related to an Opposition Bill that is currently before the House called the General
Elections (Prohibition of Government Advertising) Bill. The recurring dream to which I
have referred bobs uip under Care and Respect for Seniors for which $285 000) has been
allocated this year. During the election campaign the Opposition did its best to embarrass the
Goverrnent about certain programs that were fully in view in Bunbury and in ocher places
whereby the Labor Party's own internal advertising, in seeking the "Grey" vote, was rather
masterfully mixed up with the Government's allocation of funds through the Bureau of the
Aged. I have no doubt that research was being conducted by the Government and used to
prop up Labor Party advertising programs. I have also drawn attention to the misuse of funds
that occurred when the Care and Respect for Seniors was used as a carchphrase one day by
the Labor Government. La and behold, the next day it was being used by the Labor Party. It
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was funded in the first instance by the Labor Government which spent taxpayers' funds
researching the right buzz words to use when addressing seniors. Anyone who is in
marketing would know that, as would Mr Pianradosi and others.
Hon Kay Hallahan: You do some of us a great deal of injustice, Mr Pendal.
Hon P.G. PENDAL: When the Labor Government saw the huge potential in that program
and as the election neared, it used the program as a Government sponsored program and the
Labor Parry took it over word for word.

Hon Peter Foss interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is a member on his feet.
Hon P.O. PENDAL: During the year I attempted to find out where the interests of the
Government stopped and where the interests of the Labor Party commenced. The
Government was embarrassed because at one stage in Hon Barry House's electorate, if I
remember correctly, we were able to force the Government into withdrawing some of the
radio cassettes that had been prepared. We subsequently made them a subject of questions in
the Legislative Council which led me to introduce the General Elections (Prohibition of
Advertising) Bill which has so far languished on the Notice Paper for two separate sessions
this year.
This is a recurring issue and is no laughing matter. It has at its heart a very important
principle which attracted the attention of the Fitzgerald inquiry in Queensland as a form of
corruption that creeps into the whole of the body politic. Fitzgerald identified that that sort of
improper use by Governments of promotional aids and activities should be left to the political
panties to fund. I have never experienced a more disgraceful example of a
Government-funded public relations program being converted to be used by a political party.
I am now disturbed to see that it is reverting to the Government. That is a spectre I did not
think we would have to experience. Bear in mind that it started with the Government. It was
transferred lock, stock and barrel to the Labor Party and, lo and behold, in this year's State
Budget, under Care and Respect for Seniors, those exact same buzz words are now under
Government property again. During the second reading debate in April this year I asked
where the line is drawn and asked questions about whether the Labor Party machine would be
refunding the Government and the taxpayers for some of the money that was so seriously
abused.
Hon Peter Foss iterjected.
Hon P.O. PENDAL: The Opposition did not get an answer. I am disturbed to find that the
program has been re-invented and has bobbed up again, but this time with the Government
and taxpayers chipping in a quarter of a million dollars to keep that program alive.
Hon NPF. MOORE: [ agree with Hon Phillip Pendal, but I want to draw attention to another
matter. In 1988-89, the amount of money voted for the Care and Respect for Seniors
program was $1L20 000 and the amount expended was $267 500 - double the amount. Even
though the Labor Party took control of it, the Government continued to spend money; twice
as much as it budgeted for. The grand total budgeted for the Bureau for the Aged was
$612 000 and yet over $1 million was spent. Can the Minister explain why so much money
was spent in this area?
Hon P.G. Pendal: And in that particular year.
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: The questioners are on the wrong track. The Government has had
in place an open line for the aged for some time. The research that Hon N.F. Moore is
talidng about is a mystery to me. I was involved in the whole of the language, care and
respect program so that, when those opposite talk about research, it is a bit of a myth. The
Government has been very active in policy development with The Aged portfolio. People are
coming to this State from other States to copy Western Australia and the Opposition does not
appear to be aware of this.
Hon P.O. Pendal: We are not objecting to it.
Hon KAY HALLAHAN: After being involved so actively in the community, one does
become aware of what are the needs. Expenditure has ballooned in some of these areas and it
is difficult to control when the Government is developing new policies and responding to the
needs of the aged. That is what the allocation on particular items is about this year.
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Hon N.F. Moore. Just before the election.

Hon KAY H-ALLAHAN: That is not right. The Care and Respect for Seniors program is a
State Government program. It brings together all the things that Government is doing for the
elderly under one banner. I was appalled by the attitude of the Opposition. One thing people
need is access to information and that is what the campaign provided. The spin-off from that
has been absolutely astonishing in terms of people having access to information.

Hon Peter Foss interjected.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: The Care and Respect for Seniors program is a Government
program and has always been a Government program. It has not popped back, as Hon Phillip
Pendal has said. The Government has been working on it all year.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: I agree with the Minister's view of the importance of access to
information for the aged. The amount budgeted for the Aged Information and Referral
Services last year totalled $36 000. It is a very important service provided by the Bureau for
the Aged. However, the amount expended was only $26 000. It seems that this section of the
Budget which is of vital importance has been sacrificed for the glossy brochures and the
policy promotion in an election year.

Hon PETER FOSS: I would like to clarify some of the matters that were raised by
Hon Phillip Pendal regarding the advertising program. An advertising program commnenced
by the Bureau for the Aged was blatantly over the dividing line between the legitimate giving
of information and Government propaganda. An interesting thing about the Care and
Respect for Seniors program was that it gave a series of telephone numbers for the aged to
ring. However, when one rang those numbers one was told to ring somebody else.

Hon Kay Hallahan: It was about plugging people into the agencies.

Hon PETER FOSS: The Government was not doing anything at all. It was simply carrying
out an expensive advertising campaign just before the election - in fact, while the election
campaign was still running. It got together a list of telephone numbers one could ring. ALl
the aged people who rang up for care and respect got was a message to ring somebody else.
So much for care and respect for the aged! It was ant expensive advertising gim-mick.
Anybody who knows anything about preparing advertising would know how expensive it
was. There were big glossy photographs, a lovely layout and things of that nature. 'The
Opposition objected because it was nothing more than an advertising gimmick. I give the
Government credit because it at least had the good grace to admit that it was on the nose.
Perhaps it was not good grace because it realised the people of Western Australia knew it was
on the nose and was simply a blatant piece of propaganda. The Government said, "We will
be good people;, we will cease this advertising program." Within days identical advertising
literature and photographs were put out and instead of being endorsed by the Bureau for the
Aged it was endorsed by the Australian Labor Party.

Hon P.G. Pendal: That would be coincidental.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon PETER FOSS: It was a good idea. Credit for the work done was grabbed by the Labor
Party. The Bureau for the Aged did not threaten to sue for breach of copyright. I do not
know whether the Opposition ever got an explanation. The Minister has explained how the
Labor Party happened to get the photographed material it used in advertising. No
explanations were forthcoming about whether it was charged for the advertising or whether it
was charged for the time af the officers who devised the program and who had done the
research. These sorts of things do not pop out of thin air for the cost of putting them in the
newspaper. Often the expense of putting advertisements in the newspaper is only a minor
part of the campaign. What is highly objectionable is that it was a good idea, although it was
not so good when aged people rang and found that they had to refer to other agencies. The
Labor Party probably hoped that people would not ring up. All it wanted was to get the
impression across that the Government was actually doing something for the aged.

Some clever person worked out that it was a good way of promoting the Labor Government
as a Govemnment that looked after the aged. It was a good theme for an election. All of the
work had been done and the advertising campaign was launched. When the Opposition
objected. the Government thought it was a good way out by passing it to the Labor Party. It
did not lose anything because the advertisements did not look as independent as they did
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before and nothing was lost. It had to pay for the advertisements, but Alan Bond would help
by giving it a good deal because they were Western Australians.

It was business as usual for the Labor Party. Hon Phillip Pendal asked whether any charge
was made by the Minister's department for handing over the advertisements. I assume it was
handed over, although it may have been stolen. Perhaps an action is about to be commenced
by the Minister against the Labor Party for breaching Crown copyright. It was either given
by the department or the Goveffrment unlawfully appropriated it for its own use. No doubt
the department would try to recoup some of its costs from the Labor Party. I did not notice if
that were so in the Minister's answer to Hon Phillip Pendal's question.

Hon P.C. Pendal: I hardly noticed it myself.

Hon PETER FOSS: I thought that the amount of money would have been significant. L hope
that the Government has been scrupulous in putting the books right after being caught
behaving in this dreadful way before the election.

Hon P.C. PENDAL: The seriousness of this item has been pointed out by Hon Barry House
and Hon Peter Foss. I suppose in the scheme of things $500 000 in two years is not a large
amount when we are dealing with a Budget of this size. It is often the case that items
involving expenditure of $1 million are passed over and a couple of days are allocated to
debating the petty cash. The principle involved in this matter is important.

I ask the Minister to provide a detailed breakdown on where $267 500 was spent last
financial year. Unless that information is provided I may have to move a motion to the effect
that all costs, warrants and vouchers pertaining to this item be tabled.

I ask the Minister what the allocation of $285 000 will be spent on this financial year. The
point raised by Hon Norman Moore is very important and I must say it had not occurred to
me before; that is, the Care and Respect for Seniors program was given a vote of $120 000 in.
last year's Budget. That would have been about the time that the Government's scheme was
about to take off. However, the Labor Party thought it could put the scheme to better use and
the details of it were sent to Stephen Smith at the Labor Party headquarters for him to extract
any value from it. If we follow through the point made by Hon Norman Moore, an allocation
of $120 000 was made but somewhere along the way double chat amount was actually
expended. Having seen the effect of the expenditure the Government thought it was on to a
good thing and decided to allocate a similar amount this financial year. taking into account
inflation.
I repeat that the Liberal Party is not concerned about the amount of money involved; it is
concerned about the fundamental principle. [ pointed out earlier that Mr Fitzgerald gave a lot
of attention to something similar to this when he spoke about general ethics adopted by
Governments which have access to the public purse and can turn, things around to their
benefit.

I know the details must be available and the Liberal Pasty wants a detailed breakdown of how
the money was spent. I ask the Minister whether the amount shown represents the full
amount spent. I suspect that it does not. The more I think about it the program was an
extensive one and I rather suspect that other costs were involved. It brings me to the
comments made by Hon Bill Stretch; that is, with regard to the contingencies mentioned
earlier in today's debate, this may explain where some of this funding was applied. I am
referring to the market research that was undertaken, the advertising agency which would
have been briefed and the promotional people who would have been briefed. This would
have been done in the name of the Government of Western Australia by using the words
care and respect for seniors" and, at the crucial time when it was seen to be important

because the grey vote was looming in the election, all of a sudden the Government stopped its
program and the Labor Party's program started and it used the same words.

Hon T.G. Butler: God almnighty!

Hon P.G. PENDAL: The member must have been a part of it as President of the ALP.

Hon T.G. Butler You have the most vivid imagination of anyone I know-

I-on P.G. PENDAL: From looking at the details I cannot believe it was a coincidence.

Hon T.G. Butler: You cannot believe anything.
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Hon P.G. PENDAL: I certainly cannot believe anything that comes from Hon Tom Butler or
his colleagues.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon P.G. PENDAL: The Opposition is requesting that the appropriate papers be tabled in
order that it can ascertain how the breakdown occurred. It would also like explained where in
the Government's accounts, possibly hidden under public relations, promotions or the
Government's media office, we will finid those extra amounts.

I will put the Minister's mind to rest on another point: She told the Chamber, by way of
interjection, that the people liked chose programs. I recall being in Bunbury at the invitation
of Hon Barry House at a crucial part of the election campaign. Advertisements had been
appearing in the local Press and on the local radio station about the Care and Respect for
Seniors program. I was interested in the advertisements because I was then the shadow
Minister for The Aged. Mr House's office was contacted by an elderly lady who lived at
Carey Park because she found the whole thing to be very fishy indeed. She discovered the
care and respect program was nothing more than an extension of the Government's
propaganda machine because when people were invited to telephone a certain number to find
out about the benefits available to senior citizens they were actually asked to ring another
number which turned out to be the number of the South West Development Authority. The
problem was that no-one had told the authority anything about this program. It was
inundated with telephone calls from the elderly people in the region wanting to find out about
the goodies. In the end there were no goodies, they were the garden variety -

Hon Kay Hallahan: Come on, it is a very good service and a lot of people do not know about
it.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: The Government was found out and the radio station -

Hon Kay Hallahan: Here we go - the friend of the Liberal Party, Mr McEwan -

Hon P.G. PENDAL: Yes, it was and he is a very professional person. I went on his radio
program and I repeated to Colin McEwan on air what this lady had told me. She said that she
had found out what the Government was about and that it had been caught with its hands in
the cookie jar. It was on air that Colin McEwan asked whether the lady's allegation was
correct. He said he would check it out with the advertising department and he asked it to
send down a copy of the cassette containing the advertisement which had been paid for by the
Government because he wanted to play it to assess whether the claim was correct. The
technician came back and said that the Premier's department had ordered the withdrawal of
the advertising for the program. This great propaganda scheme to lift the vote of the Labor
Party in the south west - the Minister knows that is true because she is grinning from ear to
ear -

Hon Kay Hallahan: You do tell some fancy stories.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: It did work for a while, but the Government was caught out. It brings
me back to the point I am trying to make: What a very dangerous thing it is when a
Government allows its hands to get caught in the till of a political party or vice versa. It was
very hard to unscramble the egg after that. I reiterate that the Liberal Party requests that the
appropriate documents relating to the expenditure for this program and any projections for
next year be tabled.

Hon N.F. MOORE: While the Minister is looking for those figures she should refer also to
the item dealing with Corporate Services. The vote for the 1988-89 financial year was
$121 000 and the actual expenditure was $273 000. This is another situation where the
expenditure actually more than doubled the amount originally allocated. The allocation for
this item this financial year is $151 000. Obviously the amount of money spent last year is
not required this year. While the Minister is obtaining information on the Care and Respect
for Seniors item, will she also check on the Corporate Services figures, which are almost
identical?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I regret that I do not have the figures which make up the amount of
$267 000, but I will be happy to table them in due course, The $285 000 will be allocated as
follows, and this is similar to the break-up of the $267 000: $25 000 for a home and equity
conversion study; $50 000 for a personal alarm pilot project; $50 000 for the seniors'
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initiative fund; $20 000 on the bringing generations together program; and $140 000 for the
Seniors' Card. That will give some idea of the way the $267 000 was expended, but I will
table the figures on another day.
Hon N.F. Moore: Will you table information on what the Government had intended to spend
in the $120 000 and what was actually spent in the $267 000, so that a comparison can be
made.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: Yes, that is no problem.
Hon N.F. Moore: And on Corporate Services.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: Yes, I agree there is a big difference there, and I am happy to do
that.
Hon PETER FOSS: I am disappointed that the Minister did not answer my query about the
identical advertising copy used by the Labor Parry and the Government, and whether it
occurred as a result of the Government's giving the advertising copy to the Labor Party, or as
a result of the Labor Party copying the Government's copy. In either event, has the
Government been compensated for the fact that the Labor Parry used that copy?

Hon KAY HALLAI-AN: I am not aware of the Labor Party's using material in the way
members are suggesting.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: I accept that the Minister has no knowledge of this. However, one must
be somewhat surprised given that the Minister was in charge of the portfolio at the rime. The
Minister may recall that when I introduced the Bill in Parliament this year I produced tht, full
page advertisement which illustrates the point that I and Hon Peter Foss have been attempting
to make. I produced both the Labor Party advertisements which carried the theme of care and
respect for seniors and the Labor Government's advertisements for care and respect for
seniors. The themes were identical and that is a disgraceful situation.

Hon TOG. Butler: What is disgraceful about it?

Hon P.O. PENDAL: It is corrupt.

Hon TOG. Butler: Everything is corrupt in your tiny little mind.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask Hon Phillip Pendal to address his remarks to me and not to
invite members to comment, because he has the call.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: The Opposition is attempting to get to the bottom of that matter. It
occurred in December of last year or January of this year prior to the election and we could
do nothing about it at the time. We tried to do something by way of a private member's Bill
in Parliament and were unsuccessful. I am surprised the Minister denies knowledge of it,
given that the Opposition produced those things in the Parliament at the time when the
remarkable coincidence occurred and the Labor Party was allowed to pick up on a
Governmnent program and use the same words. I am not aware of whether the matter of
copyright was dealt with at the time.

Hon N.E. Moore has pointed out that the Opposition wants to know, firstly, what the
Government had in mind for the $ 120 000. Secondly, what was the $267 000 spent on?
Thirdly, and underpinning all that, we ask the Minister what other Government spending
might have come from other sources to consolidate that care and respect program. In other
words, did the Premier's Department put aside money, or the Government Media Office
allocate money to back up this relatively small amount of money? It is necessary to know
that if we are to discover what is behind it all.

Vote put and passed.

Minister for Housing, and Planning'-

Division 36: Government Employees' Housing Authority -

Hon MARGARET McALEER: I take an interest in GEHA housing because wherever I go in
agricultural regions departmental people living in modem GERA housing are very pleased
with it, but there are also departmental people who cannot obtain GEHA accommodation or
who live in antiquated houses. When those in antiquated houses are side by side with modern
houses this is always a cause for grief. I note that income for 1989-90 is estimated to
increase by $5 million on last year's figure. Does that reflect an increase in GERA housing
or simply an increase in the charges made to people who inhabit it?
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Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I am pleased to advise the honourable member that the increase
mainly reflects additional income from properties transferred from the Department of
Conservation and Land Management. There are also recoups from the Water Authority. Pan
of that amount is also explained by rent increases and completions, but the value is equally
offset by the transfer of CALM houses and the recoup from WAWA.

Hon Margaret McAleer: I amr disappointed.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: I[would like to mention one matter I have raised with the Minister for
Housing, to which I have not yet received a reply. I refer to some recent rental increases
which have affected veterans very badly. It came to my notice in several areas of my rather
large electorate that the higher rents for Homeswest accommodation followed inmmnediately
after a small increase in service pensions and disability allowances. In some cases veterans
were financially worse off than before. For example. prior to November one married couple
received a service pension of $215.40 per week. They receive a disability pension of $27.63
a week and their rental is $33.50 a week. In November the service pension increased by
$7.30 to $222.70 a week; the disability pension increased by 93; to $28.56 a week, and the
rental increased by $7.60 to $41. 10 a week. The net result was that their pension increase of
$8.20 was virtually swallowed up by a rental increase of $7.60; so the whole exercise resulted
in a gain of 650 per week.

My second example is a more serious one concerning a single veteran. I will niot read all the
figures. but the net effect was that his service pension was increased by $4.40, his disability
pension was increased by $1.55. and his rent was increased by $[2; so there was a gross
increase in the pension of $5.95 and the veteran was then asked to pay an increase in rent of
$12 a week thereby suffering a net loss of $6.05 a week.

The point is that the increase, particularly in the disability pension, was meant to compensate
for CPI increases but it seems that the rentals were increased far in excess of the CPI
increase. The veterans have been unfairly penalised. I have brought this matter to the
attention of the Minister for Housing. I am disappointed that I have not received a reply.
This. situation should be addressed by the Government. These people usually do not have
independent means of any sort and the small increases that they are entitled to in their
pensions fthough CPI adjustments are being swallowed up by rental increases and in some
cases they are actually worse off.

Hon KAY HALl-Al-AN: I accept that the honourable member is concerned on behalf of the
people in those circumstances and I will ask the Minister concerned to respond to his
correspondence to which I understand he has not received a reply.

Division 39: Western Australian Heritage Committee -

Hon P.G. PENDAL: Last year the Heritage Committee spent a little over $1 million. The
estimated expenditure for this year is $195 000. 1 am not sure what a heritage committee can
do with the princely sum of $195 000. 1 suspect that a large slice of money last year was for
the heritage trails network in Western Australia. If so, I would like that confirmed.

This makes one wonder whether the Government expected seriously to get its heritage
legislation through this year because there is no indication in the Estimates that it was
expecting to have a heritage council up and running. I doubt that that proposal could be run
for the sum of $93 000 which has been put aside for salaries. Has provision been made for
the Heritage Council to come on stream this financial year?

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit -again at a later stage of the sitting, on motion by
Hon J.M. Berinson (Minister for Budget Management).

(Continued on p 6692.]

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE - EXTENDED AFTER 11.00 PMI

On motion by Hon J.M. Berirtson (Leader of the House), resolved -

That the time of this sitting be extended until the completion of consideration in
Committee of part 10 of the Estimates.
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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Committee

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I confirm that the reduction the honourable member referred to
reflects the reduction in funding by the Commnonwealth Government which related to the
heritage trails network which is now fully in place. That involved an amount of $875 000
under the bicentennial program. I am not in a position to answer his other question, but I am
happy to do so by next week.
Hon P.G. PENDAL: I wish to read into the record a brief letter as heritage is on the agenda
as a result of the Goverrnment's action in relation to its Bill and the Opposition's own Bill
relating to this matter. I recently received a letter from the Western Australia Police
Historical Society arising out of action that Mr Parker, as Treasurer, has taken which could
result in the disposal of a Government-owned building that is important to Western Australia
and to the local history of Cottesloc. I do not think anyone is suggesting that it is a building
of Statewide importance. As a result of Mr Parker's action, I saw to it that we put some
pressure on the Government to back off, to ensure that the Asset Management Task Force did
not dispose of this building, because it is an important pant of the local historical scene.
Subsequent to that, the Western Australia Police Historical Society wrote to me in these
terms -

Dear Mr Pendal
The Western Australia Police Historical Society was founded by a number of police
officers in September 1987 and as pant of its objectives undertakes to 'promote the
collection, preservation and classification of source materials and records of all kinds
relating to this state's police history'.
In pursuance of these constitutional aims the Society endorses your recent endeavours
to preserve the old Conesloe police station from the intended sale by government.
At a time when our Society has vigorously, albeit unsuccessfully, campaigned to
acquire premises for storage and ultimately museum purposes the announcement of
this impending sale was received with some disquiet.

This concern was not at the Loss of a facility suitable to our requirements, as the
premises' environs would possibly exclude museum suitability but at the potential
loss of a part of our heritage. As your endeavours are commensurate to our Society's
aims we trust your endeavours to preserve our history from demolition will continue
in the future.
Yours sincerely
Jack Mackaay
Secretary

I mention this now because this is the place to mention matters in respect of heritage. I
mention it also because the Minister in charge of this part of the Appropriation Bill is on the
Asset Management Task Force. I ask the Minister to reconsider seriously, among the myriad
of other things the Government is selling off at a rate of knots, the proposal to sell off this
building. I am not sure that the Western Australia Police Historical Society is right when it
says this building would not be suitable for them as a State headquarters. They make the
reasonable point that in order to have a museum one needs a bit of space around the building
for parking and storage, and I have looked at that building and I believe it may well be an
ideal site because there is some off-street parking in the vicinity. If the proposed heritage Bill
of the Government is to mean anything, it will mean saving buildings of this kind; not to have
them razed to the ground or sold to people, without protection, simply because the
Government is short of a quid. I ask the Minister to see whether this building can be
excluded from sale. I have said often enough in this place that I have no objection to selling
off unwanted pieces of the farm, as it were, but when it touches on assets that should never be
sold, such as heritage assets, it requires some intervention on the part of the Minister.
Vote put and passed.
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Minister for Agriculture, and Waler Resources -

Division 40: Agriculture -

Hon MARGARET McALEER: There has been an increase in Commonwealth/Indlustry
Funded Programs under Staffing Levels, and in item 13. How much is allocated to the
Commonwealth and how much to industry?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Item 13 has been established to consolidate Commonwealth
and industry funded expenditures which are processed through the Consolidated Revenue
Fund. Expenditure is offset by revenue as charges are raised against the trust fund.
Hon MARGARET McALEER: What is the difference between item 8, Extension and
Regional Operations, and item 10. Extension Services, in respect of the vote? I understand
itemS8, but what does item 10 refer to?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The funds provided under item 10 are used specifically for
regional programs and for the training of extension staff. For the most part, the regional
programs being funded are giving younger advisers and research officers the opportunity to
gain expertise and to accumulate a data base sufficient to justify a subsequent approach to a
rural industry research fund for financial support.
Hon D.J. WORDSWORTH: Item 9, Resource Management, is the area from which soil
conservation is funded. It is very disappointing to see that this year's Budget allocation is no
larger than that for the previous year, in spite of the factor of inflation.
Hon Margaret McAleer: It is smaller.
Hon 0.1. WORDSWORTH: That is right; it has decreased by $6 000. This Government has
made great play of what it will do in the area of soil conservation. A Select Committee of
this Chamber has pointed out the need for research on the incidence of salinity. A large
amount of mapping is required to show us where salinity is prevalent.
Hon Graham Edwards: The expenditure on this program has actually increased.

Hon D.J. WORDSWORTH: This is confusing, because it indicates that there has been a
decrease.
Hon Graham Edwards: This year's allocation is $2.343 million; last year's allocation was
$2.288 million.
Hon D.J. WORDSWORTH: That was the expenditure. The vote was $2.349 million.
Hon Graham Edwards: Yes. I take the point. However, it is an increase on actual
expenditure for last year.
Hon 0.1. WORDSWORTH: It would appear they did not use up all of last year's funds, and
will not get any more this year. I am very disappointed that the environment has not been
given the attention that the Government claimed it would give to it.
Hon I.N. CALDWELL: [ refer to item 7. Plant Industry, and item 8, Extension and Regional
Operations. I put a question on notice recently and received a reply from the Department of
Agriculture. The question concerned ryegrass toxicity. I liken that to AIDS in human
beings, because it affects the animals which graze the ryegrass in the paddocks. They suffer a
slow death, and the disease is creeping around the paddocks of Australian sheep farms. I
believe 60 to 70 farms are affected this year, half of them newly affected with ryegrass
toxicity. It is absolutely devastating to the farmers who have this problem on their farms
because one never knows, when transferring sheep from one paddock to another, Whether this
fungus is on the ryegrass. The answer I received was that an increased amount of money had
been allocated to trying to find something to rectify this problem, and funding had been
provided for plant breeding to find ryegrass which would not be affected by this disease. I
hope the Minister will convey to the Minister for Agriculture the fact that AIDS in humans is
well funded because we realise what an enormous problem it is. Ryegrass toxicity has been
around for some 20 odd years but we have not yet found a cure. If research is not adequately
funded the effect on our animals in Western Australia will be devastating.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: This is a very complex problem. I am advised that it is being
worked on by the CSIRO in Western Australia, in Victoria and in South Australia. There is
not one single lead which is not being followed up.
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Division 41: Agriculture Protection Board -

Hon P.J. WORDSWORTH: The total expenditure on the Agriculture Protection Board is
due to fall, in spite of inflation. Once again this is an indication that the Government is not
sincere in its approach to agriculture.

Division 42: Western Australian Meal Commission -

Hon 03J. WORDSWORTH: Lamb marketing is a very controversial field. The commuission
charges every abattoir which kills lamb. Indirectly the charge is paid by the producer, but the
abattoir owners have to collect the fees. H-alf the lambs in Western Australia are processed
without having gone anywhere near the Western Australian Meat Commission, yet the
commission collects this money - something like $2.5 million. Operating and Other Income
is shown as $12 million, and it is expected to go up to $15 million. In spite of the fact that
the commuission handles only half the lamb, and the other half is handled entirely by
processors with the board having nothing to do with it except collect the fee, the commission
managed to make a loss this year of about $2 million.

I do not know what this Government will do about this loss, or whether it will allow it to
continue. The charge is about $6 to $10 a head, depending upon the weight of the lamb.
Western Australians have now got into the habit of eating imported lamb, in spite of the fact
that Western Australia was one of the biggest lamb producing States. The consumption of
lamb has gone down to about half. I happen to be a beef producer, and as far as I am
concerned it is the best thing that could happen;, we can keep the Lamb Board for ever if we
want to be that foolish, but it is unfortunate for those who produce lambs in this country.

The per capita consumption of lamb has gone down from 17.5 to 6.1 kilograms - that is to
just about a third - although half is imported. The situation is ridiculous. Those who believe
in orderly marketing, whether members of the Labor Party or the National Party, seem to
think it is a great thing, but they are doing themselves and their followers a great disservice.
Recently the Western Australian Meat Commission prosecuted the abattoir in Esperance and
obtained $500 000 in fines, and something like $2 million is pending in actions against other
abattoirs, depending on the result of the High Court appeal.

Hon Mark Nevill: It is $200 000.
Hon 0.1. WORDSWORTH: It is $200 000, is it? Whatever it is. it is a very large amount
compared with the size of the abattoir. The whole industry is in complete disarray. I make
this protest at this time to flag to those in the city who think they are getting cheaper meat
that they are not. No-one is gaining anything from our having this board other than a few
jobs for the boys.

Division 43: Water Authority of Western Australia -

Hon N.F. MOORE:- Under the item Contribution Towards Services the amnount spent in
1988-89 was $23.775 million and the amount estimated this year is $12.4 million. I wonder
why there has been such a significant decrease in the base operating grant.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I do not have the information available at the moment but I
can easily access it for the member and I think there is an accompanying table that will give
him that answer. Does he need it right now?

Hon N.F. Moore: No, but it is a significant amount of money and I would appreciate
knowing the details.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: It is'a record of the financial operations of the Water Authority
as set out in these tables. If the member looks at the tables they will make it clear.

Hon I.N. CALDWELL: There is a significant difference in the actual expenditure of
$17 million on Unfunded Operating Expenses last year and the estimate of $29 million for
this year. Could the Minister please advise the reason for that?

Hon Graham Edwards: I would be happy to do so.

Hon J.N. CALDWELL- In sumnmary, it appears that although .we push a fair bit of water
around the State it does not cost the State very much. I think the State could fuind quite a bit
more. It is pleasing to see that water is coming out to the dry areas such as Pingrup;, but
many other areas require water. We have been fairly fortnate this year to have reasonable
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rainfalls through the agricultural area but droughts will occur again and this Government
must be fully aware that those dry areas that have three or four droughts every 10 years must
be serviced by water, as Hon Ernie Bridge, the Minister for Water Resources, has often said.
A nice cold drink of water is very much appreciated by us here tonight and I am sure it would
be appreciated as much by country people in the drought areas.

Hon MARGARET McALEER: While the estimate for Country Operations Expenses has
increased considerably over last year's actual expenditure, at the same time the Country
Services shortfall has decreased considerably and the difference seems to be made up by the
operating revenue. Also, the Estimates show a big increase aver last year and the
unexplained Unfunded Operating Expenses appear to be significant in this department. Is the
Minister able to explain more clearly how the expenses can increase and the shortfall
decrease?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: [ do not have those details here and ask the member to defer
that question to allow me to get some information for her at a later stage.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: I notice the total grant of $20 million for the current
financial year represents a reduction of $9.8 midllion on the actual expenditure for the
previous year. Is that a real reduction, or is it due to a change in the accounting practices
associated with the Water Authority of Western Australia, or does it represent a shift in
responsibilities away from the WAWA to some other agency?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am advised that it is a real reduction.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: I am a little concerned about the effect of the shortfall, particularly
on country services. The shortfall seems to be most acute in sewerage headworks in that they
are not keeping pace with demand. I know this is a Statewide problem but it is particularly
acute in some country areas. For example, in Pinjarra the Murray Shire Council is in a catch
22 situation. Its developments require sewerage because of their proximity to the Peel-
Harvey Wnets, yet they have a huge demand for development and simply cannot provide the
budding blocks available because of the shortage of funds for sewerage. Given that the
Water Authority's overall budget has declined by roughly one-third this year, I would have
thought it was moving in the opposite direction in comparison with some other things.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: It simply comes down to a very strong demand which has
outstripped the works budget that has been alocated for that area. The member's point is a
valid one.

Hon D.J. WORDSWORTH: The point is that there do not seem to be any works going on -
at least, there is one project; the Quinninup Water Supply, at a cost of $250 000. That is the
only project listed for this year so we will not get very far. I heard a whisper in the Chamber
that we have a strategy costing $2 million. [ do not know whether that is Hon Ernie Bridge
coming down from the Ord with a bucket of water, but $2 million is a lot of money for a
strategy, particularly as the department is spending only $250 000 actually doing things. It
sounds to me as though it is all talk and no action.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: This refers only to the Consolidated Revenue Fund component
of the total Budget. so other matters would need to be taken into consideration.

Hon N.F. Moore: What is the $2 million for?

Hon MAX EVANS: Hon David Wordsworth mentioned the strategy which will cost
$2 million. Is the money for consultancy work, is it for the North West Shelf gas pipeline, or
what is it for?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I understand it is a joint State-Comrmonwealth program but I
just do not have the details of what that program is.

Hon MARGARET McALEER: I think the $2 million represents not just staffing or
consultancy fees but funds actually being expended on the extensions to the water schemes
which have been taking place in the wheatbelt and which have been referred to also by
Hon Iohn Caldwell. So again, it is a capital item which has found its way into revenue.

Hon D.J. Wordsworth: Aire you giving an explanation for them? It is a pretty weak one.

Hon Graham Edwards: Why shouldn't she?

6695



Hon MARGARET McALEER: As the member says, I am not speaking for the Government.
Great sums of money are not involved in the rural water strategy, although a great deal of
satisfaction has been felt in areas which have received water because these are self-help
programs and are fairly cheap. I warned to go back to the point raised by Honn Derrick
Tomlinson, which related to the real cutback in the total allocation to the Water Authority.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The $2 million was the t989-90 contribution towards a three-
year rural water strategy program. Under this program, which commenced last financial year,
the State and Commonwealth Governments, together with the Water Authority, contributed
towards the cost of the program. The principal objective of this strategy is to provide good
quality reliable water supplies for domestic purposes to certain country towns and
communities which lack that baskc amenity.

Hon NPF. Moore: You should give Hon Margaret McAleer a job.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I appreciate the help Hon Margaret McAleer was able to give
the Committee.

Hon MARGARET McALEER: I would like to take up a point made by Hon Derrick
Tomlinson which was that in fact only $20 million has been allocated instead of $30 million.
It seems to me that the Water Authority has been paring back its programs and shucking off
the responsibilities it had in former years. I will give the Chamber an example of this, which
is in regard to the care and management of waterways.

Recently there was a spirited correspondence between the Water Authority and the Shire of
Moora because for years the Water Authority looked after the Moore River, which is usually
dry in the vicinity of Moora. However, the area is subject to flooding in winter and if the
river is not properly managed arid the water backs up to Moora there is likely to be bad
flooding there.

The Water Authority is now telling the Shire of Moora that while care of the river was a
traditional responsibility of the authority the authority no longer sees such a responsibility as
being part of its brief. One must find as a consequence of the total $9 million missing from
the allocation that the Water Authority has shucked off its other responsibilities. It would he
interesting to know - if the Minister could tell the Chamber - in what other respects the Water
Authority has pared down its operations.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am advised that the total earnings have incre,,c-'4 from
$411I million to $436 million. That is a totality, and the amount the honourable member is
talking about represents a fairly minor part of that consideration, but, as I said earlier, I am
perfectly happy to pursue the further information I indicated I would pursue.
Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: Can members take it that the $9.6 million reduction in
grants to the Water Authority does not really represent a cut in the cost of maintaining that
authority but rather is a shift to the user pays system? The Minister is talking about an
increase of income which compensates for a reduction in the grant from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: It is a reduction in the contribution from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund to the overall operations of the Water Authority. I can best say that in part the
member is right when he talks about a user pays system.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: Am I also in part correct in saying there has been a
reorganisation of the budgeting procedures in relation to management and responsibilities
within the Water Authority, which represents what looks like a reduction of costs but is a
disguised reduction?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I would not have said that, no.

Hon D.J. WORDSWORTH: I thank the Minister for his response to my comments about the
lack of new rural services. The Minister said that I should look at the Loan Bill. Although I
know, Mr Chairman, that you would not want me to quoie from that Bill, it contains very
little at all. A tank is to be built at Manduish which will cost $92 000 and the Horrocks
township is to receive an allocation of $645 000 for its water supply. That is all the new
country expenditure in the Estimates, so [ do not accept the Minister's answer.
Vote put and passed.
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Minister for Mines, and Mid-West -

Division 44. -Mines -
Hon N.E. MOORE: Under item 2, Administration, the amount expended in 1988-89 was
$5.8 million and the amount estimated for this year is $8.6 million, which is quite a
significant increase. Why has that increase been included in the Estimates?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS. I am advised that is a refund on Barrow Island royalties to the
Commonwealth and is part of an agreed arrangement.
Hon NPF. Moore: Why would it be included under Administration in the Budget?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am simply not in a position to explain that.

Hon NF. MOORE: Would the Minister be good enough to obtain from the responsible
Minister some explanation about that so I can understand it better than I do at the moment?

Hon Graham Edwards: Yes.
Hon PETER FOSS: Another item in this Division seems quite inexplicable to me, and that is
an estimate of $417 000 for the Minister's office, for 14 people. The actual expenditure last
year was $41 487 while the estimate for 1989-90 is $417 000, which seems a bit strange.
This year there are 14 people with a cost of $417 000 whereas previously there was what
appeared to be one person in the Minister's office.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: It would appear that the $41 000 is a pant year cost while the
$417 000 is a full year cost.

Hon PETER FOSS: I do not understand why it would be a pan-year cost.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: It was met from another departmental budget. It actually came
across from Jeff Carr's portfolio.
Ron Max Evans: When that has happened in other Budgets, a note is usually made at the
bottom of the page. This year a note has not been made.
Division 45: G eraldton Mid-West Development Authority -

Hon BARRY HOUSE: I wish to comment on the regional development advisory council of
the Geraldtont Mid-West Development Authority. Since I assumed responsibility for regional
development for the Liberal Party I have taken a close interest in development authorities
throughout the State, in addition to the South West Development Authority which is close to
my home. The next biggest authority is the Ceraldton Mid-West Development Authority.
My observations, admittedly ftom afar, have been much more favourable towards the
Geraldtont authority because it has maintained its relatively community-driven structure in
comparison with the South West Development Authority which has tended to grow into a
bureaucratic monster which drives itself.

However, about two or three months ago I was disappointed to hear that the advisory board
chairman, Mrs Boetcher, had resigned from the board due to what she termed political
interference in the operations of the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority. She was
concerned that the staff at the authority were being directed by the Minister for his own
ministerial work and not necessarily by the board and the advisory committee. This is the
thin edge of the wedge in many ways and that development, if it continues, wil see that
authority going down the same path as the South West Development Authority. A new
development authority has been mooted - the Goldfields Development Authority. I have
already stated in the media that while [ welcome the advent of the new authority I hope it
avoids some of the pitfalls of its bigger brothers.

Hon N.E. MOORE: The Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority was set up with one
purpose in mind initially; that is, to see that Hon Jeff Carr was re-elected as the member for
Geraldton. I guess $840 000 is a fair amount to spend to get a Labor Party member re-elected
to a marginal seat; he almost lost it at the previous election. To the credit of the people at the
authority, in the main they have been able to avoid the taint of the authority's becoming a
political organisation. I know a number of people on the authority who are very adamant that
they will not be used as political pawns by anybody. We have witnessed the resignation of
Mrs Boetcher on the basis of political interference; I know that action has hardened the
resolve of other members of the authority to resist any attempt by the Minister
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to use them for any political purpose whatsoever. The authority is attempting good things for
the mid-west area, some of which are in my own electorate. I hope it goes well in the future.
I will watch it closely to make sure that the allocation of $848 000 is not used by the
Government to get Jeff Canr re-elected again.

Hon PETER FOSS: The allocation for Services and Contracts has increased from $365 000
to $484 000. What sort of things are covered by this item and what is the reason for the
substantial increase of $120 000 which is one-seventh of the entire estimate?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The variation is an amount of $118 000 to engage consultants
for the South Gates dune stabilisation and development of the Qakajee industrial park.
Hon PETER FOSS: What does the remaining amount of $360 000 cover?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: 1 can only describe that as other services and contracts.

Hon PETER FOSS: That is a vague answer. What sort of things are covered? It seems to
me that nearly half of what the authority does comes under Services and Contracts; that is a
somewhat unhelpful answer.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The proposal will include work to stabilise and reclaim an area
known as South Gates dunes adjacent to Tarcoola beach in the Shire of Greenough. A
second project which will be initiated by the authority is an extensive examination of an area
known as Qakajee situated 25 kilornetres north of Geraldton as a suitable site for an industrial
park. In 1989-90 the authority will commission a weather station to determine factors
relating to all relevant weather conditions. The second stage of the study will involve the
collection and analysis of data including previous studies which identified the Qakajee area
as suitable for a deep water port site in anticipation of the later development of a suitable
structure plan for the site.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: I assume the Greenough project is included in the increase
from $365 000 to $484 000, but the principal sum is still explained in very vague terms as
general services. Can the Minister explain?
Hon GRAH-AM EDWARDS: Moneys have also been included to continue ongoing
promotional activities for the region as well as initiating further regional studies into matters
identified by the authority in 1988-89. Funds have been provided for administration and
promotional matters in relation to the authority's role as project manager for the Geraldton
foreshore redevelopment.

Vole put and passed.

Minister for Racing and Gaming, Sport and Recreation, and Youth.-

Division 46: Office of Racing and Gaming -

Hon PETER FOSS: I ask the M~inister to indicate what work is carried out by the significant
number of staff employed by the Gaining Commission; that is, 36 full time equivalent staff.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: They are the staff who are employed in relation to gaming
control at the casino. Some inspectorate staff come under that heading and they are
employed to deal with other gaming areas. For example, they ensure that functions held by
local football clubs are conducted properly.
Hon MAX EVANS: I ask the Minister whether funds from the proposed Health Promotion
Foundation will be used to cover the loss which will be incurred by the loss of tobacco
advertising.

H-In GRAHAM EDWARDS: The member is asking me to comment on a foundation which
is yet to be debated in this Chamber. It would be premature of me to do so.

Hon Max Evans: You don't know how it will work?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: We will have to see what happens with the Bill.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: item 5 is the Gaming Commission - Contribution to Trust
Fund Account. The estimated expenditure this financial year is $1 .005 ilflion and I ask the
Minister to indicate which trust fund it refers to.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I will have to pursue that information and advise the member
accordingly.
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Hon PETER FOSS: With reference to the same item I ask the Minister to explain the meason
for the difference between the amount estimated and the amount actually expended last
financial year.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I do not have the full details with me but we are trying to
make that section self-sufficient.

Hon MAX EVANS: I ask the Minister to clarify that: Is it to make the commission self-
funding?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Yes, it seems a reasonable thing to do.

Division J17: Sport and Recreation -

Hon M.S. MONTGOMERY: I refer the Minister to item 3 of Division 47 which refers to
Grants and Subsidies to Sporting and Recreational Bodies. The difference between the vote
and the expenditure is nearly $1 illion and the estimated expenditure for this year is
$ 1.272 million. I ask the Minister what groups have benefited from this allocation and what
groups will miss out this financial year as a result of the decrease in the proposed
expenditure,

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am pleased to advise that there is no cutback in that area this
financial year and I will explain to members what has happened. The Government made a
decision to increase the amount of money available to sporting groups under the sports
instant lottery fund. It became apparent that the legislation would not be passed in time.
What I sought and got was an additional allocation because those moneys had been
commritted in anticipation of the legislation being pperational and that enabled those
commitments to be fulfiled. The estimated expenditure has been decreased this financial
year because the legislation has been introduced in the other place. The actual amount will
be increased by an additional $1 million from the sports instant lottery fund. It was a one-off
situation.

Hon M.S. MONTGOMERY: It is interesting that the Minister said that the funds were
committed. I ask him when that occurred. Why did he commit the funds before he knew
what was required?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I ant not exactly sure when it occurred, but it was obviously
after the Budget had been set because the vote was increased by $1 million.
Hon M.S. Montgomery: Will you be able to provide the information.?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I will be more than happy to do chat. It was the subject of
discussion between various sporting groups at the time.

Hon MAX EVANS: The Minister said that the vote had been increased by $1 million. My
understanding is that it had not been increased by that amount because the expenditure was
$I million more than the vote.

Hon Graham Edwards: That is the point I am making.
Hon MAX EVANS: The Minister said it had been increased, but it was not included in the
vote.

Hon Graham Edwards: I am saying that the amount of money provided has been increased.'
Hon MAX EVANS: The Minister said the vote had been increased by that amount. It had
not been.

Hon Graham Edwards: You are being pedantic. The vote was $1.76 million and it was
increased to $2.13 million. If you want to pick me up on that, I guess you are right.

Hon MAX EVANS: The vote is the amount approved last year. The department had a
deficit of $900 000 and a special grant was allocated to provide additional funds because the
vote had not been approved.

Hon Graham Edwards: I am agreeing with you.

Hon MAX EVAINS: Item 5 refers to the Western Australian Sports Centre Trust and the
estimated expenditure this year has been decreased compared with the actual expenditure last
year. I commend the Government, particularly because there has been an extension to the
facilities. What is the situation now that the Wildcats will not be using the Superdrome?
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Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The information about the Wildcats not using the venue camne
after the Budget had been put in place. The challenge facing the Superdrome staff is to make
up the revenue loss that will be caused by the Wildcats not using the Superdronie. The staff
work very hard and I am sure they will do their utmost to cover that loss. I was very sorry for
a number of reasons that the Penth Wildcats left but it opens up other opportunities, and we
must rely on the ability of the people out there to make the most of those opportunities.

Hon M.S. MONTGOMERY: An amount of $2.9 million was allocated for the development
of services and facilities last year, although actual expenditure was $2.7 million. The vote
this year is $2.572 million. I ask the Minister to explain the decrease in the amount allocated.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: An amount of $372 000 was transferred across to the Family
Foundation within the Office of the Family. It was not a reduction, but a transfer.

Hon M.S. Montgomery: It was not spent by your department?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: No.

Hon MAX EVANS: What is the worst case scenario in respect of the Western Australian
sports centre trust?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am not in a position to answer that question because it will
not become apparent until the end of the year. Obviously, I am very conscious of the need to
keep the deficit down and to find a balance between raising revenue and making sure the
facility works for the purpose for which it was constructed.

Hon MAX EVANS: Under the heading Full Time Equivalent Staffing Levels for the
Minister's office an amount of $280 000 was spent last year but no allocation is made for
1989-90. Are there anty more like that coming up?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: That money has been transferred across with the change of
portfolio to the Office of Racing and Gaming.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: I take this opportunity to conmend the Ministry of Sport and
Recreation for its support of the regional development program involving cricket, particularly
in rural areas. I am involved as an administrator of the South West Cricket Association and,
in conjunction with the Western Australian Cricket Association, we coordinate a regional
development program. for that area. It is one of five regions throughout the State, the others
being mid west, goldlfields, great southern and central districts. Richard Menasse is the coach
in that area. The program was initially developed in the south west and it has expanded under
the WACA's umbrella throughout the other rural areas. It has always received valuable
support from the Ministry of Sport and Recreation and it is worthwhile commenting on that
support.

The Ministry's officers, Geoff Toy, Maureen Wright, and Paul Hackett offer valuable support
to that program in particular, and its success has been such that other sports are starting to

minror the development program. The beginnings of that type of program are already up and
running in netball and basketball, and strong moves are being made towards developing a
regional program for football. Hopefully that will come to fruition in future years and it will
be run in conjunction with cricket. I think it can work and I hope it will in the future.

I strongly recommend to the Minister that he should not try to politicise these development
programs because if he does, they will be destroyed. They are working very successfully at
the moment, but the tendency is for Governments to gain some political mileage from sport.
I must admit that the Labor Governments, both Federal and State, have been very successful
and very blatant about it. These regional programs are providing a very valuable service to
sport in country -areas and if the Ministr of Sport and Recreation continues providing the
coordinating facility it will ensure their success. If an attempt is made to muscle in some
politics, it will destroy them.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I take offence at the view that this Government has been
political in the delivery of its services. I take offence because Geoff Toy and other people
who work so hard for these programs cannot afford to be political. They are relying on the
goodwill of many hardworking volunteers within the community. and one cannot pick up that
goodwill anywhere in this State if an attempt is made to be political. I amn very
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cognisant of that, and this Government has a good standing in the area of sport and recreation
because it has provided solid support and good resource backing. Most of the people I work
with in the area of sport are conservative, and they simply would not put themselves in a
position where they could be used politically.
Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: Under item 1 for salaries an amount of $3.7 million is
allocated for 124 full time equivalent personnel. That figure combined with the amount
allocated to central administration of $887 000 provides a total expenditure of $4.5 million.
Compare that total with an allocation of $4.6 million for other services. Of that amount
$1.2 million is allocated to grants and subsidies to sporting and recreational bodies, and
$800 000 to the Western Australian sports centre trust - that is, $2 million is for funds granted
to other bodies - leaving $2.5 million for the development of services and facilities. The
amount of $4.5 million expenditure compared with $2.5 million to develop all services and
facilities invites the comment that the department is not efficient in terms of expenditure for
salaries and administration versus services. Does the Minister defend chat criticism?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I certainly do, because the director of the ministry is very
efficient. HeI tells me he is absolutely strapped as far as FTEs axe concerned. I caution the
member against falling into the crap that some people fall into in this State when introducing
arguments for a sports commission. People want the money spent on administration to be put
into sport. However, that is not the way to go. A number of the people who work for the
department. including Geoff Toy and many others from regional areas and within the office
located at Penry Lakes, are very much involved in the development of sport at crucial levels,
such as the junior sports area. They are involved in crucial areas working with associations
which are funded by the sports lotteries supplying expertise and helping in development. I do
not agree that the ministry is not an efficient unit because it is. One needs to look at the
broader sports picture to fully understand that.
Hon BARRY HOUSE: The Minister may have misinterpreted my earlier remarks. I was not
implying that the ministry's officers were being used in a political sense, particularly in
relation to the regional development coaching programs. I acknowledge the work done by
people such as Geoff Toy, Maureen Wright. and Paul Hackett in the south west in relation to
these programs. They are professionals in their field and provide valuable support for that
program which is one I know more about than some others. It is not being used politically at
the moment and that is the reason why it is so successful.
Hon Graham Edwards: I would agree with that.

Division -48: Youth Affairs Bureau -

Hon MAX EVANS: The vote for Policy Development this year is $1.35 million. What is
this amount for? Is it for a number of outside consultants? Half the budgeted amount is
going into esoteric and strategic planning development. It may be that that is short term and
it will cut out soon. Will the Minister advise us about that?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The major expenditure under Policy Development is on a
youth guarantee of which I am sure the honourable member is aware.
Hon Max Evans: To help them get into business?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: It is mainly used to try to assist young people in the important
transitional period between school and funther employment, education or training. I see this
as being an important and crucial area for Youth Affairs Bureau involvement. If young
people can be assisted to get further training, education or employment, one is doing a great
deal to assist them in a way which does not require them to call upon other areas of assistance
such as welfare.

Hon MAX EVANS:, The Minister used the words "youth guarantee". Does he mean the
guaranteeing of loans to youth? It does not seem to fit under the heading of Policy
Development. It may be that that is a bad description. I can see this coming more under
information services.

Hon Graham Edwards: That is the area it is slotted under.

Hon MAX EVANS: What is the $784 000 under Co-ordination and Information Services for
as the salaries are small?
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H-on GRAHAM EDWARDS: That is broken up into three areas such as coordination
programs, regional youth coordination schemes and special purpose grants. For instance, we
were funding the WA Council for Youth and we have funding assistance for local
government to the tune of $15 000. We also put about $400 000 into regional coordination
the aim of which is to coordinate youth services at regional level. There are also youth
participation grants. For instance, there is an allocation of $93 000 broken up into smaller
areas such as $12 000 for sail training, which is to help underprivileged youth get into a sail
training program. I think the Commonwealth Youth Award of $2 500 is channelled in via the
Commonwealth and we are funding a position with the Rural Youth Federation of WA
costing $32 000, so it is those sorts of programs that are involved.

Vote put and passed.

Minister for Economic Development and Trade, and Tourism -

Division 49: Economic Development and Trade -

Hon BARRY HOUSE: The Ministry of Economic Development and Trade has recently
opened a new office in Bunbury and is operating out of the upturned milk carton. I believe
they have a staff of six. Can the Minister inform me of the cost of that operation and under
which item it appears?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: That is the Bunbury regional trade office which has an
allocation of $220 000. The staffing level is covered in the overall staffing arrangements so I
cannot confirm that there are six people employed at Bunbury.
Hon PETER FOSS: The vote last year for item I was $20.698 million and expenditure was
$26.851I million which seems to be a significant overexpenditure and which should be
explained by the department. How was that allowed to happen without it in some way being
brought to ihe attention of the Parliament?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: We are pursuing that information at the moment, and I wonder
whether we could come back to that.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: The estimate for countertrade deals is 3306 000. My understanding
is that the Government has allocated a total of $660 000 for research into countetrade deals
stemming from the company which was successful in gaining the contract to electrify the
Perth railway. ASEA Brown Boveri. Recently that company has been involved in a proposed
tannery in Boyanup, in the south west. First, if the total allocation is $660 000, where will
the rest come from? Second, I understand that accounts for about $82 000, which has already
been spent in relation to the proposed tannery, have been presented to the Government. Is that
correct, and will that expenditure be met from that account?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: In relation to the first question, additional funds are
represented by management costs of overseas projects transfer-red from Exirn, $150 000, and
further funding provided for the pursuit of favourable countertrade and offset agreements,
which was an additional $37 000. That does not relate to the ASEA Brown Boveri deal,
which is a separate contractual arrangement.

Hon PETER FOSS: I may be completely unfair in saying this, but this ministry appears to be
an example of where Parkinson's law has gone wild, because in the Ministry of Economic
Development and Trade, trade development has 46 people, and I am not sure what they do;
business migration has tee;, technology and industry development has 76, which sounds a
bit extraordinary in view of the stories I have heard about the Technology and Industry
Development Authority, and I assume they are all working on things directly related to doing
the work of the department; policy development has 13; the Minister's office has 1.3: and
Ministry Management has 57. What is Ministry Management? Is it just a form of
bureaucracy; do the staff actually work for the Ministry of Economic Development and
Trade, or are they just helping to keep the department going?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Those people form an integral part of the department. I am
not in a position to advise what it is they are most involved in; they manage some overseas
offices, and are involved in business migration programs. They have taken over Exim assets,
represented by some office equipment and motor vehicles. They play a fairly significant
coordinating role in the other areas of the department.

Hon PETER FOSS: Having heard what the Minister said, f ask the Minister if he would
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make further investigations to give us a better idea of what these people do. [ notice that the
vote for their salary has increased from $1 million last year to a proposed $1.6 million for this
year. which is a significant increase. It sounds as though they are people who are there
purely to be there, and I am very concerned that this looks, on the face of it, to be an
incredible amount of overstaffing, with people not doing a great deal. I may be unfair, and it
may be that the description they have been given of Ministry Management is inappropriate ini
that it sounds like they are there purely to tell other people what to do. This item - and, in
fact, this entire vote - requires an explanation in view of the fact that the Minister for
Economic Development and Trade was so excessive in his expenditure last year as to go over
his allocation by $6 million. It is appropriate, where a Minister overspends by such a large
amount of money, to give the Parliament a detailed explanation of why that occurred.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I assure the member that although I do not have that advice in
relation to the Ministry Management section I will certainly respond to his request for further
information.

Hon GEORGE CASH: Is the Minister talking about not being able to provide tonight to the
Chamber the reasons for last year's vote of $20 million being overspent to the tune of
$26 million?
Hon Graham Edwards: No.

Hon GEORGE CASK: That explanation will be forthcoming?

Hon Graham Edwards: Yes.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I ask Aso about the involvement of Exini in this organisation. Where
is Exini identified in Division 49?

Hon Graham Edwards: My understanding is that Exirn is actually being phased out.

Hon GEORGE CASH: Then who is handling business migration and the other areas in
which Exim was previously involved?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: My understanding is that those responsibilities have been
picked up by the Ministry Management section, about which I indicated I was happy to
provide further information.

Hon MAX EVANS: Technology and Industry Development - TIDA - has been absorbed
from the department. Is Mr Malcolm Bryce still the chairman? If so, where does he come in
the structure?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am not await whether that is the case.

Hon Max Evans: Could we find out?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I would be happy to find out.

Hon MAX EVANS:, Recently the accounts of TIDA have not been available. There is a lot
of unusual expend iture there. Does the structure still exist? Is there still an authority to make
decisions on behalf of the Minister, or does the ministry make them? It is not clear from the
accounts. We have Technology and Industry Investment, Industry Services, Technology
Development, National Industry Extension Service, and the sum is $7.9 million. That is
invested in the development body, which is what the old body used to do. Is there a board
there?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I[shall ascertain that informnation for the member.

Hon W.N. STRETCH: There appears to be no identification of where Exim assets come in
this department. Where are the winding up accounts of Exim. shown? What assets and
liabilities are there? Where are they absorbed? Did this take place in this financial year or in
the last?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The matters the member asks about would not be reflected in
this Budget. Exini is being progressively wound down and phased out. As I mentioned in
relation to ministry management, the asset have been absorbed with office equipment and
motor vehicles.

Hon MAX EVANS: Nothing in the Budget this year allows for further losses by Exim.
These are coining up on some of the stations. Will they be absorbed in Exirn's munning
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budget? We do not have the accounts, although there was a further extension last week.
These are the accounts of Exim to 30 June 1989. We do not know what happened, but we
thought the Minister might be able to clarify something with regard to Exirn's losses.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: No, I am not in a position to do that.

Hon WN. STRETCH: The Minister's last answer confused me a little because he said the
assets in the way of office equipment and so on were taken over from Exun and absorbed in
Ministry management, yet the expenditure has gone up by $600 000. How does the
absorption of an asset increase the liability under ministry management? Did the
Government pay for it and make that allocation to Exim? If so, where is it shown? If we are
winding up Exism, why are funds going back into the organisation?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: We need some information on some of these matters which
have been raised, and I am perfectly happy to get that information for the member.
Holn W.N. STRETCH; It seems pointless passing this Division when we do not know the
answers and we cannot get them. It is pointless having information after we have passed the
Division. I wonder if it is proper to pass something without the basic information, even with
assurances about some of these questions concerning what has happened to the assets which
are coming in.

Hon Graham Edwards: That is the Exim assets?

Hon W.N. STRETCH: Yes. There is also the question of the cross movement of staff and
responsibilities between the South West Development Authority and the Ministry of
Economic Development and Trade, because it was decided that they were not properly sited
under the South West Development Authority. There are too many unanswered questions in
this department. I wander if this Division should be set aside, as was the previous item
dealing with miscellaneous expenses under the Attorney General's department. Perhaps we
should go on to Division 50 and finish this part.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: This represents a reduction in the Estimates which is due
largely to non-recurring costs. The amount of $804 000 is for acquiring programs and some
of the assets from Exi-n such as overseas offices, the business migration program, office
equipment and motor vehicles.

Hon MAX EVANS: That appears to be an overpayment to reduce the lasses on Exim. I
understand the information is there. I questioned this last year. Can the Minister give us a
breakdown of this very large sum of $10.7 million under Technology and Industry
Investment? Is it the investment of Government funds in technology? Have all the
investments been goad ones, and are they still there? In previous years TIDA accounts have
written this off each year. We do not know if any value is left there or niot.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: To give an indication of that breakdown between this year and
last year. we need to look firstly at the reduction of $2.8 million in this year's Budget, which
was mainly attributable to the $3 milion capital grant paid to Australian Marine Systems in
relation to the marine support facility.

Hon Max Evans interjected.

Hon GRAH-AM EDWARDS: ( think that is at Coma, is it not? Setting that a-side, the
provisions in the Budget include administration and debt servicing of Technology Park.
Hon Max Evans: What is that Technology Industry Investment of $7.9 million?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: It is $1.9 million; planning and defence technology precincts
$40 000.

Hon Max Evans: I am asking about the $10.7 million expended last year. Is it possible to get
a breakdown of that?
Harn GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am giving a comparison between this year and last year.

Hon Max Evans: It is just the nature of the investments made last year.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am trying to give the member these amounts so that he has
some comparison. The sodts of things they are involved in are direct assistance packages to
industry, including $2.836 million for the Orbital Engine Company, $506 000 for Rolls
Royce, $362 000 for Australian Shipbuilding Industries. $ 1.015 million for a marine support

6704 [COUNCIL]



[Thursday, 14 December 1989) 60

facility, $198 000 for ICI Zijrconia, $200 000 for Delta West and $150 000 for Metro Meats.
That was an amount of about $5-295 million. Then there were administration and evaluation
of assistance packages at $204 000, and an amount of $265 000 which was used to promote
investment.
Hon Max Evans: Could you give me a copy of that schedule to save me asking a question an
notice?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I am happy to arange. that.

Hon GEORGE CASH: We are still awaiting the reply as to why last year's vote was
$20 million and the expenditure $26 million.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The Budget notes we have deal with variations between the
1989-90 Estimates and the 1988-89 actuals. We do not have notes dealing with the variations
from the 1988-89 Budget. I have indicated that I am happy to provide some information, and
I undertake to provide that at the next sitting, or directly to the member tomorrow.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I know we are not dealing with this at the moment, but will the
Minister consider the amount of $6.1 million set out in Schedule. 2 on page 6 of the Bill,
where it refers to the Technology and Industry Development Authority, and advise whether
that is in fact the reason there was an increase?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his assistance. That
does appear to be the amount we are discussing and I undertake to obtain that additional
information.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I thank the Minister. I believe that is the figure of the
overexpenditure but [ cannot see how it has been sltned in. Division 17 of last year indicates
that TIIDA's 1988-89 estimate was only $19.3 million, so certainly we need to compare last
year's Figure with this year's and work out how TIDA was, slotted into the Ministry of
Economic Development and Trade.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: It may well be that it was an industry assistance package, and
that is what I have undertaken to ascertain and provide.
Division 51. Western Australian Coastal Shipping Commission -

Hon N.F. MOORE: I wish to give the Government a bouquet because it has been able to
reduce the loss incurred by the commission, also known as Stateships, from $14.897 milion
in 1988-89 to an estimated loss this year of $ 12.675 million. That is a reduction in the loss of
$2 million, which is to be commended. Some years ago the loss was in the $16 million to
$18 million bracket, so obviously some hard decisions have been made in this area in the last
few years.

Perhaps the Minister could tell me how many ships the coastal shipping commission operates
at the moment and why it still needs 229 seagoing crew to operate what I believe is a
relatively small number of ships, bearing in mind that the huge iron ore carriers operating
between our north west ports and Japan have a very small number of crew yet each of those
ships would probably cant as much in one load as Stateships would cart in a whole year.

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I understand we are moving to a fleet of five, although I know
that does not answer the member's immediate question. As to the number of crew, we are
not involved in manning provisions pertaining to ships operating off the coast.

Hon NPF. Moore: Is that something to do with the Seamens Union?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: That may well be the case. In addition, I might say that these
matters are currently being negotiated.

Division 52: Western Australian Tourism Commission -

Hon P.C. PENDAL: It will probably come as something of a relief to members to know that
I do not want to spend much time on this Division because I have raised most of the matters
that are of concern in this place on a number of occasions since the Budget papers were
delivered here. It is necessary, however, to draw attention to the oddity in the Governmnent's
tourism package whereby the central point of having a tourism authority - that is, to embark
on marketing and promotion of Western Australia - is attacked in a very savage way in this
A130g118
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Budget. It should not be lost on members when looking under Contingencies in this columnn
that the item for administrative services receives an increase this year. However. I repeat:
The central function of the Tourism Commission - that is in marketing and promotions - is
the recipient of a fairly hefty decrease. Earlier today I observed, for example, in relation to
the Library Board that one of the fundamental reasons for having a library board was to have
books; one of the fundamental reasons for having an art gallery is to exhibit paintings.
Hon Carry Kelly: That is a revolutionary ideal
Hon P.G. PENDAL: It seems to be revolutionary under this Administration.
Hon George Cash: The logic of that is that you have hospitals so that people can actually be
sick.
Hon P.O. PENDAL: Exactly. The whole point of having a Tourism Commission is to
provide the wherewithal to market the product, which is the State, beyond its borders; that is,
on the interstate market and overseas. The budget for marketing and promotion last year was
$5.6 million;, this year that amount has fallen to $4.6 million. The marketing and promotion
budget has been short-changed by an amount in the order of $1 million. In money terms that
is an 18 per cent reduction in the marketing dollar. If one adds the consumer price index
component, marketing is down by something like 25 per cent. Having raised the matter in
other debates with the Minister for Budget Management. I cannot understand why the
Government wants to reduce the Budget in this crucial area. Other areas continue to see
increases, but there is no point to a program which sees the decrease in that pant of the vote
which is intended to bring people to Western Australia. That is the tragedy in the wake of the
pilots' dispute. If ever we had needed to get people to come to this State - and as recently as
a few weeks ago Hon Philip Lockyer introduced a motion dealing with the effects of the
pilots' strike on the north of the State - and if ever we needed to expand marketing and
promotion of tourism here, this would have been the year in the wake of that disastrous
strike. To its credit this Government set out six years ago to give tourism a high priority -
and it did - and it also gave tourism a high level of funding which it had previously been
denied. However, that same Government has obviously lost interest in this little pet project,
so the marketing and promotion budget is to suffer. Tourism operators this year have faced
other challenges but none more real than the pilots' dispute. I do no more at this stage,
depending on the Minister's response, than record my astonishment at this decision.
Mnother matter [ would like to consider in passing is the Events Liaison Office, which has
seen a decrease in spending from $608 000 to $286 000. What is the reason for that? Does
that body have anything to do with EvenrsCorp? I rather suspect it has nor, because
EvenisCorp is included in the miscellaneous column which will be dealt with by the Minister
for Budget Management at the end of the Committee stage. I would be interested to know
what the Events Liaison Office is, if it is not another name for Events Corp.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: I will confinn that EventsCorp and the Events Liaison Office
are separate entities with separate functions, although I understand they may work in
mutually supportive roles. The matters referred to relate in both instances to one-off
allocations. In marketing and promotion there was a one-off allocation in 1988-89 of
$1 million for the Value Tourism campaign. A one-off grant of $500 000, which is
represented under the Events Liaison Office, was to the Western Australian Yachting
Foundation in 1988-89, and was offset by the cost of staging the Lexcen Cup. *The
Government is aware of the need for promotion and marketing, and their relationship to
tourism. However, I ask the member to consider, for example, the expenditure the
Government has allocated in relation to the World Swimming Championships, which will be
used as a major means of attracting tourists to the State; hopefully we will capitalise on that
event to the advancement of this State on a tourism basis.
Hon PETER FOSS: I was going to raise a point similar to that raised by Hon Phillip Pendal.
However, I arrived at it from a different angle, which is that it appeared to me to be a case of
Parkinson's law in relation to staff numbers. There are three human resources people, which
seems a rather high quantity for a total staff of 183; 23 administrative services staff;, nine
research and planning staff, and 22 investments and development staff, as well as three
executive support staff, the chairman and general manager. That seems a very high ratio for
the sont of operation it is. It is interesting that, as Hon Phillip Pendal pointed out, the working
budget has gone down but the administrative budget has gone up. That is precisely
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what Parkinson's law was all about. Parkinson pointed out that as the number of ships and
men in the British Navy decreased, the number of people needed to administer them
increased. He proved that eventually when the Navy had no ships and no men, there would
be an infinite number of people in the department of the Navy. This is the sort of
phenomenon we are seeing here; as the admiinistration numbers increase, and the cost of
administration increases, they look around for ways of saving money and of course it will be
saved on the coalface. That is always the problem when people try to save money. AlU too
dften the savings are made in services to the public. I would be very sad if this were in fact
the reason for what is apparently the case in this Estimate.. I
Hon P.O. PENDAL: To follow through some of the remarks of my colleague, Hon Peter
Foss, I remind members that a figure of something like 90 per cent of Western Australia's
Tourist dollar income is actually generated within the State. People who disdain intrastate
tourism do so in ignorance of its real impact on the economy of the State. When a person
living in Albany decides to fly to Broome for his holidays, or a person in Perth decides to go
to the south west for her holidays, they, to the tune of 90 per cent, make up the major
component of Western Australian tourism. Something like seven per cent are attracted from
other parts of Australia, and th~e rest come from overseas.
It is clear that the chances of increasing the number of people from overseas is our best bet.
People from other parts of the world, particularly from different parts of Asia, find Western
Australia an increasingly attractive place to visit. It makes no sense at all to be cutting off the
lifeblood with which we can expect to attract more people into the State or through which we
can expect people to move around the State and spend their money, while at the same time
costs and salaries and wages are increasing. I do not suggest those increases are excessive
but they have gone up. Administrative services have increased, albeit fairly gradually; loan
service costs have increased; and research and planning is about the same, Grants and
subsidies have gone up marginally. The grant to the Perth Convention Centre has remained
static, which I regret, because the convention centre is an extension of the promotion and
marketing system of the commission and provides an opportunity to attract more people to
the State.

The Minister can say, "What about the World Swimming Championships?" That is important
and it is a coup for the Government. I congratulate the people in EventsCorp who won that
event on the world market. But the Minister, I hope, understands that we cannot afford the
luxury of attracting one World Swimmning Championships in 1991. That is chickenfeed - and
that comment by no means demeans the efforts of the people involved. We must be able to
bring the equivalent of the 1991 swimming championships here on an annual basis, otherwise
the facilities the Goverrnent provides for sporting organisations will not be put to good use.
Apart from sporting events we should enter the meetings market. This is an area which has
had its funding cut or in which grants remain static. People should realise the magnitude of
what we are talking about: If someone in this State could go to New Zealand or Hong Kong,
or other parts of Asia, and win the imagination of one person who has the authority to say,
"Yes, we will bring our conventions to Perth", that one person has the capacity to pour
millions of dollars into this State's economy. So the idea of individually bringing people ina,
while attractive, pales into insignificance when we consider the conventions and meetings
market. That is why the Opposition, in its tourism policy two years ago, put so much effort
into beating up the question of the conventions market. I will not pursue that fuirther because
it has been stated by me and others many times. However, it is absolutely incongruous at a
time when we desperately need people to spend money, when the pilots' dispute has all but
wrecked the businesses of many Westemn Australians, and when other departmental budgets
are expanding, the one great white hope sufficient to inject money into the State is on the
downward spiral. It needs to be corrected.

Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON: The second item under Contingencies, Loan Servicing
Costs, has an allocation of $443 000. Can the Minister explain the value of the loan and to
what purpose the loan was put?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: The funds are provided to service the commission's ongoing
debt on its Capital Works Program for funds raised from the central tourist authority. The
major item this year is the headworks deferral program, finance assistance scheme.
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Hon P.G. PENDAL: I will explain that for the Minister. The headworks deferral scheme
was an innovative bipartisan scheme announced by the Government at the time the
Opposition announced a similar scheme. Its benefit is ta the people in the outback who want
to set up tourist projects but putting in essential services can leave them out of pocket to the
tune of half a million dollars before they start building motel units. The idea was, when the
State hit these people for telegraph poles, electricity poles or water supplies, instead of these
people paying money up front, a deferral of payments was made for, say, five years to allow
them to receive an income and then pay back the Government. I was delighted when the
Opposition announced a scheme as an equivalent of the Government's scheme. It has been a
big boon, I understand, because earlier in the Budget debate I asked a member about a project
which I had not heard of but which had received a deferral of those charges.

Personal Explanations
Hon Wit. STRETCH - by leave: During discussion on the Rural Adjustment and Finance
Corporation I indicated that the corporation had moved to Capita House. In fact, it has
moved to*' the May Holman Centre. 32 St George's Terrace. I would not like the many
members from the country areas who avidly read Hansard to go tearing off to the wrong
address.

Hon 3.M. BERINSON - by leave: In answering the questions raised by Hon Max Evans
under the Auditor General's estimate, I said that there would be an increase in contract
auditors under item 3, Comprehensive Audit. That is not correct. As indicated in the original
discussion, item 2, Corporate and Professional Services, is to be increased by $364 000. This
relates to contingency and support costs of the comprehensive audit program. I understood
initially that this reflected an increase in contracted work, but that is not so. In fact the main
reason was information technology processing charges involving an increase of $187 000.
The Auditor General has advised me that the increased efficiency of his staff will mean that
reliance on the use of auditors in fact will decrease in 1989-90.
In relation to Miss McAleer's question on the use of the WA Treasury Corporation by local
government, the Perth City Council has been us'ing the WATC for the last 18 months. From
October 1989, all local authorities may use the facility on a voluntary basis. Coolgardie is
already on the scheme. Mundaring, Waroona and Shark Bay have completed all the
necessary formalities and will be borrowing in the First four months of 1990- Seven other
local government authorities are currently completing the necessary formalities.

Because of the favourable market rates offered by the WATC, it is confident that many more
local authorities will come onto the system.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again, on motion by Hon Graham Edwards (Minister
for Racing and Gaining).

House adjourned at 1.0) am (Friday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ROTU4WELLS LTD - LIQUIDATOR'S REPORT
SGI C and R & I Bank - Creditor Dividends, Interim Payment

877. Hon N.F MOORE to the Leader of the House representing the Treasurer:
I refer the Minister to the report of the Rozhwells' liquidator in which it is
stated "A condition of the agreement with the State is the SGIC and the
R & I Bank receive an immediate interim payment of the dividends due to
them as Creditors of $10 490 000 being the estimated incremental dividend
receivable by these Government instrumentalities as a result of the recovery of
that $33 000 000", and ask -

(I) Have the State Government Insurance Commission and the
R & I Bank received the $10 490 000?

(2) If so, when was it received?

(3) If not, why have they not received the money and where is it?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Treasurer has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.

(2) 29 November 1989.
(3) Not applicable.

PETROCHEM ICAL INDUSTRIES LTD - JAPAN OFFICE
885. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Treasurer:

(1) Did Petrochemical Industries Ltd have an office in Japan?

(2) If yes, when was the office established?

(3) When did the office cease operations?

(4) Where was the office located in Japan?

(5) How many staff were employed at the office?

(6) Were any Australian staff employed in the office?

(7) If yes, how many?

(8) What was the salary levels of the staff?

(9) What was the cost of relocating staff to Japan?

(10) What was the cost of returning the staff to Australia?

G11) In addition to the salary paid to employees, what living away allowances and
accommodation allowances were paid to each employee?

(12) On whose authority was the office established?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Treasurer has provided the following reply -

(I) Yes.

(2) November/December 1988.
(3) End of July 1989.
(4) Yokohama.

I have made arrangements for the liquidator of Pit to be approached
with a request to make this information available.

(6) Yes.

(12) The board of PIL on the advice of Bond Corporation as project
manager.



STATE FINANCE - TREASURER'S ADVANCE ACCOUNT
Temporary Advance - National Australia Bank Repayment

907. Hon MAX EVANS to the Minister for. Budget Management representing the
Treasurer:

With respect to the memo numbered 009089 dated I June 1989 to the
Treasurer and tabled in the Legislative Council on 6 December 1989
requesting authority to split funding so that $10.5 million is treated as a
temporary advance against the amount to be repaid by the National Australia
Bank. where has the amount of $10.5 million been included in the
Consolidated kevenue Fund expenditure or Treasurer's Advance as at 30 June
199. because until this week the amount had not been repaid?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Treasurer has provided the following reply -

As shown in statement No ILI of the Treasurer's quarterly statements for the
12 months ended on 30 June 1989 and published in the Government Gazette
of 14 September 1989. the $10.5 million forms part of the Treasurer's
Advances unrecouped at 30 June 1989. 1 am advised by Treasury that the
$10.5 million recoup from the National Australia Bank was received on
Friday, 8 December 1989.

LAND - CROWN GRANTS IN TRUST HOLDERS
Free Trust Title Acquisition -Fair Alarke( Value Payment

909. Hon PETER FOSS to the Minister for Lands:

I refer to the answer to question 855 of 1989 -

(1) What other examples have there been in the last 10 years where
holders of Crown grants in trust have been allowed to acquire trust free
title to theiLr land subject to payment of fair market value?

(2) How is the fair market value determined?

Hon KAY H-ALLAHAN replied:

(1) Slow Learning Children's Group of WA over Reserve No 29210, Albany
(No 46 of 1946).
St John Ambulance Association in Western Australia: over Reserve No 24674,
Corrigin (No 64 of 1986).
Brookton Shire Council over Reserve No 19397, Brookton (No 120 of 1984).

(2) Advice is sought ftom the Valuer General's Office.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD - PREMIER'S LETTER
.Litigation - Potential Liability

912. Hon PETER FOSS to the Minister for Budget Management:

I refer the Minister to his answers to questions 432 and 433 of 1989 -
(1) Has the Government made any estimate as to the -

(a) maximum potential liability; or

(b) realistic potential liability in respect of the litigation referred
to?

(2) If so, what are the amounts so estimated?

(3) Has any allowance been made in the Budget for such potential liability
and if so -

(a) in what item; and

(b,) in what amount?
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Hon S.M. BERINSON replied:

(0)42)
These matters are the subject of litigation and I do not propose disadvantaging
the State in that litigation.

(3) No.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD - PREMIER'S LETTER
Litigation - Question 342, Answer Reconsideration

913. Hon PETER FOSS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier

[ refer to question 342 of 1989: Is the Premier prepared to reconsider his
answer in order to allow the Parliament to make its own assessment as to the
likelihood of the State being liable to pay damages?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -

Given that the answer to question 342 (1) was no, the question is unclear.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD - PREMIER'S Lei IER
Litigation - Question 343, Answer Reconsideration

914. Hon PETER FOSS to the Leader of the House representing the Deputy Premier:

I refer to question 343 of 1989: Is the Deputy Premier prepared to reconsider
his answer in order to allow the Parliament to make its own assessment as to
the likelihood of the State being liable to pay damages?

Hon J.M. BERJNSON replied:

The Deputy Premier has provided the following reply -

The question - which relates to the removal of people from licensed premises -

is unclear.

NATIONAL TRANSPORT FEDERATIO0N LTD - ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY

916. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the
Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the National Transport Federation Ltd road safety
strategy and, if so, has the Minister conveyed the support of the Western
Australian Government for this strategy to the federation?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) Is the Minister further aware that in the National Transport Federation Ltd

road safety position paper dated 13 November 1989 there is no reference to
support for the federation's strategy from the Western Australian Government
while the State Governments of Queensland, South Australia, Northern
Territory, and Tasmania and the Federal Government have indicated their
support?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes. The Minister wrote to the National Transport Federation Ltd on
I September 1989 applauding the federation's attitude to road safety
and supporting an Australia-wide approach to the issues.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Yes.
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TRAFFIC LIGHTS - EVELINE ROAD-GREAT NORTHERN HIGHWAY,
MIDDLE SWAN

Motor Cycles - Unresponsive Activation Pads

920. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the
Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the concern of members of the Motor Cycle Riders
Association of Western Australia that the traffic activation pads which control
the traffic lights at the corner of Eveline Road and Great Northern Highway,
Middle Swan, do not respond to motor cycles?

(2) Will the Minister rake the necessary action to have the matter investigated?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
(1) No.

(2) Yes.

ROADS - LAKE KING CASCADES ROAD
Current Status

921. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the
Minister for Transport

(I) What is the current status of the Lake King-Cascades Road?

(2) When is the road alignment to be gazetted?
(3) When will construction commence on this road?

(4) Is the Minister aware of the strong support that the construction of this road
enjoys in the Lake King and surrounding areas?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) The Main Roads Department is further investigating the possibility of
finalising an alignment for the Lake King to Cascades link.

(2) Gazettal could proceed after arn agreed alignment has been surveyed.

(3) When development in the region provides sufficient benefits to justify
the cost of construction ahead of other priority projects.

(4) Yes.

MINING TENEMENTS - LAND CG3926, 3927, 3751, JURIEN BAY AREA

925. Hon MARGARET McALEER to the Leader of the House representing the Minister
for Mines:

(1) In August 1988. was the land CG3926, 3927 and 375 1, Melbourne Location,
15 kilometres east of Juriert Bay, private land as defined by the Mining Act
1978?

(2) With respect to application for mining tenement No 70/436 -

(a) did Tific Pry Ltd or its agents have a permit under section 30 of the
Mining Act 1978 to enter C03927 in order to mark out this tenement;

(b) if no to (a), did they have permission ftorn the owner;

(c) were the marking-out requirements - for example, position of datum
posts, corner trenches, pegs - in strict compliance with the Act;

(d) did Tific Pry Ltd or its agents repeg 70/436 as 70/530 shortly after the
warden had approved 70/436 at the hearing on 8 May 1988;

(e) if yes to (d), why;

WI did the Minister in September 1989 send men to inspect this tenement;
and
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(g) if yes to (f), will the Minister make available their report?

(3) Was the Minister aware of Hunter Resources Ltd v Melville (1988) 62 ALJR
88; Western Mining Corp Ltd v Jones, Kalgoorlie Warden's Court, 27 August
1985 when he decided to reject the landowner's, Mr T.G. Naley's, appeal
against the granting of mining lease 70/43 6?

(4) Was the Minister aware of Bromley v Muswell Brook Coal Co Pty Ltd (1973)
47 ALJ7R 710 when he quoted section 75(4) of the Mining Act 1978 in his
letter dated 26 October 1989 to Mr T.G. Naley?

(5) In view of the very broad definition of "land under cultivation" under the
Mining Act 1978, and taking full consideration of the following information
concerning Mr T.G. Naley's property -

(a) it was fully fenced and srockproofed;

(b) firebreaks had been renewed annually since Mr Naley acquired the
property in 1987;

(c) a substantial amount of land had been cleared;
(d) although attending stock sales in 1988, Mr Naley was unable

immediately to obtain sheep for the property as prices were
prohibitive;

(e) substantial capital equipment - tractors, plough, self-propelled header,
pumps, etc - had been purchased for the property ; and

(0) all this had been achieved while Mr Naley continued to operate his
business in Kalgoorlie, awaiting its sale,

why did the warden at the hearing on 8 May 1989 declare that the property
was not under cultivation?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Minister for Mines has provided the following reply -

(I) Yes. All Crown grants are private land under the Mining Act.

(2) (a) NO.

(b) not known.
(c) Yes, although superfluous pegging occurred within CG3927.

(d) Yes in part. The warden recommuended mining lease 70/436
for approval on 8 May 1989. Mining lease 70/530 was marked
out on 22 May 1989 over a portion of mining lease 70/436.

(e) Not known.

(f) Yes.
(g) The inspection was solely for the purpose of establishing

whether any pegs were placed within Mr Naley's CG3927
when mining lease 70/43 6 was marked out.

(3) Yes.
(4) No.

(5) From the evidence produced to him the warden found that that part of
Mr Naley's property over which mining lease 70/436 encroached was
not land under cultivation as defined in section 29(2)(a) of the Mining
Act.

SHPPING -AUSTRALIAN SIPBUILDING INDUSTRIES (WA) PTY LTD
Three Vessels Construction Contra

926. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Economic Development and Trade:

Further to his answer to question 156 on 18 April 1989 -
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(1) Which routes are envisaged for the three ships currently under
construction at Australian Shipbuilding Industries (WA) Pry Ltd?

(2) Who financed the three vessels and who are the parties to the contract
for the construction of the vessels with Australian Shipbuilding
Industries?

(3) Was the contract written in -

(a) Australian dollars; or

(b) US dollars-, and

(c) what was the rate of exchange between Australian dollars and
US dollars on the date of the contract?

(4) What were the total losses/deficits incurred by Stateships for the
financial years ended -

(a) 1982;

(b) 1983;

(c) 1984;

(di) 1985;
(e) 1986;

(f) 1987;
(g) 1988; and

(h) 1989 estimated to date?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Minister for Economic Development and Trade has provided the
fulluwing reply -

The same question was asked by Hon G.E. Masters on 9 May 1989, and was
answered by letter dated 30 May 1989.

TAXIS - TEMPORARY LICENCES
930. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the

Minister for Transport:

(1) How many temporary taxi licence plates were or have been issued in each of
the years L987, 1988 and 1989?

(2) Will the Minister distinguish between different classes of temporary taxi
licence plates which may have been issued during these periods?

(3) In respect of those temporary taxi licence plates issued in 1988, were the
recipients aware that a review of the 1988 issue of plates would be conducted
12 months after such issue?

(4) Has such a review been carried out and, if so, what were the findings of that
review?

(5) Why was it considered necessary to issue further temporary taxi licence plates
subsequent to the issues made during 1988?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2)
1987 -Nil.
1988 - 50 metered taxis.
1989 - 80 metered taxis;

- 67 private taxis.

(3)-(5)
The temporary licences issued in 1988 were conditioned to expire on
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31 October 1989. The recipients to those licences were made aware of
that condition and no guarantees were given to them beyond
31 October 1989.
Additional licences are issued by the board from time to timne to meet
known and anticipated increases in demand. In considering the issue
of additional licences in 1989 the board was of the view that the
industry bad experienced difficulty meeting the demands in 1988 and
would experience similar difficulties in 1989 and beyond. without the
issue of additional licences.

FISH-ING - PROFESSIONAL FISHING LICENCE P 116
Readshaw, Mr David - Transfer Application

931. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the
Minister for Fisheries:

Has the Minister or his department received an application for the transfer of
professional fishing licence P 119 to Mr David Readshaw and, if so, can the
Minister advise when the consent or approval for the transfer will be
confirmed?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following reply -

Yes, an application for the transfer of a professional Fishing boat licence to
Mr Readshaw has been received. The current rules for the Swan-Canning
estuarine net fishery do not provide for such transfers. Mr Readshaw's
application for transfer will be examined once a Fisheries Department review
of the rules for the Swan-Canning estuarine net fishery has been completed
and I have considered its findings.

MNISTERS OF THE CROWN - TREASURER
United Kin gdon Visit - Nice Visit

932. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Treasurer:

(1) During the Treasurer's last visit to the United Kingdom on Government
business, did he also visit Nice?

(2) If so, what was the purpose of the visit?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Treasurer has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.

(2) In his capacity as Minister for Resources Development, the Treasurer
attended and addressed the LNG 9 International Conference. See Press
release of 28 September 1989 outlining the Treasurer's itinerary tabled
herewith.

[See paper No 817.]
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN EXIM CORPORATION - ZANETIC MANUFACTURING

Out of Court Settement Payments
933. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

In answer to question 1789 of 22 November 1989 asked in the Legislative
Assembly the Premier said in relation to payments made by Exim Corporation
in an out of court settlement with Zanetic Manufacturing that "The
Government has no objection to releasing the full details of the settlement and
[ will direct Exini to seek the approval of the other parties to do so."

(1) Has this approval been sought?

(2) Has the approval been given?
(3) If so, what are the details of the payment made?
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Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -

(L) Yes.

(2) Exim is awaiting a response from the other parties.

(3) Not applicable.

SHIPPING - AUSTRALIAN SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRIES (WA) PTY LTD
Three Vessels, Construction Contract

937. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Economic Development and Trade:

Further to his answer to question 156 of 18 April 1989 -

(1) When is each of the three vessels to be constructed by Australian
Shipbuilding Industries (WA) Pty Ltd due for completion?

(2) Is the State Governiment chartering, purchasing or leasing the vessels
and who is the other party to the contract with the Government and
Australian Shipbuilding Industries?

(3) Is it intended to dispose of any of the current vessels used by
Stateships and, if so, which vessels and when?

Hon J.M. BERJNSON replied;

The Minister for Economic Development and Trade has provided the
following reply -

The same question was asked by the Hon G.E. Masters on 9 May 1989, and
was answered by letter dared 30 May 1989.

SHIPPING - STATESHIPS
Annual Report 1987-88 - Auditor General's Qualification

938. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Were the 1987-88 accounts of the Western Australian Coastal Shipping
Commission qualified by the Auditor General?

(2) When did the Auditor General sign his stamutory report in respect of the
Western Australian Coastal Shipping Commission?

(3) When were the accounts tabled in the Parliament?
(4) Were the accounts tabled within the required period provided by the Financial

Administration and Audit Act?
(5) If not, why not?

Hon I.M. BERINSON replied:

The Minister for Economic Development and Trade has provided the
following reply -

The same question was asked by Hon G.E. Masters on 9 May 1989, and was
answered by letter dated 30 May 1989.

SHIPPING - STATESH4IPS
Annual Report 1987-88 - Auditor General's Qualification

940. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Economic Development and Trade:
(1) Did the Auditor General qualify the accounts of the Western Australian

Coastal Shipping Commission for the year ended 30 June 1988?
(2) Did the Auditor General indicate that the objectives of the Western Australian

Coastal Shipping Commission required a further refinement?
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Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:
The Minister for Economic Development and Trade has provided the
following reply -

The same question was asked by the Hon G.E. Masters on 9 May 1989, and
was answered by letter dated 30 May 1989.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE - YELLOW PAGES
Listings Removal

942. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Attorney General:

(1) Why are justices of the peace no longer set out in the yellow pages of the
telephone book?

(2) Whose decision was it to remove justices of the peace listings?

(3) Will the Attorney General consider reintroducing the list of justices of the
peace in the yellow pages of the telephone book?

(4) I f not, why not?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(0)-(2)
Until 1989 Yellow Page entries for justices of the peace was a free service
offered by Telecom. A change in Telecom policy resulted in a discontinuation
of most free services. The proposed fee for justices of the peace entries was
estimated at $64 000 per annum.

Negotiations have been taking place between the department and Telecom to
reinstate the service in 1991, subject to an appropriate fee structure.
Agreement could not be reached in August 1989 to ensure entries in the 1990
edition.

STATE FINANCE - TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT
Business Undertakings Estimates - R & I Bank's Contribution

947. Hon MAX EVANS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) Did the Rural and Industries Bank's contribution, in lieu of tax in estimates for
business undertakings of $40 million, take into consideration that the
provision in the annual report is $6.723 million?

(2) What was the basis of the calculation of $40 million?

(3) Will that amount still be paid out of net profit before income tax of
$ 12.752 million?

(4) If so, why?

(5) If no, what amount will be paid?

(6) When will it be paid?

Hon J.M. BERJNSON replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -

(1) No.

(2) The $40 million is an estimate of the dividend and the amount payable
in lieu of income tax in respect of the bank's 1989-90 financial yeas.

(3) No.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) An amount of $28.105 mnilion was paid into consolidated revenue on
29 June, which represents the contribution in lieu of tax calculated in
accordance with Commonwealth income tax law and in accordance
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with Australian Accounting Standard AAS3 - Accounting for
Company Income Tax (Tax Effect Accounting).

(6) Not applicable.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - BELL GROUP SHARES
Convertible Notes fssue - Underwriting Agreement

95 1. Hon MAX EVANS to the Leader of the House representing the Treasurer:

(1) On what date did the State Government Insurance Commission commence
negotiations and agree to underwrite the issue of two convertible notes of
$75 million each in Bell Group Ltd?

(2) On what date was the agreement signed?

(3) What was -the basis of the deal that made it an attractive financial deal for the
SOIC?

(4) What is the estimated tota loss on the notes to 30 June 1989?
(5) What is the estimated total loss on the notes to date?

Hon J.M. BERIINSON replied:

The Treasurer has provided the following reply based on advice from the
SGIC -
(1) The Insurance Commission has never agreed to underwrite the issue of

two convertible notes of $75 million each in Bell Group Ltd. The
Insurance Commuission entered into an underwriting agreement for
90 days to sell unlisted 'subordinated convertible Bell Group Ltd notes
with face value of $150 million. These negotiations comnmenced at the.
dine of the discussion to purchase shares in April 1988.

(2) 29 Apr1 1988.
(3) A valuation of these notes was received from Salomon Brothers of

New York.

(4) At 30 June 1989 the Insurance Commission valued the unlisted Bell
Group Ltd notes at $108 million. This is based on 'independent
valuations of the notes and being held a's a long term fied interest to
maturity investment.

(5) The written down. value on the notes -from'., purchase price of
$140 million is $32 million...

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN EX]M CORPORATION LTD - STUDENT RECRUITS
Tertiary Education Bodies - Charges

953. Hon MAX EVANS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:
(1) During the period Eximn Corporation or its subsidiaries recruited and signed up

students for tertiary education bodies, did. they charge a fee to. the tertiary
bodies?

(2) If so, how much per student and how much has been paid by each institution
for each of the last three years?.

(3) H-6w much was paid by private schools/colleges, to Exim for each student
recruited and what was the total for eich of the last three years?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.

(2)-(3)
Exini was paid between three and 10 per cent of the first year fees per
student recruited. In addition one of the tertiary inistitutions'paid Exro
a retainer.

6718 [COUNCIL)



[Thursday, 14 December 19891 61

As the member may be aware, the education services functions have
now been transferred to the Ministry for Economic Development and
Trade. Exin's records were also transferred to the ministry and I
understand it will rake a few days to collate the requested derails of
payments received from each institution. I shall inform the House of
these dertails as soon as they are available.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY - LOSSES
A & I Rank Provisions - Doubtful Debts Inclusion

957. Hon MAX EVANS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) What was the extent of the Teachers Credit Society (or Teachers Financial
Society) losses included in the Rural and Industries Bank provisions for
doubtful debts of $1 19 562 mill ion?

(2) What further bad and doubtful debts of the TCS or TFS are expected to be
absorbed this year?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -

(L)-(2)
It is not the policy of the bank to report provisions for doubtful debts
separately for each type of lending.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - RECORDS
Individuals and Organisations

960. Hon PETER FOSS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) Is there any record kept by or on behalf of any Government department or
agency of any of the following -

(a) the members of local government councils; -

(b) the officers of local government authorities;

(c) the senior officers of State and Commonwealth Government
departments and authorities;

(d) the officers of comnmunity service groups or agencies;

(e) the officers of charitable groups; and

(f) the contact persons in media organisations?
(2) Who keeps these records and in what form are they kept?

(3) Which of the aforementioned groups are included in those records?

Hon J.M. BERJNSON replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -

(0)-(3)
All Government departments and agencies maintain contact lists of
those individuals and organisations with whom they liaise in the
normal course of their operations.

TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT - FERTILISER TRANSPORT POLICY

961. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Racing and Gaining representing the
Minister for Transport:

(I) Has the Department of Transport completed its review of the fertiliser
transport policy?

(2) If yes, when wil the report of the commidttee be made public and, if not, why
not?

(3) When will decisions be made as a consequence of that policy?
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Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) The Department of Transport has completed its investigations and is in
the process of writing its report.

(2) There is no cominne. The report is from the department to me. I
have not yet made a decision on public release as certain aspects of the
report are likely to contain commercially sensitive information.

(3) Policy decisions will be made after I and the Government have had the
opportunity to study the department's report in detail.

COY NE, MR PETER - COURTS
Legal Rights Difficulties

969. Hon N.F. MOORE to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Justice:

(1) In August 1989 did the Minister receive a derailed letter from a Mr Peter
Coyne concerning his difficulties in pursuing his legal rights through the
courts?

(2) Did the Minister give Mr Coyne an undertaking that the issue would be fuMy

investigated and responded to?
(3) H-as the Minister responded to the said letter, if received?

(4) What action has been taken?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Minister for Justice has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2)-(4)

An interim response was sent to Mr Coyne indicating that further
advice was being sought. As soon as that advice is received and
considered, a further response will be sent.

PRISONS - SEX OFFENDERS TRAINING PROGRAM
Corrective Services Department - Closure

972. Hon N.F. MOORE to the Attorney General:

(1) Is it the intention of the Department of Corrective Services to close down the
sex offenders training program (SOTP)?

(2) If so. on whose recommendation is the programn being discontinued and what
were the reasons given?

(3) What is to become of those already involved with the program?

(4) What alternative rehabilitation programs have been developed?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(1) No. The program is to be placed in recess from 15 December 1989 to enable
the pilot program, which comnmenced in 1987, to be reviewed.

(2) Not applicable.

(3)-(4)
The Department of Corrective Services is. committed to the provision of a sex
offenders treatment program. Eligible prisoners will be invited to apply for
inclusion in such a program following the review, currently expected to be
February 1990.
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JUVENILE OFFENDERS - BLJNBURY BOY
Fire Engine Theft - Penalties

973. Hon N.F. MOORE to the Minister for Local Government representing the Minister
for Community Services:

Further to question 1634 asked in the Legislative Assembly, what penalties
were applied to the offenders?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:
The Minister for Community Services has provided the following reply -

The offender referred to in question 1634 asked in the Legislative Assembly
was placed on six months probation concurrent for each of the offences
committed.

COYNE, MR PETER - COURTS
Legal Rights Difficulties

974. Hon N.F. MOORE to the Attorney General:

(1) In May 1989 did the Attorney General receive a detailed letter from a Mr
Peter Coyne concerning his considerable difficulties in pursuing his legal
rights through the courts?

(2) Did the Attorney General respond to that letter?
(3) What action was taken in relation to the matter?
(4) Were the difficulties referred to by Mr Coyne referred to the Law Reform

Commission or the Chief Justice?

(5) Does the case up to date highlight problems of cost and accessibility to the law
for ordinary people?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(I) Yes.

(2)-(3)
No. but there were telephone discussions between Mr Coyne and my office. I
also met with Mr Coyne and approached the Barristers' Board on one aspect
of his complaint. I also discussed his position with the Legal Aid
Commission.

(4) No.
(5) Yes. This was a civil action in which Mr Coyne was the plaintiff. Judgment

was originally awarded in Mr Coyne's favour and the defendants exercised
their right of appeal. The Government has no standing in such matters or
control over the costs incurred by either party.

HYMAN, KIMBERLEY WILLIAM - FRENCH, IAN JAMES
Charges Laid - Appeal

975. Hon N.F. MOORE to the Attorney General:

(I) Further to question 1840 asked in the Legislative Assembly, has an appeal
been taken?

(2) If so, what is the progress of that appeal?

(3) If not, what is the current position?

Hon T.M. BERINSON replied:

(1) Yes.
(2)-(3)

The appeal was heard on 5 and 6 December 1989. The Court of Criminal
Appeal reserved its decision.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

SHIPPING - STATESHIPS
Questions 926, 937, 938, 946 - Answer Request

639. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House:
I refer the Leader of the House to questions Nos 926, 937. 938 and 940 on the
Supplementary Notice Paper, which were directed to him in his capacity as the
Minister representing the Minister for Economic Development and Trade.
These questions involve matters in regard to the State Shipping Commuission
and in general the answer to all of them is the same, as follows -

The same question was asked by Hon G.E. Masters on 9 May 1989,
and was answered by letter dated 30 May 1989.

The Leader of the House will be aware that Hon Gordon Masters retired from
this House on 21 May this year. I have no doubt the letter was directed to
him. Will the Leader of the House again seek that information from the
Minister for Economic Development and Trade? It is critical that those
answers be printed in Hansard; the procedure of the House occasionally to
address answers to members in writing does not give other members the
opportunity to understand what the answers might be. I leave that with the
Leader of the House and just seek his advice on it.

Hon.J.M. BERINSON replied:

Yes, I am happy to have that done.

FERRIER, MR IAN - ADSTEAM
Bell Receiver Nomination and Government Adviser - Conflict of Interest

640. Hon PETER FOSS to the Attorney General:
I refer the Attorney General to the report that Adstearn had nominated Mr Ian
Ferrier as court appointed receiver for Bell in an action presently before the
Supreme Court. In view of the fact that Mr Ferrier has acted on behalf of the
Government in advising it in respect of Rothwells Ltd and has acted as
liquidator for Rothwells, will the Attorney General ensure an abjection is
taken to Mr Ferrier on account of his conflict of interest?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

I am not satisfied on that brief indication that a conflict of interest exists, but I
will have the matter investigated and the subject of advice.

ADSTEAM - BELL AGREEMENT
Companies (Acquisition of Shares) (WA) Code. Infringement - Corporate Affairs

Department. Detection Failure

641. Hon PETER FOSS to the Attorney General:

I also refer the Attorney General to the recent application by the National
Companies and Securities Commission to set aside a consent it gave in regard
to an action between Adsteam and Bell on the basis that the NCSC did not
have appropriate advice from Melbourne. Why was there not sufficient
expertise within the Western Australian Corporate Affairs Department to
detect that the agreement between Bell and Adsceam may have infringed the
Companies (Acquisition of Shares) (Western Australia) Code?

Hon.J.M. BERINSON replied:

I do not think that is a fair question. My knowledge of events is limited
because the NCSC acted directly in this matter and, although I was informed
of events, that advice came after they had happened. Given that this is an
NCSC initiated application, and also considering the urgency with which all
measures had to be taken in order to meet an existing deadline, I believe that
the implied criticism - indeed it was more than that, it was express criticism -
by Hon Peter Foss of the Corporate Affairs Department is unfair and
unwarranted.
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SPORT AND RECREATION - TENURE OF GROUNDS
Major Sporting Organisations

642. Hon CARRY KELLY to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Does the Minister for Sport and Recreation have any information on the types
of tenure of grounds enjoyed by the rnjrsporting organisations round
Australia?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of the question, which follows hrorn a
question asked yesterday by Hon D.J. Wordsworth. For the in~formation of the
House, in New South Wales the three major grounds are the Sydney Cricket
Ground, the Sydney Football Stadium and the Parramatta Stadium, and they
are all vested in perpetuity in a trust, so there is security of tenure there.
In Victoria the Melbourne Cricket Ground is vested in perpetuity in the
Melbourne Cricket Club. The Victorian Football League Park, which was the
most recent ground built there, is held in freehold by the VFL. In South
Australia, the South Australian Cricket Ground is vested in perpetuity in the
South Australian Cricket Association Trust; Football Park is freehold and is
owned by the South Australian Football League. In Queensland the recently
formed Brisbane Bears use the Brisbane Cricket Ground at Carrara on the
Gold Coast, which is vested in the Albert Shire and leased to the Brisbane
Bers for a period of 99 years. I hope this infannation is of assistance to
members.

QUESTIONS - UNANSWERED
Answers Request

643. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House:

The Leader of the House will be aware that there are more than 50 postponed
questions on the Notice Paper at the moment, some of some weeks' duration
and others as late as only yesterday. Will the Leader of the House give an
undertaking to have as many of those questions answered as possible prior to
the House rising, whenever that may be?

Hon .M. BERINSON replied:

I will certainly do so. To the extent that is not possible, I will ensure that
questions are attended to as soon as possible after that.

I would take advantage of this opportunity to refer to the printed answer to
question No 932, which members will note refers to a tabled Press release. I
seek leave to table that release.

Leave granted.

[See paper No 8 17.J

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE AMENDMENT BILL -
NUNES REGULATION AMENDMENT BELL
Proceedings - Deputy Premier's Comments

644. Hon N.F. MOORE to the Leader of the House:

I refer the Leader of the House to an article in today's Daily News in which
the Deputy Premier is reported to have told union officialsthat he would hold
back the whole of the legislation in an effort to resolve all concerns. He was
referring to the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Amendment Bill and
the Mines Regulation Amendment Bill. Can the House assume from his
comments that these Bills will not-proceed this session?

Hon J.M. BERIhJSQN replied:

I have had no advice from the Deputy Premier to that effect, so I am unable to
answer that question at this stage.
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AVONDALE - FARM MUSEUM PROJECT
Agriculture Departnent, Responsibility

645. Hon P.G. PENDAL to the Minister for Sport and Recreation representing the
Minister for Agriculture:

I refer 'to the farm museum project known as Avondale.

(1) Are the Avondale buildings and historic collection the property of his
department?

(2) If so, is it proposed that this museum project will continue to be
maintained in the future?

(3) Is it envisaged that the technological machinery collection will be
retained at Avondale?

(4) If the answer to either (2) and/or (3) is no, what are the details of future
plans for the project and the machinery collection?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The answers supplied by the Minister for Agriculture are as follows -

(I) They are under the control of the chief executive of the Department of
Agriculture.

(2) It will be maintained but not exhibited by the Department of
Agriculture.

(3) This is not known. See (4).

(4) The department has been endeavouring to identify an organisation
which will exhibit and also maintain the integrity of the collection.
The department has not been successful to date but is still trying.

PRISONS - CASUARINA
Completion Dare

646. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Corrective Services:

(1) Will the Minister advise whether the anticipated completion date for the
Casuarirna Prison has been amended to a date beyond October 1990?

(2) If so, can he advise the latest anticipated completion date?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

I do not have a definite completion date. The latest indications to me are that
it will be later than October. One hopeful sign is a recent increase of building
activity on that site and a reduction of disputes, I am hopeful that will help
bring the completion date back. However, I amn not in a position to say more
than that I do not believe now that the October completion will be met.

HEALTH - DOCTORS
Gnowangernp - Deficiency Concern

647. Hon MARGARET McALEER to the Minister for Local Government representing
the Minister for Health:

Notice of this question was given to the Minister for Health.

(1) Is the Minister aware that the Gnowangerup doctor is leaving his
practice on 22 December 1989 and that the surgery will be closed from
that date?

(2) Is the Minister aware that local people are extremely concerned
because no other doctor is taking over the practice?

(3) What does the Government propose to do about it?

(4) Does the Goverrnent accept responsibility for the provision of
medical services for Onowangerup, given that the Government's
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involvement in the hospital situation has directly resulted in the loss of
the present doctor?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following information -

(l)-(2)
Yes.

(3) The regional director of the great southern health region is liaising with
the current doctor about the possibilities for the future of current
permanent care patients and the visiting medical service from the
nearby town. The regional director is liaising with and assisting the
current doctor and the Gnowangerup Shire Council in the advertising
for and the seeking of another doctor.

(4) No. Medical services in small country towns are provided by private
medical practitioners. In general the Health Department assists both
medical practitioners and local communities with advice when
requested.

PRISONS - POST-TRAUMA PROGRAM
Corrective Services Department Policy

648. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Corrective Services:

My question relates to the recently tabled annual report of the Department of
Corrective Services and in particular the post-trauma team of which the
Minister will be aware.

(1) Has the department finalised its development of policy relating to
traumatic incidents involving prison officers and, if so, can he give a
general indication of the development of that policy?

(2) Have all officers seeking compensation as a result of the recent gaol
riots had their claims determined? If not, what is the current status of
those claims?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

To answer in reverse order, I do not have any recent detail on the progress of
the claims and therefore ask the honourable member to put that question on
notice.
A great deal of work has been done on the development of a post-trauma
program, particularly with the impetus given to that by experience with the
Fremantle riot and tire - which occurred some two years ago. I am not in a
position to say whether consideration of that has been finalised, but I would be
happy to take that matter on notice as well. [f it has not been finalised I am at
least able to say a great deal of work has been put into it and a service is
currently available.

YOUTH - MINISTERIAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON YOUTH AFFAIRS
Role and Function

649. Hon GARRY KELLY to the Minister for Youth:
Can the Minister explain the role and function of the ministerial advisory
council on youth affairs, and could he advise if the council will be meeting
next year?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of the question and for his interest in the
matter.

The ministerial advisory committee on youth affairs is the major channel for
policy advice to the Minister for Youth. The concept of this broadly
representative committee was conceived in 1985. The comnmittee has
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operated in various forms for four years with varying degrees of effectiveness.
All sectors of the youth affairs field agree that there is now a need to review
the structure. Consequently, I recently announced a restructuring of the
council, and early in 1990 [ will be appointing an advisory council comprising
an independent chairperson, two representatives from relevant Government
departments, two representatives from the community based youth sector and
two young people. This council will meet on a regular basis to identify issues
of interest to young people and to consider the vairious policy matters that I
refer to it.


